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/ this kind to whatever is ſent 


abroad, the following ſheets might 
5 been ſafely truſted without a preface. 
For, in the firſt place, this book is pi bliſhed not 
to excite, but to gratify the curioſity of the 
lovers of learning, who have enquired after it 
very dil gently, and expreſs d a great defire to 
fee by what Lo a Dr. Coh auſen endea- 
voured 
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"co © 1 % extraordinary tem. 
And on the other Bund, again, the book utjelf 
is fo methodical, and every thing therein 
follows fo.naturally, that the reader it led in 
a dire? road from the beginning to ibe end; 
and as be is in no danger of miſtaking his 
. away, : there is tbe leſs occaſion. fer affording 
kim fupernumary * in an ron 
Bike this, 


K B UT, fince we. have mndertaken to avrite 

a preface, it - may unt be amiſs to. obſerve 
— ein, -that very fru labs canal e great 
4 variety 4 jo nar rim u compaſs. The an 
thor appears to be a man of great reading, 
and deep reflettion, for moſt of the books be 


cites, are equally ſcarce and curious 5 but 


then be does net, tike many of the, German 
authers, content- bimjelf æith barely erbroid- 
ering bis morgins, which may be ſometimes 
done + by tranſeribing- thoſe of other \<oriters, 
but geucrally gives tu the paſſages that make 
for. 45 purpoſe, and vel) often characters of 
che authors thrmſelves, and this alone; rexders, 
bis werk 'of great utility, to ſuch as ugire to 
| be e, with the merit of books," 72 
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dont to be met with, and which, un nw 
pl e fo 2 ae 


* "ANOTHER ck bill chin. in this 
treatiſe; is, | the choice the author bas made 
of bis "quotations, which are as entertaining, 
as they; are inftruttive ; nor 1s it eaſy" to cun- 
ceide, without reading bis book, Bie it was 
Pojjible for a man to enliven jo dry a fub- 
ect, as bis ſeems to be, in the manner be 
has dane. The :extrat#s. be has given from 
Bacon the Mon, plainly fhew, the prodi- 

ious knowlege of that extraordinary perfor, 
apbo,. when all Europe was involued in the 
thickefs nnjt- of ignorance, ſeems to have poſs 
ſefſedralone ſuch 4 treaſure "of ſcienre, 41 
dan have rendered bim a very confedera- 
ble. mum, even inthe moſt enlightened ages, 
and may poſſibly engage ſome able writer to give 
iungenicus and learned Doftor Shaw 5 dane, 

, Abeſe , chancellor Bacon, and "the famous 
Boyle, ꝛchicb i judiciouſly Per formed, and il. 
luſtrated as they are, with proper notes, would 


d equal ſervice to the ere 27 S and 
| W { car country... 8 


* 
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4 : J 4 © — 4 N — 2 


THE fories he inſerts of Eugenius Phi- 
lalethes, + Signor Gualdi, and the "telebrated 
Flamel, are not only extreamly diverting, but 
may contribute. alſo to the © procuring” us ſome 
well-coritten biftory of the pretender uo be 
Philoſophers fone ; which, as it would be _ 
very curious and entertaining piece, ſo if tom. 
pile from good authorities, and handled in 
4 proper manner, it might be of > confideFable 
aſe*, fincethe number. of operators in that way,” 
has UA late years mightily encreaſed;""eſpert>" 
* ally in this country, "where "there ure many.” 
Jobo have. given themſelves up to thut delu- 
ve Audy, though they endeavour t conceal 
themſelves, and their labouns, ⁊oithù the ut. 
myſt ſecrecy, in order to avoid that. cediculs, 
which generally attends the profeſſors. of "the . 
occult | ſciences... In G ermany, home ven; this 
lind of... karning 15 Mill, in vogue and cre- 
dit, and 1 45 ſcarce paible far any one o 
obtai! 2 4 confiderable reputation as d of 
letters, 40h" bas nit à touch at ag, of Che- 
Wis. Rs Ga A mo * Yak 
ee 1. iT FA 


5 EM A EIT Mac 
"* Yirce the wablicktivn of the ef, | edition, I have been fay oured | 
With ſuch a inncry, faid to be writ by * Ole nan acept, of When 8 
perbape, Bt the 3 lhew a deſire of ir, they may hear mate in 


dme 10 erke 
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\ 461 * A 5 
. 77H e, 70 * n Vie 
our author, in recommending that doftins. 
which be- deduces from the inſcription in ili 
front of his book, it is certainly. managed wi 7 
great ill and ingentity, ſo that if "the rea- 
2 Should at laſt reject its probability; he muſt ; 
be obliged,. notwithlanding, to confeſs, that the. \ 
writer bas not. employed his pains to. little of. 
10 purpaſe, but bas introduced % many. care, 
OUS. EnqUITIES, and thrown” ouf fo many d 
Juable: Hints, that his "book mult be alba 
a- performance of great merit, whatever bes, 
cames , Hermippus and bis fecret. Of b 
the author himſelf ſeems to be. very well an. 
dure, and therefore, while he Puſhes bis ar- 
gument quith\ the greateſt vigour, and appears 5 
evidently to have his deſign much at heart, . 
 be-notwith/tanding, takes all along ſuch pre- ' 
cautions, as are neceſſary to de efend him from: | | 
the' imputati on of being a whimſical, concei ted, ( 
or pellantic writer, as almoſt any other man 1 
 wwould have been thought, who had under ta- 
en fach a taſt. Upon the whole, there it 
in « this diſſertation, ſuch a mixture of ſerious 
irony, as Cannot” but afford a very agreeable. 
- entertainment 


Ur 
* * * 
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entertainment to theſe who are proper. Judges 
of fubjetts / this kind, and who are inclined 
t0' fee bow far the ftrength of buman, ander- 


flanding can fupport phile ofophical truths ag 
e int and . ate ces... 


oe - 4 4 VI NG thug rain the fame Hy 
with aur author, which be bas done with otber 
harned men, the whole is ſubmitted to the 
Judgment of the candid reader, who will, doubt- 
Ei, retain ſome tenderneſs for the pains that 


 bave been talen for bis amuſe ement, and not 
| aſs a harſh cenſure on a piece which woe may 


boldly fay, has nothing in it os. Zed 
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uſeful to poſterity by inſcriptions. Theſe had a pe- 
culiar ſtile, in which three things were principally 
regarded ; ſuccinctneſs, elegancy and clearneſs. It 
would have been inconvenient, and indeed prepo- 
ſterous, to have drawn ſuch Pieces info a great 


length, conſidering the places in which they were 


erected 3 that is to ſay, markets, temples, or pub- 
lic roads; or, the matter whereon they were in- 
ſcribed, which was marble, or ſome other kind of 


hard or curious ſtone, But, if brevity was neceſſary, 


beauty was likewiſe expedient. Where there is is 
nothing ftriking, the memory ſoon loſes a thought. 
| To retain what we are told, we muſt receive at 


a once 


perpetuate the memory of all ſignal events, 
and eſpecially ſuch as in any degree might be 
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once both pleaſure and inſtruction. This neatneſs 
of ſtile, was peculiarly cultivated by the antients. It 
came originally from the Eaft, where all ſcience was 
taught in parables and proverbs. In Greece, they 
refined upon this, and laid down the rudiments of 
knowledge in aphoriſms. Amongſt the Romans, 
this manner of teaching was much eſteemed, and 
nothing more admired, even in the politeſt ages, 
than ſentences. If they were afterwards. abuſed, and 
improperly applied, this ought not to diſcredit them, 
ſince without queſtion they ever did, and always will, 
appear with the utmoſt propriety in that kind of 
writing of which Jam ſpeaking. Eaſtly, as to per- 
ſpicuity, the antients were exceedingly careful, and 
the difficulties that now ariſe about the true mean- 
ing of ſuch monuments of their learning as have 
reached our times, are rather owing to the misfor- 
tune of loſing ſuch accounts of their cuſtoms and 
manners, as might have made them eaſy and fami- 
liar to us, than to any want of clearnefs i in the _ 

of their inſcriptions. h 


Mz x: of different profeſſions have employed 
themſelves with different views, in the ſtudy of 
thoſe large and curious collections, which learned and 
induſtrious perſons have made of ſuch remains of 
antient wiſdom, as having eſcaped. oblivion, are now 
ſafely repoſited in the cabinets of the curious. - 
Amongſt theſe, we are chiefly obliged to the cele- 


brated Thomas Reingfus, who undertook to make a 
ſupplement 
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ſpplement to the laborious work of Crater, and 1 
has therein preſerved an infinite number of valuable WW 
Inſcriptions and amongſt the reſt, 1 which RIA nn 


given Wenden to my nn of 


SCU A PIO E SANITATI | mu 
L. CLODIUS. HERMIPPfLsͤ nt 
l VIXIT ANNOS — 2302669 
12 PUELLARUNM ANHE III 
d ETIAM| POST MORTEM | 
A LV EUS ii 7 Man 

NON PARUM MIRANTUR prvorets. 
JAM oa SIC VITAM aw. 


12% «ot urs * nene 
Tur n Baan hab Sitter us a 4. different 
account of this inſcription z according to him it 
ch be read thus | 


"9 fot -> Clodius Hirpants, 5 
V. xit annos CLV. dies V. 
© Puerorum balitu refocillatus 
A... educatus . | 


— 


u E famous ch ver it us in a the follow ng 


tranner, we 4 

W L. 22 e 85 een 

i b Hing, 1 1 8 , 
Vixit annos CMV. die L, © ö 

. | | * 1 
Altus puerorum anbelitu b, en | 
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L * Ad Juſtiniani Novel, 5. eee e e 


* A 2 


4 Henmayevs, Rrprvivus 5 
THESE various readings, though it cannot be 
denied that they affect the ſenſe ſtrongly, do not: now 
ever, much concern the ſubject. The firſt tells us⸗ 
that L. Clodius Hermippus lived one hundred and 
fifteen years, and five days, by the breath of young 
women, which is worthy, the conſideration, of phy- 
ſicians, and of poſterity. According to the com- 
mentator' upon P/zyy, the name of this long: liver 
was not Hermippus, but Herpanus, and the date of 
his life one hundred and fifty-five years, and five 
days, with this additional circumſtance ; that he did 
not live by the breath of young women, but of voung 
men. The lawyer again reduces the life to the 
former ſtandard, and contends only, that his name was 
'Hirpanus, and that he received this extraordinary 
| nouriſhment from the breath op youths, | bo *c:b0 3 
| 7% therefore we rake this inſeiption as it © flands 
by the conſent. of all theſe writers, it informs us of a 
fact equally curious and important, Viz, That a eer- 
rain perſon, no matter whether his name was Hermip- 
pus, or Hirpanus, reached a very advanced age, by 
the uſe of the breath of young women, or of ysung 
men. Now, whether this were a real fact which 
actually happened, or whether it be the invention 
of ſome malicious wit amongſt the antients, in order 
to exerciſe the talents of poſterity, I concern not 
myſelf: It appears to me in the light of a phyſical 
problem, which may be expreſſed in very few words, 


viz. Whether the breath of young! women may 
| probably 
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probably contribute to the maintaining long life, 
and keeping off old age? This is what I Propoſe to 
examine; this is to be the ſubject of my diſcourſe, 
in . if what 1 deliver be entertaining and uſe- 
5 ful, the reader need not trouble himſelf much about 
the truth or falſchood of the inſcription. mY 


| U VT it will be neceſſary, before we come to the 
Hrict examination of this propoſition, to remove 
Tome 7 previous difficulties out af the way. In the firſt 
place, therefore let us enquire, whether the term of 
life be a fixed or moveable thing. Some of the molt 
learned amongſt the Fews have thought i it abſolutely 
determined by the decree of God, and have all. Aged 
various ſcriptures for the proof of this. © The moſt 
antient philoſophers, both in Chaldea and Egypt, 
thought the life of man depended upon the ſtars, 
and by pretending to predict its duration, plainly 
ſhewed, that they thought it abſolutely under the in- 
| fluence of the heavenly FOO The Stoics, if they 
meant the power of the ſtars, by what they ſtiled 
| Fate, \ were alſo of this opinion; but whatever they 
meant by Fate, molt evident it is, that they thought 
the life of man, as well as every other thing, de- 
pended thereupon © z and that conſequently it was 
 unaltcrable by any means, within the compaſs of 
human power. Now, if there be any truth f in ) thele 


© Manal. ben Tirae', de t tern. vitæ. 4 Diod S cul: 
TI {libs 1, Dogen. Laert. Plut. de placit. Ra ilolopb. 
Didgen. Laert. Senec. 
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6 HzxMipPus REDIVIVUS ; 6, 
opinions, if there be the leaſt foundation for any ons 
of them, the caſe is clear, that all farther enquiries 
are vain; for, to what end ſhould we ſearch out the 
moſt probable means of extending life, when we are 
certain, that this is a thing beyond our capacity ? 
or at leaſt, incertain whether it be or not 


I's order to open the way to further ſpeculations 
upon this curious and important ſubject, I will be- 
gin with the ſolution of this difficulty, and take 
upon me to prove, that, contrary to the notions of 
thele divines and philoſophers, there is no ſuch 
thing, as a ſettled term of life by the law of nature; 
or which is the ſame thing in other words, by the 
expreſs will of divine providence. In the firſt place, 
I lay it down as an abſolute certainty, that contin» 
gency is eſſential to that mode of rule purſued by 
the divine power, in the management of ſublunary 
things. . Cauſes indeed neceſſarily draw after them 
their effe&ts 3 but then J deny, that there is any 
chain of neceſſary cauſes; and becauſe it would re- 
quire much time and ſpace to eſtabliſh this doctrine 
generally, I will keep cloſe to my ſubject, and con- 
tent myſelf with proving it, as to this particular 
point. It is a thing agreed on all hands, that the 
law of Moſes, propounded chiefly temporal bleſ- 
ſings, and amongſt theſe, long life; now this is ab- 
ſolutely incompatible with the doctrine of a fixed 
term, and therefore, if there be any paſſages in the 
ſcripture which look this way, we muſt interpret 
them 
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them in ſome other ſenſe, for the part muſt accord 
with the whole, and it is idle to allege a few de- 
tached paſſages againſt the ſcheme of the whole book. 
Again we are told, that God commended Solomon 
for praying to him for wiſdom, rather than long life, 
or for riches, which plainly ſhews, that he might as 
well have aſked for either, as for itz but if this in- 
ference diſpleaſes, take the expreſs deciſion of God 
thereupon; who, in the fame place, fays, that if 
Solomon walked in the ways of David his father, he 
would lengthen his days. Add to theſe argu- 
ments, that it was the conſtant practice of the beſt 
men, and ſuch as moſt intimately knew the will of 
God, to pray in terms irreconciliable to ſuch an ab- 
ſolute decree. Thus Hezekiab' deſired that his life 
might be ſpared s. Elias h and Fonah, that theirs 


might be ſhortned *, 

Bur, to pu the matter out of doubt, one need 
only conſider the choice given to David, by the pro- 
phet Nathan k, of war, peſlilence, or famine, in 
conſequence of which, he choſe peſtilence 3 now, if 
there had been a fixed time of life, how could this 
choice have poſſibly taken place? All the perſons, 
who died of the peſtilence, muſt, according to the 
doctrine I am. retuting, have died if there had been 
no peſtilence, becauſe the decreed term of their lives 
was expired, On the whole, therefore it is apparent, 


Hive 1 Kings ii. 11, 14. 8 Iſaiah xxxviii. 3. | 'k 1 Kings 
Fix. . Jonah iv. 3. E 11 Samuel zxiv. 13. 
an that 
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that a fixed term of life is inconſiſtent with the rea- 


fon of things, which is what we call the law of na- 
ture, wherein, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
there is a ſettled contingency. It is eontrary to the 


principles of religion, as deducible from the natural 
light of our underſtandings, and it is directly con- 
trary to revelation, ſo that I take it for granted, 
that the moſt pious man in the world, that will ſe- 
riouſly conſider theſe arguments, muſt remain ſatiſ- 


fied, that the order of providence, the will of heaven, 


or God's decree, which are the terms uſed by the 
divines on this ſubject, hath ce agg eee 
me ergo. nne the term on ering JL 5g [3 
Au next to ſpeak of the opinions of the aſtibld- 
gers, which of old, were aſcribed to ſculapius, who, 
it is faid, laid down this maxim, That all things 
below were governed by the mot ions and aſpects of 
the ſtars. Againſt this notion I have two things to 
offer ; the firſt is, that they could not poſſibly know 
this ſo to be, even granting it ſhould be true; be- 


cauſe they were abſolutely ignorant of che true ſyſ- 
tem of the heavens, and of the motions of thoſe bo- 


dies, whence they would derive ſo great a power. 
This puts their authority out of the caſe; for if we 


cannot depend upon them as aſtronomers, nothing 
in nature can be more ridiculous, than to pretend to 


lay any ſtreſs on their judgment in aſtrology. To 


be convinced of this, we need only conſult the au- 


Wentie accounts we — in antient authors of the 
Chaldaic 
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baldaie ſyſtem ; from whence it appears to be 

equally falſe and abſurd; falſe, as it is repugnant to 
the experience and obſervation of ſucceeding times; 

and abſurd, as it is contrary to the unalterable prin- 
ciples of reaſon and true ſcience. The other argu- 
ment Iallege, is this; That ſince the authority of 
the antients is out of the caſe, if there be any mo- 
dern Staics, who are ſtill of this opinion, they muſt 
ſhew us the grounds of it, and this, not from ſuch 
chimerical notions as are laid down by the pretended 
ſages in judiciary aſtrology, but from the ſettled and 
unqueſtioned principles of true philoſophy. When 
they do this, or at leaſt, when they attempt to do it, 
it will be time enough to examine how far this new 
ſyſtem of theirs. is rational. In the mean time, I 
vill conclude this point with that ſettled and moſt 
reaſonable maxim of the civil law, That about things 
which are not, and about things which cannot be made 
- appear, there is ihe ſame reaſon y that is, there can be 
no: reaſoning about them, they muſt be conſidered 
in the ſame light, ſince nothing can be more idle, 
than to diſpute about the conſequences. of a thing, 
before the thing is made t oc we have any 
ere e for a diſpute. 

0 We ings now ts Fn towards ;eſtabliſhing 
5 "ks foundation of our doctrine; but there is ſtill 
another vulgar gorion in our way, hich muſt be 


3 — — kk — * — 
I Diod. nt lib; ts Staley « Chalaie Philoſophy. 


removed ; 


0 Hindirpevs Rr Dr vrvos; 5 
removed; or to ſpeak more properly, explained; 
By this, I mean the prevailing opinion that the life 
of man is limited to a certain term, and becauſe we 
{ce people grow old at a certain age, by which 1 
mean, grow infirm and decriped 3 for oldneſs has 
not ſo much reference to time, as to condition; ahd 
I account him old, who has loſt his ſtrength, rather 
than one who is advanced in years. But, becauſe I 
fay the maladies that attend old age, come on in 
moſt pcople at a certain period, they are held to be 
neceſſary 3 and if there were any truth in this, we 
ſhould be ſtopped againg here would be a nęw bar» 


rier, through which we ſhould: be able to find no 


paſſage; and when we talked of retarding old age, 
people would expect we ſhould: make them young 


again. It is requiſite, therefore, that this matter be 


explained, and ſet right, and that the reader be la- 
tisfied: how far the incommodities of old age are of 
neceſſity, and how far the product of natural _— 
Wen rp be affected. 90 the {kill and art of man. 


Fi: 7 
2 


5 . body is a 1 Dad 1 
immortal ſpirit, and which is more to my purpoſe, 


fabricated by an almighty hand. It cannot be ſup- 


poſed, that this dwelling ſhould be ſo ſlightly, or ſo 
injudiciouſiy contrived, as that it ſhould wear out in 
a very ſhort ſpace of time: ' This does not ſeem 


very agreeable, either to the nature of man, conſi- 


dered as a rational creature, or with that infinite 


{ill and wiſdom which is evident in the compoſition 
| a 
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of the nnn frame. When therefore the divines 
ſay, that Sin introduces Death, they ſeem to ſpeak 
philoſophically ; and if I may be allowed to explain 
their meaning, I ſhould be inclined to ſay, that diſ- 
eaſes and death are not incident to the human body 
by the will of God, or which is the ſame thing, by 
the law of nature, but were ſuperinduced by the fol- 
lies and vices of men, which carry in them naturally 
the ſerds of death; and therefore, if it be an evil; we 
ought not to accuſe providence, but ourſelves. Let I 
will readily acknowlege, that taking things as they 
now ſtand, and have ſtood for many ages paſt, there 
is no hope left of immortality in this body, or even 

of prolonging our lives to three or five hundred years; 
but ſtill I affirm, that there are no ſettled: periods in 

nature, no inevitable laws which conjoin weakneſs. 

and infirmity with a certain number of years; but 

that it is very poſſible, nay, and very practicable 

too, for a man to extend the length of his life, much 
beyond the common date, and that without feeling 
the incommodities of age, for otherwiſe, this would 
rather be avoiding death, than preſerving life. 


To prove this, I ſhall firſt make uſe of reaſon, 
and next of experience: I ſhall make it evident by 
arguments, that it may, and by inſtances, that 
it has Been ſo; and then if any ſceptic has a mind ta 
doubt the truth of my doctrine, I ſhall leave him in 

his own road, where his ignorance will infallibly 
bring upon him the juſt puniſument of his obſtinacy, 


an 


es 


8.4 1 
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an haſtier extinction of life than he need 


have ſuffered, 


otherwiſ 


Art wiſe men e agreed, that nature, by which 
I mean the wiſdom of God, manifeſted in the order 
of all things, acts uniformly in every reſpect, and 
and aſſigns proper periods to all things.” Solomon ſays, 
Were is a time to be born, and a time to die m; a ſhort 
maxim, which may admit of a long commentary. 
The life of man does not certainly confiſt in eating 
and drinking, in waking or ſleeping, or in the in- 
dulging by turns the gratification of his many appe- 
tites 3 for if this was ſo, the uſual term of life would 
certainly be long enough, and there have been actu- 
ally inſtances of people who have been fo ſatiated 
with the round of theſe trivial actions, as to be weary 
of life, before death was at hand, and in conſe- 
quence of this wearineſs have haſtened it. But as 
the divine old man juſtly obſerves, Art is long, and 
life is ſhort n; that is, there ſeems to be no juſt pro- 
portion between the powers of the mind, and the 
force of the body. We hurry on from infancy to child- 
hood; from childhood to the age of man; from thence, 
to what is ſtiled middle aged, and then we decline 
a-pace into feebleneſs, miſery, and dotage. Can any 
man think that this is the true order of nature? Has 
nature given fo oy years to DIS. to eaglcs, 


8 


m Eceleſ. i, 'S. 56 Vita brevis, ars s longa, occaſio e 
ris, expe rimentum W judicium difficile.” Hippocrat. 
Aphoriſm. I. 

and 
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and to ſtags, nay, and to ſerpents, at the ſame time 
that ſhe denies it to man? Be it far from us to be- 
lieve this; let us rather ſtifle our pride and Gon 
49 1 and believe that the ſhortneſs of 45 


e 


er FT? 4 


"YT it will be aid, that. death is ; not ot barely, the 
end, of diſeaſes, but that old age is as much 2 a diſe 
as any other, and certainly brings it on. That the 
human frame. is ſo. conſtituted, as not only to 
encreaſe and arrive at perfection, but to decay alſo, 
and wear Hut. That the flame of life grows after a 


certain time weaker and weaker z that the ſolids 19 5 


e 


old 16 Is a a natural thing e. Bei it Þ 1 140 not 0 con- 8 
tend ing t at men may live for ever, or that they 
may live 28 I faid before, three or fiv e hundred 
8 ears; but this I ſay, that old age is the only « diele 
to which we are ſubject by nature; z and that f from 
this, f it is very poſſible men may be much longer 
defended than they uſually are, by the help of art. . 
This I fay, principally on. the grounds L have be- 
fore laid down, VIZ. That the human body is a ma- 
chine admirably, contrived ; from whence, T infer 
That. it may, with due care, be kept in | good | or- 
der, and chat the true ends of life, being fuch as 


require a much greater extent of tine, gt "the 


3232 e 1 
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| ordinary period of life allows; therefore it is mos 


likely, that this unreaſonable” brevity ſhould be 
the effect of our want of {kill, of tare, or of atten: 
tention, than owing to any law laid down by the 
omniſcient author of all things. Theſe are my Prin 
ciples, which I ſubmit to the ſtricteſt examination; 
if they can be demonſtrated to be either falſe or pre- 
carious, 1 ſhall be ſorry for myſelf, and for man- 


kind; finee undoubtedly they carry in them a ſtrong 
appearance of truth, and of the nioft pleafing Kind 


of truth, that which attributes glory to God, by 
diſplaying his good will to man. But leaſt any one 
ſhould fay, that many things look fair in ſpeculas 


tion, which deceive us in the practice, 1 wil, after 


thus expoſing my doctrines to the ray of reaſon, ex- 


amine it next by the reflected light of n 
and ſurely, if this ſhews us no flaws i in it, che 


der and I ſhall proceed cheerfully on our journey, 


and he will no longer conſider” me as one amuſing 
him with a learned paradox, but as che unfolder of 


a great and uſcful fro,” e eee te Pf 
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AcainsT the common sch; che molt ad 
thentic records of hiſtory enable me to allege, that 
though vulgar experience be oppoſite to my notions, 


yer that ſhortneſs of human life, Which is now be⸗ 


come common, was not ſo always, nor is yet fo in 


all places. 1 ſhall not dwell Tong on what is aid 
of the great age of the antidiluvian patriarchs, I 


ſhall content © myſelf only with a few obſervations 
7 
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chat are ae to my purpoſe, the truth of which 
cannot be drawn into diſpute. In the firſt place, 
let it be noted, that though. men lived to be Men 
very old, yet the ſpecies was new. The human 
body had been but lately taken out of the earth bx 
its creator, and retained therefore a great deal of its 
primitive ſtrength. We ſay commonly in our days, 
that a man who lives faſt, takes pains to deſtroy his 
conſtitution z and on the principles of Maſas, we can- 
not but allow, that the fabric of Adam's body muſt 
have been much ſtronger, and better compacted 
than ours; and this it was, that preſerved him ſo 
long, after he had loſt that tree of life, or rule of lis 
ving, which was ſuited to his primitive ſtate. My 
ſecond obſervation is, that theſe patriarchs lived in 
: another world; I mean a world otherwiſe. conſti- 
tuted than ours, and after another manner 3 and 
therefore what we are told of their age, is not more 
incredible, than a multitude of facts which experience | 
and evidence oblige- us to believe true ?, I third 
obſerve, that if with ſtronger conſtitutions, and in 
a better diſpoſed world, men lived to various ages, 
but moſt of them nine or ten times as long as we, 
by great care of our conſtitutions, and out helping 
dy art the noxious qualities of the foveral elements as 
they are now diſpoſed, men may maintain as great A 
relative diſtinction in the en of their lives or 
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Ix is very remarkable, that not only the ſacred 
writers, but all the antient Chaldean, Egyptian, and 
Chineſe authors, ſpeak of the great ages of ſuch as 
lived. in early times, and this with ſuch, confideni 
that Xenonbon, Pliny, and other judicious — che 
receive their . teſtimony without ſcruple. But to 
come down to later times; Attila, king af the Huns, 
who reigned. in the fifth century, lived to 124, and 
then died of exceſs the firſt night of his ſecond nup- 
tials, with one of the moſt beautiful pringeſſes of that 
age a. Piaſtus, king of Toland, who, from the. rank 
of a peaſant, was raiſed to that of a prinqe, in the 
year 824, lived to be 120, and governed his ſub- 
jects with ſuch ability to the very laſt, that his 
name is {till in the higheſt venetation amongſt his 

countrymen . Marcus Valerius Corvinus, a Roman 
conſul, was celebrated as. a true patriot, and a moſt 
excellent perſon. in private life, by the, elder Cato, 
and yet Corvinus was then upwards of an hundred. 
Hippocrates, the beſt of phyſicians, lived to an hun- 
dred and four t: but 4{clepiades, a Penſian phyſician, 
reached 1g0 . Galen lived in undiſturbed. health 
to "A . Theſe. men do ee to their Fables. 


as gory 


ih als Gs rn Wiache ue Hangin De- 
ends premiere I. ii. p. 75. r Guagnini Rerum Polon. p. 64. 
Herbert de Fülſtin, lib. i. p. 13, & Harchnoch, lib+ i. cap. 2. 
p68, & Cato de Re Roſtica, Cier, de Senectut Plin. 
Histor. Natural. lib. vii.  * Evſeb. Chronic, Petav. Rationar. 
Tempor. Tom. i, p. 96. u Plin Hiſtor. Natural. lib. vii. 
c- 14. v Pulgos. lib. viii. e. 14+ p. 1096. 
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Sepbocles, the tragic poet, lived to 130 *. Denueritus, 
the philoſopher, lived to 1045; and Eupbranor 
taught his ſcholars at upwards of too“: and yet, 
what are theſe to Epimenides of Crete ?' who, ac- 
cording to Theopompus, an unblemiſhed hiſtorian, 
nved to upwards of 157 . mention cheſe, be- 
cauſe if there be any truth or ſecurity in hiſtory, we 
may rely as firmly on the facts recorded of them, as 
on any facts whatever; and conſequently, we have 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurance, that even an hundred, or an 
hundred and twenty, is not the dann limir of 
r f e | e 


N f 


2 ties is ain more ” our pd it is not 
this, or that country, in which ſuch aged perſons are 
to be found; we meet with them in many, I was 
going to ſay, in moſt climates. "We have it en 
good authority, that in Bengal there lived a certain 
peaſant, who reached the age of 335 and having 
received alms of many infidel princes, had his pen- 
fion continued to him by the Portugueze® in Cambaja. 
Pliny gives us an account, that in the city of Parma, 
there were found two of 130 years of age, three of 
120, at a certain taxation, or rather viſitation, and in 
many cities of 7taly, people much older, particu- 


* 
a. 


-* Eufeb, Chronic. v Petav. Ratior ar. Tempor. Tom. i. 
p. 96. = Plin. Hiſtor. Natural. lib. vi. c. 14. 2 Dio-' 
gen. Laert. in vit. Epimen. o Barthol. Hiſt, Annat. Cent. 
: v. Hiſt, 28, p. 46. Re K FE l 
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larly at Ariminium, one Marcus Apponius, who was 
150<. Vincent Coquelin, a clergyman, died at 
Paris in 1664, at 142 d. Lawrence Hutland lived 
in the Orkneys to 170*. James Sands, an Engliſh- 
man, towards the latter end of the laſt century, died 
at 140, and his wife at 120f. In Sweden, it is a com- 
mon thing to meet with people of above an hun- 
dred; and Rudbeſius affirms, from bills of morta- 
lity, ſigned by his brother, who was a biſhop, that 
in the ſmall extent of twelve pariſhes, there died in 
the ſpace Gf thirty- ſeven years, 232 men, between 
100 and 140 years of age s; which is the more cre- 
dible, ſince in the diet, aſſembled by the late queen 
of Sweden, in 171g, the boldeſt and beſt ſpeaker 
among the deputies, from the order of peaſants, was 
conſiderably above an hundred b. Theſe accounts, 
however, are far ſhort of what might be produced 
from Africa, and North America, But I confine 
mylelf to ſuch relations, as are truly authentic, and 
I aſſemble theſe inſtances, not to ſheœẽ my own learn- 
ing, or to gratify my reader's curioſity, but with a 
view to ſatisfy him, that as the fact is certain, men 
may far tranſcend what are eſteemed the common 
bounds of life, ſo this bleſſing of longevity is not 
confined to one climate or region, and therefore we 
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| need not deſpair of finding out the art of prolonging 
life, and keeping off the 4 of old age in any 
country. 


Ir is true, there are countries the climates of 
which are ſo wonderfully healthy, as to extend hus 
man life to what is thought a very extraordinary 
degree, as for inſtance; in the countries beyond the 
Britiſh ſettlements in Florida, there died, about 
twenty years ago, an Indian prince, who had the 
full uſe of his faculties to the*laſt, and of his limbs 
alſo, to within a few years of his death, who remem- 
| bered the coming of the Spaniards into thoſe parts, 
and conſequently muſt have been rather over than 
under two hundred years old. We have this ac- 
count indeed from the Indians; but this does not at 
all leſſen its credibility, for they are people of ſuch 
veracity, as not to have any word in their language 
which ſignifies a lie, and finding themſelves often 
impoſed upon by the Europeans, ſince they came to 
have an intercourſe with them, they have introduced a 
very ſingular phraſe, to expreſs at once their concep- 
tion, and their contempt, of falſhood z for when they 
have detected a man in telling untruths, they ſay, 
that ſuch a one muſes ſpeech. They mean by this, 
that he proſtitutes the faculty God has given him of D 
expreſſing things as they are, by expreſſing them as 
they are not, and. See I think the relations 
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Our author had this — gendeman of ae who 
went over to theſe countries. 1 . 
of 
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of ſuch people may be ſafely depended upon; nor 
ſhould I ſcruple to pay the ſame faith to their raditi- 
ons, as to facts, that I would even to the beſt hiſtories, . 


Bur for the ſake of thoſe who prefer the writings 
of the antients, to all other authorities, I ſhall take 
notice of the iſtand of Cea, one of the Cyclades, now 
called Zia, the air of which was ſo wholeſome, that 
it was in danger of being over peopled'; and there- 
fore, as Strabo tells us, the inhabitants had à law 
amongſt them, that ſuch as had ſurvived the age of 
three ſcore, were obliged to drink hemlock juice to 
deſtroy themſelvesk. The material part of this 
ſtrange ſtory is confirmed to us by what we find re- 
lated in other antient authors, particularly Hera. 


clides, and ÆAlian, whoſe authorities are cited at the 


bottom of the page l. But from comparing theſe 
Ol 3s 152 ov. together, 
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x $trabo, lib. x. 5 3359 A law ſeems to have been eſta- 
5e blimed amongſt this people, which the comic a 3 
a” * applauds 3 in the following lines 

: The Cean laws a right deciſion give, 
Who cati't live happy, fhall no longer Rve. ir 
"ON "wy their conſtitution it feems, that ſuch as Abbes; 
e were obliged to drink the Juice” of hemloek, that thoſe they 
4 left behind them might not be ſtraitned for. proviſions.“ Such 
were the ſentiments of this learned hiſtorian, who, notwith- 
ftanding expreſſes himſelf with a great deal of modeſty, and does 
not endeavour" to impoſe his An ee wer upon his readers, 
for an inconteſtable faced a» logon yg gn bens nw 
1 Heraclides' de Politicis, p. m. 20. So'very'wholeſome is 
* the air of this iſland, that both men and women might attain 
* 1 FR * there 


Wo 


— 


The SAGE's TRIUMPH. 21 


together, a doubt ariſes, whether this practice of the 


old people in Cea was grounded on an edict made 


by the government, or was ſimply one of thoſe! 
cuſtoms, which being once united to the ideas of 
greatneſs of ſoul, have almoſt the ſame obedience 
paid to them as legal ordinances. The reader may 
have ſeen that Srabo imagined, that there was a law, 
by which all perſons turned of three ſcore were com- 
manded to put themſelves, to death. Burt he very 
probably might be miſtaken, for ſince the air of this 


and. was very healthy, and. the inhabitants long. 


lived, ür cement. BY, enacting and ION 
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nens to Hirthib'614's age ; but the latter more eſpecially decline 
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this advantage; and that before they are reached by age; and 


its concomitant ivfirmities, by taking a draught of the juice of 


©, Poppy... or of hemlock, put an end to their lives.” Allan. 


var. hiſt. lib. Hit. cap. 37. 4 It is a cuſtom amongſt the Cu 
«that thoſe who are drawing towards old age, either at ſome 
4 ſplendid-entertainment, or when they meet together at a ſo- 
<<. Jemn- ſacrifice, drink the juice of hemlock, from a ſenſe that 
8 *. they. might otherwiſe become uſeleſs and burthenſome to their 
«© country, when afflicted with the infirmities incident to the de- 
« cline of life.” It is a little ſtrange, that neither 7 ournefort, 
nor other modern authors, who have given us large deſeriptions 
of the iſland of Zia, and affect to adorn their writings with quo- 


tations from the antients, take any notice either of the preſent 


Parity oe ener or of this odd cuſtom among its antient inha- 


nba 3t;-Gnce — tell vs, mr . * 4 quan- 
tity of -rains..it plainly. appears, that in old times this country 
was exceedingly populous ; from whence it is aſlerted,, that this 


A are or Se N . into uſe. 
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ſuch a law, would have deprived itſelf of ſeveral vi- 
gorous and robuſt ſubjects, who might be able to do 
their country farther ſervice, if, as he ſuggeſts, the 
law had conſtrained indiſcriminately all perſons who 
had attained to the age of threeſcore and one, to 
poiſon themſelves. We may obſerve that Hera - 
clides's words ſeem to imply a ſpontaneous, much 
rather than a binding law, We may alſo. obſerve, 
that #/ians words clearly intimate decrepid perſons, 
and not all ſuch as had attained the age of ſixty-one, 
All this tends very ſtrongly to refute $:rabo*s opinion. 
But granting it to be true, we at leaſt might ſhew, 
that this edict of the iſland of Cea did not ſubſiſt in 
Tiberius's time. The proof which Valerius Maximus 
gives of this, may greatly contribute to diſcover the 
true ſtate of the affair in queſtion, for which reaſon 
it may be proper to weigh well in this place, may cir- 
| cumſtances of that author's narrative. 


Hz relates, that going into la with Sextus Pom- 
peius®, and paſſing by the city of Julis, he was 
preſent at the death of a lady, aged about ninety. 
She had declared to her ſuperiors, the reaſon-which 
induced her to quit the world; and after this, ſhe 


— 3 9 . — 0 0 _ ” — 


m Pater. Max. lib. ii cap. 6. no 8 in exter. whoſe authority 
is-the greater, from his being, as he tells us, an eye-witneſs. It is 
this that gives us certainty, not only as to all the little circum - 

ances attending this ſtrange affair; but as to every word the 
lady is reported to have ſaid; which would not have been the 
n if we had met with this in ee courſe of hiſtory.”  - 


Bo 
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prepared to ſwallow down the poiſon 3 and in imagin- 
ing that the preſence of Pompey would do great ho- 
nour to*the ceremony, ſhe” molt humbly beſought 
him to come thither on that occaſion, He granted 
her” requeſt, and exhorted her very cloquently, and 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs to live. However, this 
was to HE purpoſe; ſhe thanked him for his Kind 
wiſhes, and beſought the gods to reward him, not fo 
much thoſe ſhe was going to, as thoſe ſhe was quit- 
ting. 1 have hitherto, ſaid ſhe, experienced 

. only the ſmiles of fortune, and that by an ill 
“grounded fondneſs for life I may not run the ha- 


ard of ſeeing that goddeſs change her countenance. 


© towards me, I voluntarily quit the light, while 
ns (£2.08 take pleaſure in beholding it, leaving be- 
00 bind” me two daughters, and ſeven grand. ons, 
« to reſpe& my memory.” She then turned about 
to her family, and exhorted them to live in peace 
and unity, and having recommended the care of 
her houſhold, and the worſhip of her domeſtic dei- 
ties to her elder daughter, ſhe, with a ſteady, hand, 


took the glaſs that was filled with poiſon. When 


the had ic ſhe addreſſed her prayer ty Mercury , and 
| having 
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n Ie deſerves 7 attention, that this. 4, who thay diſ- 
poſed of her own life, thought it no crime againſt the Gods 2 on 
the contrary, ſhe. recommends herſelf to the care of Mercuty, 
who, ſhe hoped, would uſher her to the moſt delightful part of 
Hades; yet Virgil tells us, Thoſe had but a bad reception in 
we other world, who went thither of their own accord. But as 
'$- 28g - 7 B 4 to 
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having belought him to facilitate her paſſage to the 
better part of the receptacle of departed ſpirits, ſhe, 
with wonderful alacrity, drank off the deadly 
draught. When this was done, with the ſame com- 
poſure and ſtradineſs of mind, ſhe ſignified in what 
manner the poiſon wrought; how the lower parts 
of her body became cold and ſenſeleſs by degrees, 


and when the noble parts began to feel the in- 
fection, ſne called her daughter to do the laſt office, 


by cloſing her eyes. As for us, ſays Valerius, who 
were almoſt ſtupified, at the ſight of ſo ſtrange a 
ſpectacle, ſhe diſmiſſed us with weeping eyes. For 
the Romans thought ne no way incompa- 


tible with fortitude. 2 4 ab 15 18 e * + 
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- "Fas fame author acquaints us, chat what) was in 
ſome meaſure an effect. of neceſſity at Cea, | became 
from other reaſons a cuſtom at Marſeilles *; . where, 
as he delivers to us, from his own Knowledge, the 
magiſtrates kept conſtantly i in their own cuſtody, : an 
efficacious poiſon, which none were allowed to uſe, 
till, by a memorial ſetting forth the reaſons which in- 

clined them to quit the world, chey obtained the 
pers -rmiſſion of the ſenate of this city, which, con- 
fiſted of ſix hundred, to make uſe of this method of 


Laving the light of the ſun behind them. Upon 
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to r the fea 1s clears, we are t to preſerve life, becauſe; it 


is the gift of God, and we can Huh thi "EE i infopportable, 


Me! 
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their preſenting ſuch a petition, the ſenate examined 
their rtaſons with ſuch an equal tem per or medium, 
as neither indulged a raſh paſſion: for dying or op- 
poſed a juſt deſire of quitting this earthly: ſtage 3 
whether ſuch perſons wanted to free themſelves from 
che perſecutions of ill fortune, or were not willing 
to run the hazard of loſing, in caſe they had en- 
joyed them, good Furitune's ſmiles. Such was this 
ſenateꝰs rule 3 they did not pretend to conſtrain any 
perſon to poĩſon themſelves, but then they gave them 
the liberty to do this, if they would, whenever they 
judged it proper. Conſequently, no one could kill 
himſelf in due form, and according to law, in thoſe 
days at Marſeilles, unleſs the government had firſt 
permitted him by a public approbation, yunded on 

the Perüfal and ſefious conſideration. 'of the 1 motives 
| inducing him to ſuch an action. If this was a pro- 
per place, many curious remarks might be made 
upon this Cüſtom; but it is more to our purpoſe to 
thew whit tclation | it bears © the ſubject we are 


treating, — 9601585 25h 
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W find, that in alot all ages id? Git 
4 Pitt of diſpair and diſſatisfaction has more or 
leſs prevailed, and taught people to anticipate what 
othiers think comes too foon of itſelf. To theſe furious 


and frantic mortals there are roads efdugf open to 
elcape-frott life; and ſhall we believe, that there are 
none by which we may avoid death for.a time ? 
J Fo deſire this, flows from a principle of nature; to 
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ſeek: diſſolution, is the effects of a depravity of rea- 


ſon. What is of no value is in every body's way; 


the moſt contemptible fool, the lunatic fartheſt out 
of the reach of cure, the malefactor whom a ſenſe 
of his crimes, or the fears of puniſhment have driven 
to the brink of diſtraction; all have this remedy in 
their power, and may fly to death when they will v. 
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; flaſhes a hint, and leaves his reader to convince himſelf by re- 


flection. There are many ways to die, and theſe are in the power 


of all. But how does this prove, that the continuance of life is 


fo great a bleſſing? Becauſe, as he gives us to underſtard, nature 
is not laviſh of her more precious gifts. It is in every man's 
power to gratiſy his ſenſes, and ſo lead the life oſ a yoluptuary, 
but to arrive at virtue and wiſdom is not a thing of ſuch facility. 
We have indeed the means of doing this, but reaſoning, atten- 
tion, circumſpection, muſt be employed, in order to compaſs this 
end. It is not poſſible to conceive an idea of excellence attainable 
without action and perſeverance ; and therefore, whatever can be 
ſo eaſily attained, has not any title to excellence. The rage of dy- 
ing ſeems as much a kind of madneſs, as the deſire of living, when 
the will of God is otherwiſe, is a weakneſs. But common -ſenſe 
teaches us, that long life is a bleſſing, and revelation propoſes it 
as a reward. Abrabam, 1/aac, and Jacob, lived long; the en- 
creaſe of Fob s days is attributed to a ſpecial providence ; Solomon 
Was promiſed long life on certain terms; Hexechiab was reprieved 
for fifteen years, in regard to his piety; and the good deeds of 


© Tobias and Tobit lengthened their days. Under the ehriſtian diſpenſa- 


tion it may be obſerved, that eternal happineſs is ſignified by the 
-phraſe of Ae, and eternal miſery is tiled death; the apoſtles and 
diſciples of Feſus were jealous of his promiſe to Fobn, ſuſpecting it 
to o be an — long life 3 and indeed this favourite apoſtle 
* actually 
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But © one would i imagine that to extend the thread of 
life, to protract our journey to the grave, and in- 
ſtead of a ſnort winter night, to ſubſtitute a long 
ſummer's evening, to the day of our exiſtence here, 
is not ſo eaſy... We ought from hence to think it 
deſerves our regard the more, ſince the diſcovery” | 
would be ſurprizing, and not only prolong our 

days, but immortalize our memories. We hear in- 
deed many make light of this, but it ariſes from a 


falſe magnanimity, from a fond and fooliſh notion 


of ſhewing a contempt for that, which at the bottom 
is deareſt to us all. Beſides, in full health we are 
apt to deceive ourſelves, and to fancy ſuch reſearches 
not vain only, but needleſs; we are then in the pur- 
ſuit of pleaſure; but when we can proceed no far- 
ther, when we are far advanced in years, or the 
vigour of our age is haſtily ſpent, we are too apt 


to reflect and to regret; we languiſn then for what 


ought to have occupied our cares before, and wiſh 
to continue drinking, though it be but the dreg 
of life, and thoſe imbittered too, with the remem- 


brance of draughts that had a higher reliſh, Let us 


own then, that it would be both wiſer and better 


to ſift this queſtion in due time, while we have yet 
abilities ſufficient to diſcover what are the rules re- 
quits to the e of Wiles 00 e 
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vived his eompanions, and the firſt e an * the” n 
in which EEE them Tell: ; 
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enough to come up to thoſe rules, and thereby avoi 

thoſe evils that make even life itſelf Aa burthens. 0 
The. owner. of a houſe well ſituated, elegantly. fur- 
niſhed, and affording variety of proſpects, | that 
| Pleaſe the eye, and chear the mind, is always in 
tent upon kceping it in repair, and does not put off 
or delay ſending for maſons and carpentersz till it is 
on the very point of tumbling about his ears. Hie 
knows that all things will decay in time, but he 
knows that induſtry and art may make it a long 
time. firſt, and therefore by wiſe precautions he 
ſtrengthens one weak place, ſupports another, and 
removes that preſſure that might endanger à third; 
by this . with 4; e e e a de Are 
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Th” "2 This ka very judicious and | ſeafonable Jul wo It is ” 
the flower of one's age that thoſe precautions muſt be taken, that 
keep off the infirmities which uſually attend us in- dur advanced 
years; for if we ſtay till we begin to feel ſuch infirmities, we 
have loft the ſeaſon of preventing, and are fallen under the neceſ-, 
ſity of having, recourſe to the phyſician, whoſe remedies may in ⸗ 
deed relieve fome of the ſymptoms for a ſhort time, but can never 
defend ns long, from thoſe incommodities, that attend à ſecond 
childbood. Our author's ſimilitude is a very good one, and may 
ſerve; to geach us, chat it is. 190. Iate to thiak nf r 


im paired ; ; we ſhould rather i inquire bow this may be Tore, white 
the organs are perſectly ſound, becauſe to preſerve a a thing a as it 
is; implies a co-operation with nature; but to reſtore what is 
periſhed or decayed; is ſometimes: beyond her power; and fre · 
quently beyond ours. There is nothigg ſurprizing in this _ 
but we muſt remember, the pl 
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chatter, be keeps things i in tolerable order, abd lives 
in it with caſe and decency, till ſuch time as his leaſe 4 


7d 


expires, and even then quits his tenement in no 


rotten or deſpicable co condition. N b "OA b ch 9 
I may perhaps, ä all E have lad, 
be ſuggeſted, that in ſuch a caſe as this, which con- 
cerned mankind in general ſo much, and in which: 
every man would naturally think himſelf ſo highly 
intereſted, if the thing were at all poſſible, this art 
muſt have been long ago found out, eſpecially, 
ſince im alb ages there have been a race of men, wiz. 
phyſicians, hoſe buſineſs it particularly was, to ſtu- 
dy ſuch diſcoveries. To this I anſwer, that ſuch 
prejudices as theſe, are the greateſt bars to ſcience; 
that pan uſeful arts are but of late invention; and 
that if his" was diſcovered. heretofore, it might be 
oonccaled from poſterity for many. political rcaſons. 
But beſides, the fact is quite the contrary; this art 
was ſtudicuſy ſought by the antients, and ſome of 
them are Haid to haye diſcovered it. Aelepiades the 
Perfian, whom. 1 haye mentioned already, Was wont 
10 declare, he looked upon a phyſician as ignorant 
of his profeſſion, who could not defend himſelf 
from diſeaſes; and this notion he ſupported by his 
own example, having | lived in the full enjoyment. 
of. health 150. years, and was then unfortunately 
killed by a fall down ſtairs r. Mithridates, king of 
aue preceded! n to this Eu and ſo did 
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many others. But the beſt anſwer that can be given 
to all ſcruples of this kind, may be found in the 
following paſſage from the learned Bacon, a fa- 
mous Engliſh monk, who lived in the j 3 century, 
who diſcourſes thus 25227 the ſubject. 
WAKAT Tt 1s poſſible to Srblerig life, Jos be, 
t may be thus made evident. By nature man is 
immortal, that is to fay, was fo formed origi- 
& nally, as that he might have eſcaped dying; z and, 
& even after he had ſinned, he could live a thou- 
& {and years; in proceſs of time, by little and little, 
te the length of his life was abbreviated. Therefore 
© jt muſt needs be, that this abbreviation is acciden- 
e tal, and may confequently be either wholly re- 


“ paired, or at leaſt in part. For if we would but 


* make enquiry into the accidental cauſe of this cor- 
* ruption, we fhould find it, neither from heaven, 
nor from ought but want of a regimen of health. 
« For in as much, as the fathers are corrupt, they 
„ beger children of a corrupt complexion and com- 
ce poſition ; and their children, from the ſame cauſe, 
< are corrupt themſelves, and ſo corruption is de. 
« rived from father to ſon, till abbreviation of life 
e prevails by ſucceſſion. Yet for all this, it does 


& not follow, that it ſhall always be cut ſhorter and 


<« ſhorter, becauſe a term is a ſet in human kind, 
<* that men ſhould at the moſt of their years, arrive 
« at fourſcore; but more is their regimen, v which 
4 conliſts in theſe things, meat and drink, ſleep. and 

© waking, 
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ak ing, motion and reſt, evacuation, and reten- 
« tion, air, and the paſſions of the mind. For if a 
« man would obſerve this regimen. from his nati- 
« vity, he might live as long as his nature aſſumed 
« from his parents would permit, and might be led 
to the utmoſt term of nature, lapſed from original 
« righteouſneſs 3. which term nevertheleſs. he could 
ce not paſs; becauſe this regimen does not avail in 
« the leaſt againſt the old corruption of our parents. 
« But it being in a manner 1mpoſlible, that a man 
% ſhould be ſo governed in the mediocrity of theſe 
«6 things, as this regimen of health requires, it muſt . 
« of neceſſity be, that abbreviation of life came from 
« this cauſe, and not only from the mene of 
our ee * 

66 « dos Fu art 100 phyſic 0 dio regimen 
« ſufficiently. But we find not either rich or poor, 
either wiſe men or fools, or phyſicians them- 
* ſelves, how {killful ſoever, are able to perfect this 
e regimen, eicher io themſelves, or others, as is 
« clear to every man. But nature is not deficient in 
“ neceſſaries, nor is art compleat ;. yea, it is able 
eto reſiſt and break through all accidental paſſions, 
( ſo as they may be deſtroyed, either altogether, or 
in part. And in the beginning, when men's age 
began to decline, the remedy had been eaſy: but 
« now, after more than five thouſand fant it is 
by difficult to aſſign a e | 
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* NgveRTHELE?sS, Wiſe men being moved from 
& the aforeſaid conſiderations, have endeavoured to 
< think of ſome ways, not only againſt the defect of 
« every man's proper regimen, but againſt the cor- 
„ ruption of our parents. Not that a man can be 
<« preſerved to the life of Adam, or Artephius, be- 
& cauſe of prevailing corruption: But, that life may 
<< be prolonged a century of years, or more, beyond 
t the common age of men now living, in that the 
“ infirmities of old age might be retarded; and if 
they could not altogether be hindered, they miglit 
© be mitigated, that life might uſefully be pro- 
* longed, yet always on this fide, the utmoſt term 
« of nature. For the utmoſt term of nature is, that 
e which was placed in the firſt man after fin, and 
« there is another term from the corruption of every 
<« one's own eee 
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« TT is no man's lot to paſs beyond both theſe 
e terms, but one may very poſſibly gvercome the 
c term of his proper corruption, Nor yet do I be- 
6 lieve that any man, how wiſe ſoever, can attain 
* the firſt term, though there be the ſame poſſibi- 
e lity and aptitude of human nature, to that term 
« which was in the firſt man. Nor is it a wonder, 
e fince this aptitude extends itſelf to immortality, as 
« it was before fin, and will be after the reſurrection. 
But if you ſay, that neither Ariſtotle, nor Plato, 
* nor Hippocrates, nor Galen, arrived at ſuch pro- 
* longation : I anſwer you, nor at many mean 


On en 
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& truths, which were after known to other ſtudents; 
« and: thereſore they might be ignorant of theſe 
great things, although they made their attempt. 
„But they buſied themſelves too much in other 
tc things. and they were quickly brought 10, old 
tage, While they ſpent their lives in worſe and 
«+ οppmon things, before they perceived the Ways 
„io the. greateſt of ſecrets. For we Eno that 
«drift ſaithin his. predicaments, chat the qua- 
<< drature of the circle is poſſible, but net then f 

+ known. And. he confeſſes, that all men were ig 
« norans of it even to his time. But we Know, 

+ that in theſe, our days, this truth is kngwa 3 
« and therefore, well night. Ariſtotle be ignorant of 
« far deeper ſecrets of nature. Nom alſo, wiſe, men 
** are ĩgnotant of many things, which in time to 
« come, every common ſtudent ſhall.know,,. Thar» 
6 ** this objection i is every way vain . 
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80 on were the ſentiments - this very great and 
yery knowing” man, in times of _ the deepeſt igno· 
| rance and | darkeſt obſcurity ; and ſo thorog ghly was 
he fixed 1 in 1 theſe, .notions, and had | zteained o many 
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rather of. the Greek phyliciags labours, digeſted, AY 
| the language of that nation, that he afterwards. 
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I ſhall have frequent occaſion to ſpeak, and therein 


ſuggeſted many admirable precaations for the pre- 


ſervation of life, and avoiding the infirmities of old 
age. It is then certain, at leaſt, that we are not 
purſuing a ſhadow, or engaged in a cloſe ſearch 
after an empty chimera 4- there may be ſuch a thing 
as the art we would reach, and it is not impoſſſbhle, 


that the method ſuggeſted to us by the Roman in- 


ſcription, may be the great ſecret. Ia order to diſ- 
cern the truth of this, or to ſpeak more correctly, 
in order to diſcover how much of truth there is in it, 
we ought firſt of all to examine carefully the nature 


of human breath, what force it has, and what 


mighty feats may be expected from ĩt, ſince the in- 
ſcription tell us, the long · lived Hermippus owell his 
vivacity to the nouriſhment he received from the 
breath of girls, or if we take in the various read- 
ings of the inſcription to the breath of 'yoong eke 
either, or of both Aren TEES? TIE 


Hes under to come to a "thoriagh Ae of this 
matter, we muſt conſider firſt what the breath, 3 is, 
and we ſhall ſoon learn, that as man lives by breath, 
ſo that breath is nothing more than air drawn i in, and 
after paſſing through the lungs, thrown off again, 


that we may draw in'treſh.  T- do not tye myſelf 
here to phyſical terms, or affect a technical manner 


of ſpeaking ; the ſubject on which T write, is of ge- 


neral concern, and I would therefore expreſs myſelf 


in a gong that oy be generally | underſtood. 
| | This 
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This air, hem received into our bodies, aceording 
to ſome phy ficiansz nouriſhes the lamp of life ; but 
according to all, cauſes the circulation of the blood, 


and Other juices; upon which, health and life des 


pend. On the other ſide, the air that we reſpire, 
and* which we commonly call the breath, muſt, by 
paſfing through the lungs, be ſtrongly tinctured 
with the particles of that body; through which it 
has paſſed, and when it mixes again with the at- 
moſphete, muſt communicate certain qualities which 
the air had not before. This 1s: ſo reaſon: | 

at'the ſame time ſo ſelf-evident; that I think it can» 
there ate many people in one room,; the air that is 
common to them all, muſt be ſtrongly impregnated 
with their breath. If cherefore an old man be for 
many hours ſurrounded with young people, we can- 
not help perceiving; that he muſt take in a great 
quantity of that air which: they have reſpired, and 
which conſequently muſt be loaded with thoſe par- 


ticles which" it 2 5 in AT an _ 
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firſt the action of odours in general upon the human 
UH body, and with regard to this, a very cautious wri- 
"007" the Hippotratis of our age; and who will be 
eſteemed the father of modern phyſie by poſterity; 
after having explained wherein the odour of plants 
conſiſts, and how exhaled, he then diſcourſes thus. 
Aobo C 2 : te Hence 


36 Hirviteyos'Repivevus ., 


Hence we may underſtand, that the various; pe- 
< culiar, and often ſurprizing virtue of plants, may 
tie widely diffuſed through the air, and carried to 
A vaſt diſtance by the winds, ſo that We muſt not 
<« preſently account as fables, what we find related 

* jn the hiſtory of plants, concerning the ſurprizing 
« effects of effluvia. The ſhade of the walnut gives 
cc the heads ach, and makes the body coſtive. The 
e efffuvia of the poppy procure ſleep. The va- 
pour of the ye w is reputed" mortal to thoſe - who 
«© ſleep under it; and the ſmell of bean bloſſotns, if 
«Jong continued, diſorders the ſenſes. Fhe ſtrong 
vc action of the ſun upon plants, certainly raiſes at- 
< moſpheres of great efficacy, by means of the ſpi- 
_ <'rits it diffuſes; and the motions of the winds carry 
„them to a great diſtance. The darle ſhades of 
ce thick woods, where vapours are contracted, ocea- 
* ſion various diſeaſes, and often death to thoſe who 
< reſide among them, as appears by melancholy 

examples in America, which abounds with poi- 

«© ſonous trees. For this ſpirit of plan ts, is a thing 

ci peculiar to each PRE abſolutely inimitable,'not 
oh producible by art. It has, therefore, virtues pe- 
<caliar to itſelf, but ſuch een ws. een ; 
55 W nn er te eren 03. Sabo. 
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* the ſmell abi veuitgbles have ſuch high effects, | 
much e ——— may. be expected n 
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odours 3 and as to the effects y of human breath, We, 
know from experience that they are very extraordi- 
nary. It. is generally thought, that in the caſe of 
epidemie diſeaſes, the infection is propagated hy the 

breath *, and it is ſaid to have been the practice ci 
wicked nurſes in the time of the plague, to catch 


the/ dying breath of their departing patients 


in lawn handkerchiefs, for the very worſt of prac- 
tices ; and if human breath when fetid and corrupt, 
is ſo potent, why ſhould we conceive it void of 
efficaey, wen perſons are in the freeſt ſtate; of 
health? Every body knows how grateful, and 
refreſhing we diſcern the breath of cows to be, 
which is thence ſuppoſed, exceedingly wholeſome ; 
and as the fragrancy of young peoples breath, who 
are brought up under a proper regimen, falls little 
ſhort of this, one may very Lobe Wb * 
it n of tht a 1 


nf Vt p 1 17 ps, 


"Mains 10 ker theſe ad to hoe Pee at 
preſent under our examination. It is, I think, al- 


lowed: by ſuch as are beſt, acquainted with the ſe- 
crets of nature, that there is a very briſk and lively 
motion in the blood of young people z to which, 
according to the laws of animal geconamy,. health, 


vigour and growth, are attributed. On the other 
dan a, en of this in em and in conſe- 
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quence thereof, a fluggiſſi circulation; which by de- 
ertes ceaſes altogether in the fineſt and ſmalleſt veſ- 
ſels, is held to be the principal cauſe of the ſtiffneſs 
in the muſcles, which creates that wearineſs and want 


Bf force, that is the great incommodity of old age. 


There ſeems therefore, to be nothing ſtrained or ab- 
ſurd, in conceiving that the warm, active; and bal- 
ſamic particles thrown off by the lungs of young 


people into the air, which they reſpire, may give it 


ſuch a quality, as when ſucked in again by a perſon 


in years, ſhall communiente an extraordinary force 


to the circulating humours in his body, and ſo 


quicken and enliven them, as to beſtow a kind of 
reflective youthfulneſs, which, by eonſtant repetition, 
may for many years keep off and delay thoſe infir- 
mities, to which people of the ſame age are gene- 


rally ſubject. The more we conſider this doctrine, 


the greater care we take in comparing cauſes and 


| effects of the like nature, and the cloſer we attend 


to ſuch experiments as ſeem fitreſt for the clearing 


up of this matter, the more we ſhall be ſatisſied of 


the truth of this conjecture, and the more credible 
this it invention of Eg will -. pool LY 

1 am very ent that there are many. vain, ill- 
grounded, and fantaſtic notions that prevail among 
idle people, in relation to the breath; me have 


_ fancied. that ſorcerers have a power of faſcinating 


therewith, ſuch as they breath upon, and therefore, in 
mooy of the books which treat of witchcraft, this is 
ng x 2 | | uſually 


WS}: 


uſually thrown in as a circumſtance z neither is it a 
new, but an; old piece of ſuperſtition, which had 
ſubſiſted in the world many hundred years before 
the late affair in France, where Miſs Cadiere attri- 
butes her poſſeſſion, to the breath of the prieſt?. 

Me are like wiſe told of nations in the Indies, who 
cure all diſeaſes by breathing on ſuch as are affected 
with them; but this ought to be no more regarded 
than what we meet with in Pliny, of another Indian 
nation, who lived towards the ſources of the Ganges, 
who have no mouths, and who are nouriſhed by 
ſweet ſavours Theſe are either abſolute fictions, 
or, allegorical. accounts, which at this diſtance of 
time, and perhaps, when. Pliny himſelf wrote the, 
were. not underſtood, He; gathered moſt of his 
facts from the Greek writers, and they frequently 
| diſguiſed, AS. they ſometimes falſified their narra- 
E tions. But theſe fictions, which every body « can diſ- 

. Cern, ought not to prejudice matters of tact, of the 
| truth e e enquirer may | be e 


Taz RE are in Spain, a race of people, or as ſome 
writers lays, an order of knighthood, ſtiled Saluta- 
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See the ſeveral factums in that. 8 cauſe, in o which this 


| bufneks af faſcinating by the breath is largely treated. 
|, = Plin, Hiſtor, Natural. lib. vii. c. 2. Czl. Rhod. Anti. Lect. 


lib. Xiv. c. 21. The name given to FI. nation W. Wale 
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dores, Who pretend to cure wounds by breathing on 
the patient, and repeating certain prayers; which 

they affirm were NY St. E1nio®. Thie church 
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C * Delrio Mayic. Dicht, v. Fi i. p. u 
15 r r author ſtates this matter very truly from the 1 
cttes, But having heard this pifſage complained of as obſcure} in 
. the ſirſt edition of this piece, it may not be/amiſs to explain it. 
Don Antonia de Solis, in the 234 chapter of the fiſth book of his 
Hiſtory of the Conqueſt of Mexico, having related a remarkable 
defeat that . — Cortes met with, in which he, received conſi- 
d̃erabſe os; proceeds thus. Upon this occafloH they were 
.* ſenſible of the ſingular gift of a private foldier Tuan Catalan, 
% whogrwithout any other medicine than a little pil, and certain 
* beneditions, cured their wounds in ſo ſhort, a time, that ĩt did 
not look li like the work of nature. The vulgar call this king 
0. of ſurgery, curing by Enſaln, without : any 5 rea ſon or 
«©{zt, theh the having heard ſome verſes out of the /a among 
the bleſings : a kind of practice which morality does not always 
* alloy, and which howeverris ſometimes permitted after a very 
© ſtrict examination. In this caſe it would certajoly.be no pre- 
4 ſumption to look upon ſuch a maryellous effect as the work of 
4 Heaven, the grace of healing being one of thoſe gifts God i is 
«© pleaſed A ales of his mere goodneſs to confer upon man: 
Nor is it rea ſonable to ſuppoſe, that there ſhould be any con- 
** currence of the evil ſpirit, in the means of curing ſo many 
** Sjaniards, when that enemy was endeavouring at the ſame 
time to deftroy them by the Tuggeſtions of his oradles.” He 
relates this upon the credit of Bernal Diaz de Caſtith, who was an 
eye · witneſs, of the trap ſaction ; but Autonio dr” Herreva, in the 
g ed chapter of the qi book, and 20 decad. of his General Hiſtory 
ef America, affirms, that this, was performed by Katherine Row 
driguez, and he gives us the very form of the bleſſing, and adds, 
tat we neyer repeated it aboye twice before the wounds were 
healed, 
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of Rome bas condemned this fanatical practice, and 
ſo do L hut there is another ſomewhat related to 
this. which, whether nature, or chance finſt intro- 
duced into the world, is uncertain, but which is not 
like ever to wear out; and that is, breathing on 
people i in a ſwoon, in order to bring them to tham- 
ſelves, which is found to be very effectual, as from 
natural cauſes might well be expected. Let us then 
in all caſes of this nature, diſtinguiſh: between reaſon, 
and report; vulgar opinion, and the ſenſe of capa- 
ble judges 3 the practices of mountebanks and de- 
ceivers, and deductions from phyſical principles, by 
men of learning and ſound ſenſe. I do not, however, 
deny, that popular remedies have found admittance 
into phyſie, and ought there to be retainet]; for, in 
that as well 48 1 in chemiſtry, the effects of medicines 
are conſidered as experiments, upon which wiſe men 
reaſon, and: aſſign. the uſes, though there might be 
another fort of people who firſt found them out; it is 
one thing to preſcribe rationally, and another to be 
lucky in cures. Hoffman and Boerhaave,. are the 
moſt different people in the world from Paraceljus 
and ee race b menen eee 
mn "2 Fil e WY 
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ia Med d writer bsp celeb. two NATED by joy 
us, that Fuan Catalan preſcribed the manner of curing, and that 
Katherine Ridrizuez performed. it, being eſteemed 4 woman of 
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I v0 not imagine that Hermippus, by reaſoning. 
found out this remedy againſt old age; Lam inclined 
rather to think, it found out him, that is to ſay, by 
vigorous effects, he was led to the cauſe, and by 
feeling himſelf, revived by this medicine, taught 
the knowledge and efficacy of it. If one was diſ- 
poſed to purſue the method of the antients, and to 
dreſs up this ſtory in the garb which Plato GAR 
eb: given ir, one nn ug it 2 anbn li d 
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adorn, and the muſes inſtruct, converſes with the 
good old Hermippus, her youth invigorates his age, 
and the briſk flame that warms her heart, communi- 
cates its heat to his, ſo often as the lovely virgin 
breaths, the kindly vapours fly off full of the lively 
ſpirits that ſwim in her purple veins ; theſe old Her- 
 niippus greedily drinks in, and as ſpirits quickly | 
attract ſpirits, ſo they are preſently mingled with the 
blood of the old man. Thus the vapour, which 
but a moment before was expelled by the briſk beat- 
ing of the heart of Thy/be,' is communicated by the 
ether to Hermippus, and paſſing through his heart, 
ſerves to invigorate his blood, ſo that almoſt with- 
out a metaphor, we may ſay, the ſpirits of Thyſbe 
give life to Hermippus. For, what is there more eaſy 
to apprehend, than that the active ſpirits of this 
briſk...and blooming maid, ſhould, when received 
from the air, thaw the frozen juices of her aged 


friend, and thereby give them a new force, and a 
: freer 
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freer paſſage 3 and thus Hermippus poſſeſſing at ance 
the ſtrength his nature retains; and , borrowing freſn 
ſpirits from the lovely Thy/2t, what wonder that he, 
Who enjoys two 18.638 ww hs mould e e 
or another ee ie: 249) (0:0 Nati 
23. t bonn 
Sales _ inept if we had Wa 
| A Grecian ſage, and then perhaps, it had 
been honoured with numerous commentaries, and la- 
boured explications. But the Romans were a graver 
prople, they contented themſelves with delivering 
truth in the language of truth, and thought, that 
like all eee _ * _ in a og 
dreſs; 0 20% etries VO 21% HEE LITE 
Fa has Fas il us, OS very many. 1 Fra 
their time in the inſtruction, and of .conſequence;in 
the compai of youth, have lived to great ages 3 
thus Gorgias, nie maſter of Hocratec, and many 
other eminent perſons lived to be 108; the year 
before, his death ſomebody, demanded. in- his ſchogl, 
how he had bern able to ſupport fo long che en 
burthen of old age; the ſophiſt replied, that he re- 
| gretted- nothing | he had done, and felt vothing: br 
which he could reaſonably complain; my youth, 
aid he, cannot accuſe me, nor can I accuſe my old 
F age 0 Hi is ſcholar Uſecrates, in the gath year of 
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his ages publiſhed a book,» and ſurvived that pub- 


lication four years, in all which time he betrayed 
not the leaſt failure, either in memory or in judg- 
ment; but as he had long lived, ſo he died with the 
reputation of being the moſt eloquent man in Greece. 
Xenophilus, an eminent Pytbagorean philoſopher, 
taught a numerous train of ſtudents, till he arrived 
at the age of 105, and even then enjoyed a very 
perfect health, and yet he left this world before his 
abilities left him d. Nicholas Leonicenus read the phy- 
ſic, lectures at Ferrara, in the laſt age, upwards of 
70 years, and Langius tells us, that hen he heard 
him, he was ſome what above 96, and to a perſon 
who asked him, by what rule he had acquired this 
green old age, he anſwered, by deliyering up my 
youth chaſt to man's eſtate :. Platerus tells us, that 
his grandfather who exerciſed the office of 2 præ- 
ceptor to ſome young nobleman, married a woman 
of thirty when he was in the hundredth. year of his 
age. His fon, by this marriage, did not ſtay like 
his father, but took him a wife when he was twenty; 
the old man was in full health and ſpirits at the wed- 
ding, and lived fix years afterwards f. Theſe are 


ee Fg. and ſeem, to argue, ie 
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the company of eee le is a great preſervative 
againſt old age. (531186 Ne R oY 11% f 00}! 
abb af N,; ut moths ie e ee 
Tut celebrated Lewis Curburbs ſo well 'Kiowh te 
the world by his elaborate treatiſes on the benefits bf 
a ſober life, amongſt other thibgs that he relates bf 
HSA, tells us this; that when HAH" began — 
regimen, lie brought home eleven little nephews, aff 
ſons of the fame father and mother, all fine healthy 
children, him he "took the pains to'educare Hftrr⸗ 
ſelf adding. that whenever he” cane fröm the ſe⸗ 
nate, he diverted himſelf with the innocent mitth, 
harmleſs ſports; and ĩnoffefifive tattle of the Yourg- 
ſters. . Some of the elder of them, ſays he, en en- 
e tertained' me more agreeably. bey ro ed 
<rmuſick;" often play upon the lute; *actothpany Tt" 
« with their voices; and 'Fiov frequently” Jene m7 
„ 0wh,” Which is as clear, as Rrong; and a6 ect 43 
«ever it was. I have likewiſe compoſed Let” 
«diverting comedy, the Ncenes of which are diver- 
« fified" witli an inoffenfive variety of wit and ü“ 
_ «-r6ur; that has in it an agreeable! turn of thought, 
Land quaintneſßs of expreſſion." Comedy, yon know,” 
is generally the child of youth, a8 tragedy is the 
product of old age. The latter on account of its 
« gravity and ſeriouſneſs, ' befitting. more mature 
< years; whilſt-the former, by its gaiety of wit and 
** humour, is more | agreeable to youth. Now, if 
e an antient Greek poet, though he was ten years 
1 r than myſelf, was admired and celebrated 
| « for 
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T wrote a tragedy, why ſhould I be 
* eſteemed leſs happy, or less myſelf, 'who have 
© compoſed and publiſhed a comedy? When Jam 
< confident, the ſame poet, though ke was ten years 
« younger than I am, yet had not a better ſhare | 
of health, or a livelier imagination . „ J make 
uſe of the authors own words, becauſe Curnaro muſt 
of all others,' have beſt known. himſelf, and the 
very ſpirit he ſhews in reciting theſe things, is a 
moſt evident proof of the ſtrength, vigor; and 
youthfulneſs of his conſtitution. I will, however, 
8 are and Wat e more ee neee 


b Seeardi Wiel n Ging ned by 
che name of Huppazali, was conſul for the ſtate: of 
Venice, in the iſland of Scio, where he dięd, in the 
beginning of 1702, when he was very near 115.4 
This man was à native of Caſal, in the Mongferrat. 
He married in Scio, when he was young, and being 
much addicted to the fair-ſex, he had in alf five 
wiyes, and fifteen or twenty concubines, all of chem 
young; beautiful women, by whom he had forty 
nine ſons and daughters, whom he educated with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs, and was conſtantly with them, 
as much as his buſineſs would permit. He was ne- 
ver ſick ; his ſight; hearing, memory, and activity, 
ION he deer eee ap about 5 0 
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miles 3 his hair, which was long, and graesful, be- 
came rhite by that time he was fourſcorg, hut turned 
black at an hundred, as did his eye hroyys and bęard 
at 1712. At 110, he loſt all his teeth, but the year 
before he died, he cut two darge ones ich great 
pain. His food was generally a few: ſpobnfuls of 
broth, after hich he eat ſome little thing raaſteds 
his breakiaft and Tapper, bread and fruit, his con- 
ſtant drink, diſtilled water, without any addition 
of wine, or other ſtrong liquor, to the very daſt. 
He waz a man of ſtrict honour, of great abilities, of 
a free, Pleaſant, and ſprightly temper, as We are 
told y many travellers who were all ftruck with the 
good ſenſe, and good humour of this, polite pld mand. 
The reader will eaſily diſcern, that the poigt upon 
which J.;cbicfly inſiſt, is his having], continually 
ydung company about him, ſeſpecially young womens 
for though neither himſelf, nor for ught I Kno 
any body elle, ever remarked that this might con- 
ttibute o the lengthening his life, yet ſo the fact 
might be, though not obſerved, It is indeed more 
fot my pur poſe to collect accounts, like theſe, here 
there is olear evidence of the fact, I would eſtabliſn 
before the principle, to Which, I refer it, was ever 
thought of, than to quote inſtances of a freſher date, 
ſince the thing might have been in my head. _Thele 
2 alp Wr W N en F F have cauti- 
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„ che people themſelves, de, L bed gor hk, where | 
| | er ee Te 311. A 5 25 hes | Es, 
„ wr etc (3s e 10 unn Na ; 
"Tux a en nor; ; deve ſay, think me tedious, 
if I ſubjoin ſome few inſtances of the ſame, nature, 
which have either occurred to me, or of which I 
haye been informed. fince I brſt comwitzed my 
thoughts upon this ſubject to the preſs.;y Frederick 
Armand de Scbombergb, one of the greateſt officers ia 
the laſt century, and Who, by his perſonal merit, 
"raiſed himſelf higher than any man of his time, for 
he was marſhal of France, generaliſſimo of the 
ae of the elector of Brandenburgh, duke and 
grandee of Portugal, duke and peer both in Ex- 
Hd a Ireland, and knight of the, garter. at the 
A time of his deceaſe. . Every body knoms that he 
if | "was. killed/at the battle of the "Bone, - after, paſſing 
1 that river on horſeback, and bringing up a regiment 
| that had fallen into ſome confuſion, with all the 
1 vigour and ſpirit of a young man. He was then 
fourſcore and two, and yet very hearty, active, and 
capable of fatigue, nor was he more remarkable 
for his e Eee than * N 
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i Our 125 might have theſe —.—.— from: ſome German 
memoits of marſhal Schomberg, but wherever he had t them, *. 
facts are very well known, and for this reaſom it ſeems unnecef- 
ary do load ibe page with citations to pra them 
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he sar TOY 15 


when 3 he converſed with old 2 4 
gain experience, and when he was old he delighted 


in the company of young men to keep up his ſpirits, 


This is che reaſon that I mention him, for he wag 


in vothing more diſtinguiſhed than by: this difpoſi- 


tion. His perſon was agreeable, he made a fine fis 
gure on horſback, he danced and walked well, and 
was ſo far from feeling any of the incommodities of 


age, either in body or mind, that in point of dreſs, Z 


6 —_ 


exerciſe, and ſprightly humour, he came nothing 
ſhort of the company he kept. The Ser be 
he was killed in Treland, he was walking in the 


park with abundance of young officers about Him, 


and being met by a grave Engi nobleman, he 
could not help telling the marſhal, that he Was für- 


prized to "fee him in bach company; why fo," my 


bord, replied Schomberg, dont you know ' that A "good 
general dbmbys makes bis retreat as late as be can It 


will J preſume be readily allowed, that his keeping | 


young cotnpany might contribute not a little to pre- 
ſerving his good temper, and his galety of find; 


but for my part, 1 go a little farther, and cantot I 


help perſuading myſelf, that it had an influence oi 


his health too, Whether he perceived it or not- A 


a general and commander in chief for upwards of 


forty years, he, mult in conſequence of che encou- 


ragement he gave them, have been ſurrounded o. 
' tinually with a parcel of hale wholeſome young fel. 


| . and as theſe are not commonly ſparing of 
D | their 
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of Yer alk which very probably a 6 law 
defended him from the inconveniences, of age for 
: many years longer, more eſpecially as he e, was tem- 
; perate in his diet, chearful in his humour, and con- 
ſtant i in his . of which dts 5 yelling 
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* 1 Schomberg was a ee yet 
A an Engliſb duke he puts me in mind of an- 
other illuſtrious perſon, exactly of his o] temper 
and age, and who died but two years before him; 
1155 was the Skeet Bore” UF, „Ine. at up- 


F. 


city of a rifing. Ae N is, ; from Mr St. . 
mond, ant I learn his is great! love for the company of 
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e 

* In a letter written my Mr Se. 2 the mos M Mr de la 
Fontaine, we have the fo owirg paſſage; © « Mr. 5 Palkr whoſe loſs 
& we regret, carried the full vigour of his wit tothe ag age of fourſcore 


sand two.” A very little before his death he made a journey to 

iind ont to conſult Sir Charles Scarborough about a painhe k kad in his 
* ep.” I come, faid he, to you, as to an old friend, as well a as a 

_ phyſician, to ask, what this ſwelling means? y to deal plainly 

aid Sir Char let your blood will run no longer. At this Mr 
mali, Was fo little furprized; that he repeated à paſſage _ 
1 Pirgil applicable to the occaſion, and ſoon 207 e it 
In theſe lines of his „ RR 
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bi be n refartable in his youth for being @ great 


ire farner than a general" lovef of the ſex, for 
Ris: morals Were unblem bed, and his *condutt, 

once às chafte"and as gallant? as his verſcd. He 5 
to ſun himſelf as it wete in the beams of Beauty, 4 ad 
Was never fo happy; even at fourſcore, as when In 
the midſt fa circle of the youngeſt and fineſt Wo- 
men about the court; neither was this an iinperti- 
nent affectation, ſpringing from the remembrance 
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ls 1 are quiet when the winks vwe o'er; . 
„5 when paſſions are no more, BY Du, 


Fer then, we know how vain it were to boaſt, 
Of eeting things, ſo certain to be el... 
©?" "Clouds ac Aa from our younger eyes 
NI that . ee which age deſeries. 
aye * 0% 902 $7 20 +. 16631 
The fonle choke ante. 1 — Ky decay d, 
— in new light, thro' chinks that time has i 
Stronger by weakneſs, wiſer, men become 
As they draw near, to their eternal home. 05 
N \ Leavivg the old, both Worlds at once they view, . NNE is 
+... That fland ppon the Borel, of the new; 
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5 cy 15,4 lde Brune, that « our Saber d eneigns the! aothorith # 
| "Ml Se, E Evrenond, and yet makes no uſe of his example N ho lives 
| to a great age; and preſerved his ſenſes to the laſt; but very. pro- 
: "ably he, thought it a good reaſon to leave. him out, becauſe he 
N nof! f ne ſor affecting young, on and was erz 

"ea years 5 2 to dene! . Xa 0 we pt theek: 
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of pait pleature, dor dle fame Tprightly wit and! 
B ocent liveliheſs of con verlation, attended fim even 
then, fo that his company was as much fought as if 


Han eee 


he had not been ſo old by half a century. Upon 


| this inclination of his Re Was complimented by a 
'French'poet,” in a ſhort” Ag of verſes, enflingrwith 


.theſet'two 1555 lincs, ROTH yas tuoriw 5 
t mold E 2 5 iE - SIdg0! Up 
ET Auma the 5 a ſie you ſpend your hours, 
EO Nor think of winter, while Mol the flowers. 
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8 1 115 not repeat tlie ip for though! in 
all probability, it was the pure efforts of "his temper 
that led bim to this converſation, a "arid kept him 
continually in this gay "train, yer it High iy an 
effect upon his conſtitution too, and Perhaps, he 
might | find himſelf more chearful, and at eaſe from 
theſe converſations, though ke did not enter into 
the philoſophical, of rather phyſical "Heafbn' Which 1 
have aſſigned for it. We ſee Wat Wonders are 
done by. the baths at A 2 Chapelle,” the Waters of 
the Spary, and the wells of Pyrmont, in 1 2 
byſteric and ſplenetic complaints; but after all, 

it the baths and the waters that Work the cure en- 
tirely,. or have not the company, Uiverfions,” atid 
exerciſe, a conſiderable influence in recovering ſuch | 
patients? If they had not, methinks it would be 4 
t thing to aſſign the reaſon, hy, the fate 


prom ee them 10 Frequently, the N know the 
8 > 4 NG OY benefit x 


. Sact's aun, 53 


" Keiiefi they ;,peceive,. or rather they fe fee] it and 
| Gherefor afe the les curious in elf erg rics' 
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5 S 1 have to mention comes 


cloſer to che point, and therefore I ſhall enter upon 
it without any introduction. I. have. it from: un- 


queſtionable authority, that a certain nobleman of 
France, whom I am not at liberty to name, made 
uſe af the; ſecret of our Hermippus, and keeping 
conſtantly in his houſe, under the pretence of a cha- 
ritable_ care of their education, ten or twelve young 
girls, in, whole. company he was continually, and 
maintained, himſelf thereby, in a full flow of health 
and ſpiries, till he was upwards of ninety.” tis 
faid he might have ſurvived ſome years longer, had 
not a) ſeruple ſtruck, into his head that there was, 
| ſomething of  irecligion i in this Practice, upon which 
he diſmiſkd. his guardian angel fell into a langaifh- 
ing ſtate, and in a very few months died, as muck 
for the want of their breaths as his own.” " How: he 
came by rhis method, whether by information, c 
ſervation, or i intuition, T cannot tay, bit the fact l . 
both certain and. well known. The famous trarſhal 
Hale Was taken notice of for ſhunning the coinpa- 

ny of perſons of of like years, and affecting to live with 
js young people, Which he was once told proceeded 
from his defare g of forgetting - that he bas becortie 
old. To To,which he anſwered with great ſpitit, that he 8 
| would, never put it in the Power of lis enbetmies to 
5 D 3 remember 
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remember i it... He — his — «POR 
great rigour, for in! his laſt campaign, though. he, 
began, to, feel the infirmities of age, Jet e diſſem: 
bled them as much as poflible, and gave, ſuch an ins. 
ſtance of. viyacity in attack ing ſome fquadron, of | 


py L434 


imperial, horſe, with the king of Sardinia's guards, 
x that the polite monarch, could not. help. telling him. 

be loſt the experienced general in beholding all the 
| ardovr. of a young officer : to x hich the marſhal rer 
ed tht lamps were apt to ſparkle. when, they were exe 
piring.; 3apd indeed this was his laſt, exploit in the field. 
But tg return to my ſubject, which I {hall endeavour, 
0. Place in ſuch a light, as that truth may derive, 
ſome advantage from ornament, without heing ec 
clipfed, either, by unnatural or unneceſſary fiction l. 
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& vm; 2 in 185 1 15 il Xt} 
ich may ; poſbly Poe to the ſupport of our : Mats 5.27 - % 
vments, it we mention two inſtances tlidt have occurred 

ambbęſt 6urfelves fince the publication” of tis Book. The 

geld marſhal cart of Sratr was very temarkableg for preſerviopg a 

great aw; of ſpirits, and good humour in extreme old age, and. 

yot leſs ſo ſor always affecting young company, w with whom. he was 
| onſtantly gay and chearful ; and as he was never happier than 

amongſt his boys, as in his familiar way be was wont to call 
them, ſo they were never more delighted than when they had the 
kundur to attend bim. The other inſtance comes loſer to our 
author: 3 ſyſtem. All. the world bath beard of 1 f. Gery, 
who kept a x Boarding ſchool for Young ladies in 

He maintained his health, his 1 vigour, His chearfuſn: Th bis 8 6 

fen, aud bis good humour, to upwards "of # Hundred, Ws 

would fay merrily when he heard men forty years younger than 

7 5 „ If him 
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- wall 
robable;” is credible; © and Pi 
be ſuppoſed without abfurdity, 4 auther has a 
right to "ſuppoſe, in the ſupport Ver his hypotheſis, 
this 1 hope will ſecure me from cenſare, and the ra- 
ther becaufe I intend it for the entertaintnent of the 
reader MIV ſubject is chearful, and my arguinient' 


car} Have'no weight with people that are e | 


the Hirſt of our faculties that declines, is the fan- 
cy. mel therefore he who endeavours to keep old 
age at a diſtance, muſt enliven that, and ſhew that 


be has che poets power of creation, by raiſing an 
pearanee of that paradiſe, which had been the lot 


of thang during his refidenoe ny if vor forfeitec 
by lt oon folly." eto (09% 46305 vhs, e 


1043-6 Kiso Aue 44 Warr iin 4 2312 bai yr 


4 WIE ſuppoſe then of our Mein that he 


was à tutor or director of a college of virgins, for 


4 ILY) HE Has 


fince the inſcription tells us not, what he was, we 
may be Allowed the freedom of a rational conjecture. 
This colſege of virgins, I conceive founded purely 
for the ſake of education, and thereby affording a 
quick and conſtant ſucceſſion of little maids, from 
the Fact of compre five and bn to thirteen "wh 
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himſelf, , Soughing, groaning, 3 and complaining z <p wade 4, ARS 4k 


Joe thing. it js. to, be plagued: wirb old folks ! 5 gentleman | 
after he parted with his ſchool, did not ſurvive long, and it is 
ſaid he \ was bimſelf of option, that he might not only have lived, 


but have enjoyed life, ſome years win if he had ngt. quized 
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andrahis: in all — cho pen Ing the ſpring 
joy. che ne freſbing pleaſure of rural proſpecta, but al 

ways in che company of their directur e wh?o per- 
haps was obliged to entertain them during the walk, 
wth Seaſorable and-lvely fries" His ſeeming 
extedondinary1. mode of education diſguſt. xerfons-of 


han the Grech ad in af oil, and chm inteiltik pe, 
tiſecd by all the Eaßern nationoo Miſgſun, ur A. 
Aan tales, in which vivacity of imagination ap. 

pears with bete and there a ray of c ſο],qudg- 
ment, quit: beſt wich, terdervatinds} and eſptriully 
oc — W emen f are 18. 


ere cheiifaſbloncn Mig ahanfere; 
ſhould they not: be infrafted|byrexariple 2.1/Fhers 
ts leſardiſference thin maſt people ĩmagine between 
real andy ſoigned ſtories: They differ but an morn 
ing anddevening ſhxdgws, be one i the faint pio-· 
ture of hat has paſſed, the other isa liely repreſen· 
tation of what may poſſibly come. In allother re- 
ſpeéis they are alike;! The ftory of Alenanideriacid Rur. 
and is nom as much a dream as any in che Puy 
tales. Qat: advantage chat ideal relations have over 
Hons, graunded upon facts, is, that we: may c 
triye them ſo n imptoper circumſtances,” 


© Dian which 


Se dane DRIUM EH „ 
a equendly/be diſpenſed with inweſped 
whe Aacterjobar-ar-/the-expence-of! truth. With 
courſes, after their early devotions were over, 
qherfuirxuhis might be entertained in winter morn- 
ings and the day be thus opened with a free! chear- 
ful, and:kindly.ſpirit; alike! agreeeble to his lovely 
wards: and grateful to the good old man- 
Alew ad: ganph , gs 07 958do eau eqn 
1 Avrazcctbis morning exerciſe, I fuppoſe chat 
his female pupils, retire in order to 
bathes 10 dreſs, and to adorn themſelves, all which 
L hook upon 48 uc leſa neceſſary for the old man; 
chan fit and conRYenient for the young: virgins; 
ve ow, that the antients were remarka+ 
biy fond: of baths and of unctions, eſpecially for men 
in years z and the Arabian phyſicians preſeribe them 
once in a we Ef or ten days, and order ſome hot und 


ay nest, as they tend de make old men pleaſanc and 
agrecable ta ſuch ad oonverſe with them, >| fo 
they contribute not 


a little to their on eaſe, | 
and; to the -preſerving that ſuꝑpleneſs in the limbs, 
other hand, elegance in dreſs, and great niceneſs 
ahoot their bodies, is of very high conſequence to 
the preſervation of ſuch a temper! in theſe young 
maids; asl is fit to make them uſeſul in that way of 
which we are ſpeaking, About noon, aſter all this 
Nen 1 ſuppoſe Hermippus meets his - 


8 Hitpbre RE DTVrvus; 067; 
maiddens with as muetu Chearfulneſs, as his conſtitu- 
tiam willadmit, while they receive him with that 
ſprighelineſs chat is natural te their. 1 ſhort oon. 
verlation/ ſhould precede a light, 'welchoſen and 
whaleſomeer nen of whichalb ſeeding freely 
but not to Salteſs; fenfon/!th&voddhilinly Rfinkf f 
recruiting the body with ſuch ingenious and divert 
ing flories, as may amuſe and recreate the mind. 
Aſter the repaſt; muſic, vocal and inſtrumiental, 
and then a walk, or if the weather wil! not permit 
chat; ſome breathing exereiſe within doors, 46 ſich mY 
degree as may excite eolour but i chou FGreing 
n Hochitge "864" Ac Ls Ne N CDi 20 Rech 
Ann AH i eine? 1 og. e uber, Ad 
Tx evening? ſhould among ſuch! | 
Sh det w. Ader ben, e Man 40 der 
Lially the youngeſt, ſhould be ihdulged i all the 
little innocent paſtimes that contfwöte either 10 the 
exerciſe of their limbs, or tlie improvements of their 
wits,” and theſe ovghe to take theft türts, according 
w the rule preſcribed by theit dirtctor. For in 
ſtance, after blindenan's Huff, hoop” and hide, or! 
nunting the hare; "there ſhould ſuccecd queſtions and 
cottitriands,” pictures and motto's,” riddles, or fortie® 
— the like fort; And laſt of all, two of thre 
of the eldeft might gently lead them by a fen 
grave” ſtories, inte a bit diſpoſſtion for tllem evening 
devotions;' after Hic rhey might retire” to their 


dormittory; each having Her proper cell, but all open 
Dit * e n. ri 4 lol * $13 1 36 4164 at the 
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Ab hes p as alſo. the. director's apartment at 
the; upper end. In a college like chis, With ſacky 
companys; and under ſuch regulations, here all the 
Popils are chaſte as Diana's nympha, froſn as tha 
ſweet as the ſummer, and harmleſs as the 
winter, exer full. of life and ſpirits, free from diſs 
eaſes, cares or diſtractions of mind, eaſy in their: 
tempers, affahle in their manners, fond of obliging, 
grateful when obliged :; I can ſcarce imagine that a« 
ny man could ſpend his time more agrecabiy than 
Hermiphus, live freer from à ſenſe of ſorrow, ar mort 
remote from. the ſhadow. .of death. By this Fegi= | 
| men, he might be provided with an almoſt contins 
ual refreſhment from their odoriferous breaths, and 
loſe their company, but at ſeaſons proper for 
chem and. for him. Lis blood would unt, only re- 
ceiye conſtant ſupplies of ſpixits from the axtiſicial 
atmoſphere,, conſtituted, by this contrivance, but his 
genius alſo would be kept briſk and lively, by a per- 
petual intercqurſe with perſons in the moſt active pe. 
riod of life, Secluded in ſuch à retreat, from all 
the hurry, all the diſorder, all the accident that at- 
tend a lifg of. buſineſs, he would. cafily- eſcape dif- 
quiet and fatigue, removed from all the, views of pro- 
fit. pomꝑp, and pleaſure ; be would never feel the 
cruel diſturbance, of any reſtleſs paſſion, the deſire 
of getting would never torment him, begwould ne- 
dere be perplexed wih the fears, of laſing, if bit 
heart was at any time touched with pain, it muſt be 


at the parting with a ſcholar, ind even this would | 
admit 


| mix of we re <lich, from the pleaſure afforded. him 
| [ meg receiving. a new ee At leaft, theſe are t NC 
| [ comforts I. have figured. to myſelf, attendant on ſuck 
1 a. 1 ſuch of my readers as are bleſſed with 
| | | fancies, . conceive him i in a 
| [ fon of ll higher and Tnore Spier NI.” nt 


1. 


1 901} 5 { 9 C323, 
Bans Gniible-ie ray. be, jectec 
: of this eee is ae « 


t i 60 be eme this Ih have — 4 ited 
Hermippus was really nouriſhed by —— at] 
men, as I have already ſhæwn, it is very. 1 
e believe he might, we maſk then konceiye to ur- 
ſelyes f mM occupation, ſome. Way of kf. in which 
de might eafily, and conſtantly receive this comfort- 
able medicine; and, if. the account. 1 have given be 
fo far probable in itſelß, and free from abſurdity, as as 
ro convey. clearly to the reader's mind ſuch. an idea as 
f would willingly have it, it is not in the leaſt mate- 
rial, whether there ever was: ſuch a college, for that 
comes not at all within my alſertion, it is ſufficient 
for my purpoſe, if ſuch a college there might have we 
been. Another reader may, perhaps, 11 


12 


eber. e 4, moe: e e "wn | ter. 


e Hehe tr nay be the File 
ſome mention made in the antient inſcriptions. Asten 7: 2 | 
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preting Ai inleription; if he does F mall Act dg 


pie inn or "envy him ie ferclity of his invelt! 


notion Thive Forthed of the'pdMbility of the thing; | 
Und therefore as a fathefnaticiat dravry Ki Babs 
in order tö plain tie propoſitions he — 
I have exhibited this example, to ola {Fate the 

dite ber I Would res recormiend, | 

1201 vtenidns  yErmiolds ei feine, Ra ad) S 
O hay Won 1 , chat wok df EW 
am ms alledged"'of the long life 6f fuck as 
have tatight 
1 have advanced, in as much as they all con(&edl 
belon young men. Yer, if this objection affect 
what 1 Kar Uelivered, "the credit of the inſcription 
remaitis MP Untobchd. „ fince ſottie Underſtagd' ft of 
boys, tHoogh F inclihe to interprer it of Bills; for 
reaſons that will | hereafter occur. But, whtkver 
makes chis objection, muft' admit, at cht kite verges 
making it, That thers'is a extrabrllinir) 9 i 
the breath" of young men, which duly" collidered, 
will be found a very great conceſſion. i in m Hy age? 
ſince, if the e be any ſuch efficacy in the breath of 
young men, no reaſon can be afſigned"why why fop- 
poſition Thould be held lets teaſonable. "1A things, 
therefore, "that make' in general in favour ef h 65 
breath, or th favour of cke breath of youhg' peoph & 


dawn, „A to thoſe particular circumſtances, which 
render female W ¹˙· 1 to 
200197 2 5 aſſign 


tion. My ubebunt ef che matter ferves tb help the 
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alfign them; and this I Hal de ws OY 
in the tnean time give me leave to remark one thing 
more in favour of my fictitious hiſtory df the college 
of virgins, viz." that the greadeſt men Have thought 
it allo wable to introduce ſuch deſcriptions wherever 
they have judged them requiſite,” or agreeable to tlie 
ſubject of which they were treating. The learnetl 


Sir Thomas More, laid down a ſyſtem of politics in 


his Utopia® ;' Barclay has written an ingenious hiſto- 
ry in his Argenis; and the great chancellor Bacon has 
exhibited tlie moſt beautiful of all fictions in his hif- 
tory of the New Aulamiso; which hiſtory, if I mi. 


ig not, To to mk : potion hr England. 
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'» "There are me ie dieren about the bud edition of this 9 
the famotis Mr. Maittaire fancied, there was 6ne in the Year i 7 16; 
but he'ſs miſtaken, tlie firſt editibn of it bore the following title. 
De optimo republics ſtatu, deque nova-inſula”Trpie, Theme Ms. 

+77 libri duo, quibus prefiguntur epiſtol Dſdetii Fra/mi, Gul. 
| Budzi, Petri Agidii, ac in fine adju uncta Hieron. Buſlidii epiſ- 
tola. Baßßls. Joan. Froben. 1518. in 41. and has been print- 
ed very often fince. It was tranffated into Egle by Rab R5. 
_binſon, in 1857, which tranflation'biſhop Barnet miſtook for the 
author's own; however, he ventured to make another trayfia- 
tion in 1683, and a very good one it is. It was \Srapllated 1 into 
alias in 1 548. but the author of that verſion is not known. 


There have been three tranſlations 1 in 951 of e tha t MY 
 Sorbire is eſteemed the bell: „ 


. The author is Ache enough in bis obſervation, / 1 
2 borrowed his notion of a philoſophic college from lord 
{Bacm's Atlantis, and frem Mr. C:oky's notion of ſuth a college, 


| ON » © Le 4. dy int es pra} ey otter tree 
the Regal Society had its beginning 906 TT 
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Bur I muſt bor conceal two orhes-ohjeRionsnf: 
far greater weight, that have been made to this don. 


trine of mine, by the ingenious Mr. Nunningp. i 


| fays that learned perſon, your ſyſtem be founded in 
truth, if there be really any ſuch vigour and efficacy 
in the breath of women, or even of young women 
how, comes it to paſs, that cheſs men have not at- 
nined to any extraordinary age, who are knn to 
have had the greateſt advantages polfbia wich 
way F upon this, he puts two queſtions, why, ſays 
he; did not Solomon, whoſe wives and concubines 
were ſo numerous, and who undoubtedly were young, 
beautiful, and kept entirely from other mens why 
did n not this Solomon, continues he, live beyond the 


ordinary age of man; whereas,” the ſeripture tells us, 


chat he did n not reach that which is common in our 
times d , this is the firſt objection; and it muſt be oven · 
ed, that Mr. Nunning has put it very modeſtly for 


Solomon Had beſide this,"tnany other advantages He 


wasundoubit edly a great pf loſopher, an excellent: natu- 
raliſt, and underſtood perfectly the art of conducting 
life, to which we may add, that ſome have believed 
him an exqquiſtte anatomiſt; phyſician and chemiſt; 
+ thut if he died before ſeventy, who was poſſeſſed 


— Ra 


. luch d ve W uch immense bebe 


e's Thisgentleman i is canon of e and is now. — | 


ia Carmany; In quarto, a Work, entituled, monument momuſbe 
ria. which. is to contain, the Elogies of all the Rreat men 
who have been natives of the hiſhoprick of Munſir a 27 
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below him in all reſpects, ſuould acquire the kr 
lege of that which was indubitably"bi& Form him? 
this is ches baſe feed faitly; Treaty,” and fulfy, for we 

not to cheat or deveive varredders, But tö in 
furl and Babfy ee v our ende 


3 — by the ſtandard᷑ of trut u. 
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bs, Ning ſecond" objett an rd fm 


_ the'ſeraglis's of the 'ThrtjÞ'mondtchs: y ys 


he, donor the great lords of the Oiſomun Er ws” 
who have ſuch numbers of young and ine Witten, © 
always in their powety, Hye 10 4 great age ? or ra. 
ther, 'why fince they have this balfam '6f life Lontis 
nually in their poſſeſſion, are they ſhorter lived than 


other men? and that too, in 1 where chere 


5 4100 by extending it to the buche ef Porſts, 


che Fig of Tarrary, the A 


to thelerſungtſtions »bebiuſe. if Tear fairly" and clear- 


ly teſte them, my doctrine muſt appes A rab : 


| nne certain, deck _— ae and” 


5 * 
mit, 


vour is Hot, th gi 5 
an air ef veracity to our G] opinion; but c tity 


*this'peſpcet;Erfoy to 
the en che ſame advaritages with ie OY is 


mit, ator — Willy th ſeen 

y deſtructive of my ſyſtem but if dotwithſtand: 
all this, I am, as I think Jam, in a capacity of he. 
ing that they do not at all affect what I have advance? 

ed, but that on the contrary when. duly c by 
they fortify it extremely then I hope che, teader 

vill attend with the greater ſatisfaction to ſome ad- 
ditional. arguments that I ſhall offer in ſupport of 
chis notion. It is the great beauty of truth, that 
the more we examine it, the more different lights ' 

in which. we. place it, the more pains. we take ia 
turning and twiſting itz the clearer we percaixe ĩts 

excellency, and the better the mind is ſatisfied about 
it; whereas falſhood however fair it may appear 

ben eg out to advantage, or ſet in a fall lights... 


yet ĩt . of e 
an 


4 ; Frei T TB HET 155 * 1 73 1 
„ 24 4 SF we: ert ov *F ofa © bw 8 $ 9 cho 
Tus biſlerg of gala, 1 vely. We 


in the ſaered writings. and the cireumſtances thete- 
in laid down,. enable us to give ſueh an accqunt of 

the manner of that princes life, that ve nead be 
under no ort of ſurprite at the earlineſs of his death, 
He was, it is true; the wiſeſt man that ever lived 
of which he has left us very noble and conviteing 
teſtimonies. In His writings. / He was a. great politi- 
eian, excellently skilled in the arts, and petſacmt 
maſter of the polite literature of thoſe times N ha | 
with all this, we {ce that he-was — aun 
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dunians, and Hittiter, and each endeavourecl to re · 
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| thewathe means by Which this ſovereign medicine of 


96% Hrifnrpbs RxDryrvus; 0. 

he would have puſhed his reſearches beyond the 
—hound&-of human nature; and when he found him- 
ſeolfchecked, he then began to complain of the bur - 
chen of knowlege; and tlie tineinmeneſs of ſuch en- 
qðiries. To deliver himſelf from theſe anxieties, to 
calm his cares, to [drown his doubts, and bury his 
apprehen ſions in oblivion, he had recburſe to ſenſu- 


l dolights, having cunſtantly in his ſeraglio a mul- 
titude of fine women; | amounting as the author of 


the book of Kings tolls us, to ſeven hundred wives, 
who were princeſſes, and three hundred concu- 
bdines ri With theſe he led an effeminatez u laſei ; 
.- and/profligate life. Theſe women Were an- 
1 tions: Egyptians,” Moabites, Amonites. vEdomnitesg Zi. 


„emen dercn deten benanerrg un mer 


of luxury 1. Amongſt ſuch a heterogenous maſs of 
females, all corrupt in their morals, all different in 


their cuſtoms, all filled with jealouſy andi emulation 
ef each other: what reaſon/ was there to hope either 
fox quiet or for ban en, eee 


0 In: eee W hav given; ofuthe: life of 
1 Hermipgus, e have uſed our utmoſt oadeavour to 


Which Weé are diſcour fipg operates, and how it is co 
he e, We ſuppoſe our old man to be of a 
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- gendo/udiformy and pleaſant Jifpofition, always eaſy, 
. always comment and ſurrounced by numbers'sf bloom - 
ing virgins wo young to have either their bodies, 
 oritheirichoughts'tainted 3 and we ſuppoſe theſe per- 
bons ſpendlintg thelr-rime? together in chaſte and in. 
nocent amuſements. But the life of Salomon was. 0 
5 very e reverſe: of this, his thougfits were in @ perpe- 
/ tnalchurtygthis-mind in conſtant agitation i one da 
deeply plunged in philoſophical and metaphyſical 
dontemplations; the next ſunk in ſteptical:Coubts, 
engeren. che b N00 

aſufrd und abandoning himfelf withoht T 
0 not only to che he nes of his own (de, = 
but woithe wilder extravagancies of à multitude wor . 
 wicidas1worenyd All this we learn; not brity roch 
biſtories of indubiei ble authority, but from lis Oi 

— there we ſee the ſtruggles of nie- hkkwt; 
Le ee, 6s bis intem- ; 
knowke!/afd im cohfcquthce 
\bfalbrhigkis eee but Ivithive d, . 
neſs between theſe two charùctetsꝰ can one imagine, 
that the converſation of women in ſuch a diverſity of 

circumſtancesa ſhould habe the fame effect on Fold. 
moniand farmnpus @ or can it enter into the Head f 
any man id wich a found underſtanding that 
dbis, or any ucher medicine," codld defend Splomhy 


fromc old age, bonſidlerimgithie eoirſe he held? was 
there ever a man that Nudied the prolongation of life, 
rtr morę Aſſiduity than Solomc laboured tc to cherten 


ite 1 een. fie ſpickts: with intricate and 
ans | hy " i | per- 


.68  Henaipeys, Reprytvuss a, 


al queſtions about preſent and future felicity. 
which rendered it impoſſible for him to enjoy it? 
Did he" not by indulging his paſſions, ſcatter the 
ſeeds of deſtruction? and did he not, by his luxury 
and intemperance, cheriſh and cultivate them, till 


they ak laſt, as they always do, diſturbed the frame 


of his" mind, as well as ruined, his conſtitution? 
What n then that Carey: 185 n e, * 


Wa 14 1 hive aid, will, 1 dare fay, bh the 
„ gentleman who propoſed this doabt, and 
every reader who ſeriouſly conſiders it. The objecti. 

on takes Solomon for a perſon in chat very ſituation 
wherein 1 would place Hermippus ; but I have ſhewn 
this to be altogether” groundleſs. The objection 
. takes it for granted, that I look upon the breath of 
young women to be a univerſal. medicine ʒ whereas, 
I affert only, that the breath of young virgins in a 
particular way, may defend a, perſon againſt old 
age, who, by temperance 'and moderation des 
Fends' kimſelf againſt diſeaſes. - But, beſides what 
1 have mentioned, I have yet fomerhing 1 more. to ſay 


as to Solomon, which 1 might have offered before, : 


and which would have excuſed me from « examining 


his'caſe atall, if I had in the leaſt inclined .to, oY 


45 m ye al rg any. ſuch e 11 9101 


ö rplexed' enquiries?. did he not vex himſelf with per- 


r 


be T 15 H. 5X51 
twice in 1 we. o that. this n man "Was not in the 
tame Rtüation With others, and therefore, not ft te 
be confiflered : as an example, 1 might puſh, this 
further till, 7 obſerving, that God vas pleaſed to 
promiſe him "length of days, if he imitstecd the 
rightheouſnels of his father David z. ſo that he hads 
much better medicine i in his, power, than human 
wiſdom could ſupply him ww and yet he knew 
rot 9 ꝗ— 4 ule i Ap The fer iptures ſay, That when. 
was old, his wives 1 away his hears. 
r. Oldne neſs i is here uſed in dhe ſenſs 
underſt 74 it, 


condition! pd "not 11 the ons life,, ths | 
ſenſe, e alomon was det old. # when. be Ws hy 


he e not fixty ſey even, ; The : plain eanin 
| therbf6te, of this text oſt "be. that when, his. vi vices 
Had OWE his conſtitution, and weakned his fol. 
ties, then t heſe women, | to. whom he gave himſelf 
op, „ drew him im to idolatry, and theſe. nurſes, of. his 
cor chiko, "induſtriouſly, taught him o 
fall” "Drawn t by their 5 55 by . 
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py R exarining A objckion $5 fully, it will 
me much, leis trouble ta gleat up the other. 
Nd Aan chere be more contrary:tog or irręcon· 
elleable wich. the doftrine 1 have, Isid down, chan 
the lives led by Eastern monat 375 allyrirers.agree, 
that to; give ſtrength! and firmneſs to the-bodyy. there 
is bething fs Heceſſaty as chaſtity. in green. yeats. 
1 e Germans, 2 Tacitus: tells. us, were Want to pre- 
ſihve themſelves from women, till they were thirty. 
1 eaſt, anch this he al igns. as the principal cavie;of 
their roboſtnck, ed and dere Mic Hon. 


mage e e ee, 0 
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cbey are nth in 0 mother Wei pd 
che diſſolute eettiper: of che, father, prevents the wirt 
tuous education of the ſon- While they aren yet | 
ſriplings, they are permitted .the uſe of women, in j 
order to enervate their minds, and when they grow, 6 
up, an effeminate luxury, HEE the Principal bur t 
ages oF their "lives. ASM Re PP 
ah 5 C 21 £11311 10 QI 21107 1 
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thall we look. for health or Jong life? 28 5 1 | 
to the r les of wiſdom or ſcience, I mean to the 
dictates · S good ſenſe, or to 
Npteß II pot, where! lies che 
tion? irt Bk Ee + 4. £5 
«Mk (gi e ee eee off 4, ns 
et, beſides all this, bas il there be fit arthors: 


4 or mote decifive anſwer, which is; that 


the maxims Ur | 


r ae 
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ve cin never ipropetly judge in chis cals,vbeedaſe- 


tedc heb us that th. 


princes ſeldom or 


never die wrathral-death; In the field they are en 


on chances of war, and if we lob 


e dialog Again, aſider 1 —- in — | 


Padity, and 


from the very nature of an arbitrary de- 

ſpotie Ferernmet, vou muſt be ſenſible that they” 
ated continually liable to popular inſurrecxions, in 
which many of their princes have likewiſe fallen. 


Bat if ye purſue them further; and follow them in- 
WEE cher private life," a8 50h will pere 


Wend mfc 1616 Maſe dan any of 
Cs. The intrigues and j jea 
wives, nee ere ſuch Sap eee 
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the fieſt and ſtrongeſt objection contain another 
Anger fulleſt, cleareſt and mog us 
opinion I eſp uſe} The cage ae ebase, Kite 
Sn iv hd age,, which..L.-ſhall-(Garg.Gally-and 
 fajrly,ji.Jc..is ſaid,, that king- Dowd, grow.-old and 
Þ.rickep in years, his natutal heat Gecaying ta ſuch 
A degree, chat nd addition of claaths could-giverhim 
heat in this diſtreſs the phyſicians ad viſed him. to 
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OZ 


dhe very remedy which, I recommend; Let chete 
ff be. ſought, ſaid they, for my lord: Tha / kings a 


-& young virgin, and let her ſtand beate tha king, 


ie and let her cheriſn him, and let her lie in hia ibo · 


om, chat my lord the king may get heat. A 
ag the Shunamite, was btought to the 
King, and of her we read, chat due (yes, Jaink! 
yery fair, that ſhe cheriſhed the” 15 on and mini- 
1 fired, ta him; but the king knew: her wer This 


is the tory, as it ies in che 3 
| od wich-thaielieary 
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pf this remedy. and underſtaad how age might be 
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en 8 Roger Ben . 
ited: before, in his treatiſe of me cure ef af e 
has! a large chapter upon this'ſubje@t f thougti, fs 
he wrote<to-a pope, and in am age 'no-witys firvont- 
able to him, or his'diſcoveries, he chooght' proper 
y0:canecal;whity he admits to be the moſt efficici= 
dus inedieine, it was in his power to preſcribe, un- 
der ſucꝶ dark and obſcure terms, that few 1 believe 
bave rrathed his true meaning. It may pe 
. be. ſulpetted that I have deteived myſelf, and that 
having this notion in my head, I have found in Ba- 
can works, things that were never theres” for 
which ea, u wel as brats T 
more curious or more pertinen ripe rear Twin 
rite bs woch of his book, as relates to-this. dier. 
juſtice by-my common, 9w Tat Ie. ns gn, 
ni BN en 203 bediene offi. 3663 it 4199. 
„av read) many volumes of the WII 
And oxi chings/in phyfic which teſtore the tat- 
ral heat: weakned by diſſolution of | the'irindte 
s moiſtüret or inerenſe of a foreign one But cer- 
uind wiſe men have tacitly made merition of lome 
* medicines, which is es bee 
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»watever is diflolyed from "any thing, it muſt'of 
tee | 1 & neceſiity' 
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Gandl although dometimes it be found, — 4 
«/i0t:commodiguſly he had of all men. Aud in- 

ſtead f city the wiſe do uſe that — ] ve 
6 n — | and pre- 
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% Newpwhen this ching is Uke to — * 
f temperare ebmplerion, it bath good: opera- 
tions if its temperature b better, it produreth 
better effects; ſometimes it is even in che highelt- | 
— of i its" tres and then” there 3s woe 


” aud ee they ee che Hative. h Tis 
this doch prijcipally frengtbem the füttve 
« heat, 


/ 


6 — s Rrprvivus jb; 
— that, reſteſhes the body by moiſt. 
Abening andi heating it. For it reduces this heat in 

void men, who have it but wWeakly and deficient, 
An to a oertain ſtronger and more vehement power. 

Il a plaiſter be made hereof; and applied to the 
A ſtomach, it will help very much, for it will re. 

* freſh the ſtomach itſelf, and excite an appetite; 

« it will very highly recreate an old man, and 
chen; hic do a kind-of youth; d will anke 

$;complexions by what means ſoever deprived” ot 

Si Rey ww * 03 N 7e 001d Stn 0 

Arad nd e iv e Shs! gi a7 % gon 
11 15 Matrywiſe men a hows pee bier of tim 
thing, they have indeed laid down vehing 

like it, as Galen in his fifth bout of Hanpte sch. 
ines, and Johannes Damaſaanus in His —— 
A Rut it is to be obſerved, that Venus doth weaken 
4 and: demoliſh the power and virwe of this 
and it is very likely chat the e of the prince, in 
2 canon of ſimple medicines,” ſpoke of the 

„thing, where he faithg/#bat- there is a rertain' mer 
4, dicine cuntealed by 4viſe: men, laſt the incontinem 
pow mig ch their creator, There 18"ſuck a” heat 
4+..inithis thing, as in young men of a found) com: 

1 2 A plenion, and if I durſt declare the properties of 

4 : | '*%/xhis[hears;this moſt hidden' ſecret ſhogld:prefent- 

— 11 che revealed. For this heat doth help the pal- 

. ical, it reſtores and preſerves the waſted" ſtrength 

vi | « of the native heat, cauſethi it to flouriſ in all 
= 40 en, and gently revives the aged. 

Theſe 


8; * * 


. 
e 
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Theſe a are preciſely che words of Bryat Westin 
thing now to be conſidered is, whether we have 
rightly interpreted ther, or whether they are capa- 
ble of any juſter, and more natural ſenſe, which af. 
ter a few reflections on the motives that have deter- 
mined us, thus ae it, n be reg 
eee f ain T0 N vr tt 
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„Saen 8 da his myſte- 
ious preparation was no other than the quinteſſence 
of human blood; but whoever conſiders the deſerip- 
tion of it, in all its parts, will eaſily diſcern, that it 
can be no ſueh thing, ſince the odour or ſcent of it 

is recommended on account of its grateful ſweerneſs; 
beſides, quinteſſences are taken inwardly, whereas, 
he directs this medicine to be applied a8 a plaiſter 
to the ſtomach, and indeed the other marks agree 
with ſuch a quinteſſence as ill as this. Others have 
believed, that our author intended here to deſcribè 
a kind of precious ſtone, but ſuch muſt beabſolutely 
unacquainted with his manner of writing ; for he 18 
no affecter of myſteries. in order to ſtrike his rea- 
der with amazement, or to raiſe his o reputatiott, 
both of theſe little arts he juſtly contemnedd. His ob- 
ſcurity proceeds from this, that at the time he wt, 
he was in priſon for writing againſt the pop 
that was. then current, and he addreſs'd this book to 
pope Nirbolas IV. his proſecutor, in order to ob- 
tain his pardon 3: but being doubtful ho far it would 
ere he was very cautious in writing, that he 
might 
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- for extraordinary cor ied 


«capacitics.13 Ham eee Pricci- 


- ous ſtone, why ſhould he. talle {@ darkly t ehis-cer- 
tainly: did not require ſo much pains toi be taken to 
hide it, and ſo far would ſuch a dark account have 
been from ſerving his purpoſe, that it would have 
been viſibly contrary to his i and by leaving room 


-leaſt:danger he might ces —— 


if our interpretation be admitted; there was the ut- 


moſt; reaſon for all this caution;; his apdlogy/is per. 
ſectly reaſonable, and all the daubtings and hefita- 


tions that are thrown in, appear ſo many meckelker. 


B nts artfully ang yay, rropetly: placed. 
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81 8 defeription of Bachs, and 


. 


pee it with the picture drawn by the hand 


of a greater, and ſtill more knowing man, and we 
ſhall be apt to think that we hear Solomon deſcribing 
the lovely Shunamite, Look upon Bacons words a- 
gain, and imagine the thin veil to be removed 
vou will then ſee the perſect figure of this damſcl 
that was very: fairz you will diſcern the'rofe of Sa. 
ron, and the lilly'of Dames; her hair like purple, 
in curling locks; her tuo young Toes that are twins, 
feeding among lillies; her head filled with the dey, 
and her locks: with the drops of the hight 3, ber 


countenanee fair as the moon, clear: as the ſun; ;. her 


Eſet n the caſte, as ſhe: ſets under the Sha- 
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De Sager TRI UMR WS 
dom mithogreat. delighta her ſpilacharda anti chief 
ſpices, while the ſonth wind blos upon her garden, 
avaters, andi ſtreams of Lelunan; and here the falreſt 

then ner beloved de parts. 6 I 1 

ci vi i ee es 9425 64) ui nn ciatin 

Tuts commentary) fafciently-explaits the ber. 0 

but to put it. beyond doubt and to apphy all this 
eltectuelly to- my ſubject, 1 Kall. touch gentiy bh 
two or ahres remarkable paſſages. In theꝭ firſt-place, 

_ our author ſays, that this medicine is likenꝰd th nt 
which goes cut 0. the mine of the noble animal 
and What gan this mine be, but woman, in whom, 
as in a, Mine,, the. noble animal is formed. Ehen 
again, our author ſays, the infirmity of a brute ani- 

mal rarely paſſes, into man, but into another animal 

of the(fame kind z but che infirmity of ta man, pa- 
ſes into mam and ſo lch becauſe-of:likendls, - 

ö Here he lars open a gent ſecret in philoſophyy cin. 

chat there is a ſympathy in health, as Well agiconta- 

gion in diſeaſe, anl. that as, 2 morbide hregth lese 
hay wholeſome. ons, may.cxhilerate. -.Taken:in! this 
ſenſe, nothing Fan. be. ealjer,, plainery, og Mere r 

0 dor ig there any other ſenſe, the words lie- 

5 ly en ears, Ihe laſt paſſage I ſhall ne- 

ark. ts When, he ohſerves, that Venus weakens and 

15 Oe the POWEr, and virtue of chis remetly. 

Hor. ow. exactly, dent be agree with the pertinent. 

Hectiog of the author o 8 

0G 


8 Henmevs Nubrytvvs f %. 
peating the uſes David made of Abifhags he fays; 
with a particular emphaſis, bat the king hnew her nor. 
A young virgin taken in this manner, recalls heat 
and life into an old man; but if forgetting that this 
is a temporary and artificial vigour, he uſes it as if 
it were a natural one; he may indeed give life to 
another, but it will be at the expence of his own. 
When, theſe. exploits are related to us as markes of 
old men's vigour, we ſhould ſet them down as marks 
of their folly.tooz for as Solomon ſays, that zbere is 
8 tim? to be born, and a time to die; ſo nature and 
true philoſophy reaches, that there is a time m_- 
get, and a time to abſtain from e 
I will ke the liberty alſo of tan hn 
vantage even from the ſecond objection, ſince, with 
reſpect to Eaſtern princes, though it be true that 
moſt of them die early, yet is it no leſa true, that 
where they do not die violent deaths, they frequent · 
ly live to a great age; as for inſtance, Sbab bas, 
and Aurengzebe, Now if we. conſider the conſtant 
and prodigious fatigues of theſe monarchs, the ma- 
made the variety of dangers they run through, 


and the vaſt expence of ſpirits that a life of fuch in- 


ceſſant action, and fuch intenſe thought, muſt occaſion ; 
it will not be eaſy to find in a country, where the 


art of phyſic is far from being ſo perfect, as it is 


even in Zurepe; I fay it will be hard to find in ſuch 
* r 
ordinary 
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Sher, tg il be exclude this of wHlth If amt 
” TASTES W244 f0e rice by Suey 
cherefote-luy 0 iets oi rhe helene PHP 
breath Ef hw omen; yet, in the feraglis bf fuck” 
prinees there Are always fo many virgin arc bee 
uch neut ateeſs to the perſon of the Prince, = 
leer dot appreiead his/vighur and heilt to 
f by thoſe” ſalutiferbus Aber 9 0 
pak "adding What fee ms. 205 
"th favour of "my fupp 
ron, anch it le du that the Arab princes ite 
ions of che grand P , who” 
are leſs expoltd"'to” foreign Wars, or donieftic i=" 
trigues, than other oriental princes, actually live 
yond che cdinary a ge of tan,” and die at Mt bs 
every ee bectuſe their blobd can ae” 
no-looge (Ati T hase u Tight to mak die bf 
x eitcumftanse ſo prabable as this is, in Wppökr t f 
W mwhem it is thought Feaſonable td kale . 
ate Abielk bag onby a ſopkrüteial teſetrRt Sb el 
caſe-Þuvorſtaredy)-as> à fufffeient ground fer Af b. 
ion d I am aveurfög tö 
e goocbg probability is certainly — * 
eyidenceg than à bare Henk tude of eircuftfttabets f 
which varies upon a ann Hes gig Bart 
— Avant: 2hn59ft 0 rc mois aj 
ks turn to A mere 
ſtrict examiuation of our ſubject: I ha dong 
eee ere hinge aun, N 
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82 HaRNHT Us Repivivus ; of 


ſo reſpired by them. But let us conſider a. little, 


whether theſe. numerous and ſubtile effluyia may not 
operate ſome other way than this. All. phyſicians. 


res, ſince the doctrine of the circulation ofs the 
b od has been eſtabliſhed, as well, as made known 
to the world, by the ſkill, and learning of that in- 


comparable Engle ſoman Doctor Harvey; that a great 


part of our aliments, after entering the blood, are 
thrown out from thence i in ſo imperceptible a man- 
ner, that this kind of evacuation, is very properly 
ſtiled inſenſible perſpiration, This was firſt carcful- 


1y examined by Sanferius, who found that it was, 


far more conſiderable alone, than all, the, other ani- 
mal ſecretions taken together.. If this be ſo, and 
that it is ſo, no man in his ſenſes now doubts, then 
it follows, that there muſt be prodigious quantities 
of the matter of this inſenſible perſpiration, mixed 
in the air, ſurrounding the perſpiring bodies, and 
conſequentiy this air, muſt be impregnated ftrong] y 
with the qualities inherent to that matter. 


t 
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* Our author alluJes here to the remarkable felicity of Doctor 
Rey who originally found, and then fully demonſtrated; the 
doctrine of the circulation of the, blood, which was at firſt, as 
moſt new inventions are, oppoſed with great heat and ſpleen ; ; 
but came at lift to be as generally received and admired, as it 
deſerves. Doctor Harvey died in 1657, thirty years after he 
firſt publiſhed his diſcoyery; in his Exertitatio' analmica da mo- 


| tu cordis, Printed at Frangſirs, in b,, ohio aunt 16905. 


See his famous treatiſe D- medicina fiatica, which the Er. 
84 reader may conſult in his own language, tranſlated by the 
Jadicious and — Dr. Qing. 

_— | . 
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e RP, this ehquiry ſtill ger Si labour 
to make ourſelves acquainted with the nature of the 
particles that' ate thus thrown off, a little attention 
will make that matter plain, For fince inſenſible 
perſpiration is owing to the circulation of the blood; 
it neceſſarily follows, that the Particles thrown off 
by the blood, muſt participate of the nature of that 
fluid from which they are thrown off. Now we 
know the blood of young people to be ſoft, oilyz 
and balſamic, as well as we can know any thing; 
becauſe this appears to us from its effects, which are 
a briſk and lively diſpoſition ; perfect health, and 
quick growths to all which, a blood thus conſtitus —_ | 
ted; is abſolutely neceſſary. Upon theſe principles 1 
it is plain, that the matter perſpired by young peo- 
ple in ſuch circumſtances, as 1 have ſuppoſed the 
pupils of Hermippus to be, muſt have all the quali- 
ties of their blood, and be a ſoft, ſmooth, ſlippery, 
balſamic ſteam, continually flowing from their bo⸗ 
dies; and as they are conſtantly drawing in the cir- 
cumambient air; and continually throwing off this 
matter, they muſt; in the compaſs of a few hours, 
abſolutely change the whole maſs of air, in a room 
where they are taught by their preceptor, who, in 

that caſe, will receive into himſelf a large propor- 
tion of this perſpirable matter, in the ſame manner 
that i it 18 thrown off 5 * them. 
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„ are my ce 1 ie 5 it % 
apt to treat this part of my diſcourſe as whimſical 
and-chimerical, and for this very reaſon, I have not 
inſiſted upon it ſo largely. as 1 might. have dope, or | 
in ſuch ſtrong and direct terms, 1 might have en- 
tered niecly into the compurations that have been 
made of the quantity of matter thrown off in this 
way, and from thence I might have deduced many 
curious, and to competent: judges, convincing proofs; 3 
but I affect not this critical kind of writing, which . 
might poſſibly deprive me of a great number of rea- 
ders, and ſecure the afſent only of thoſe who. are 


1 


oy _— 8 
= — 2 by — p—_ — BG * 
— — — eee 3 


let me have leave to obſerve, that what I | have laid 
down, is an indiſputable fact, and not Among t the 
number of thoſe about which much has been writ- | 


ten, and nothing ſettled. San#orius who firſt treat- ; 
ed this matter judicioully, and practically, had the a 
honour to perfect his diſcovery, and to carry 'the | 5 
matter as far as it could go, and this | in the beſt me- 5 


thod, I mean that of experiments 3 for he had a 
chair fixed on a ballarice, and in fuch à manner ac- 
commodated with ſprings, as to diſeover the lugt. 


eſt alteration in his weight. By the üſe of this chair, . tor 
and by-conſtant obſervation of what he kat, 1 5 0 
perſpired, and evacuated every other way he came 
at the certain knowlege of what he has delivered, vill 
and therefore we may with the utmoſt confidence. 3 this 
believe, that at leaſt, one half of what ve eat or : keg 


drink, 


We SA TRIUMPH. 8 
drink, after paſſing through the ne is thrown 
off in the Way J ve deſeribed*, | Ne ee, 
toit! on 26 31109 # K 

A vt N Mete Man to whom the 
world is indebted, For as profitable, and at the fame 
time as plealant a work, as any publiſhed of late 
years, has endeavoured to illuſtrate this doctrine b by 
a very well contrived ßction, which J will repeat to. 
the reader,” "becauſe nothing can ſerve my purpoſe 
better, al am perſuaded noching can entertain 
him more. The day after our arrival at London, | 
*« ſeveral tradelſmen came to our lodgings, in order 
* to ſell us the commodities and curioſities of their 
by country. Every « one of the company fixed readily G 
« his attention on what pleaſed him moſt.” Some . 
« bought gloves, others ribbons, and others ilk 7 
" ſtockings * the merchandize which fell to. my D 
« ſhare, was ſeveral perſpective glaſſes and micro- 
* ſcopes. He who fold them, was an excellent ma- 
ki: thematician, a man of great capacity, and could 
" * ſpeak Fach tollerable well, 1 kept | him to dir n+ 'S 
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5 We wut conbder, benen 21 bos \'thi ed, 8 that Cane 
torius wrote in Laß, Where the perſpiration may be reaſonablyx 
ſuppoſed much greater than in Northern countries, of which + E 
author Was aware, and has made a proper deduCtion. 

* Melanges d. hifleire es di Iterature par M. De Vigneul-Mar-\ 
ville. Tom,. ji. p. 461. It may not be amiſs to obſerve; chat f 
this i i not the true name of the author of that curious book, but 
one, under which he choſe to hide it, on account of ſome fre. a 
n concdited 1 in that diverting miſcellany. _ 
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86  Henarnnvs ReDIvivusy er, 
* ner, and as he was mighty well pleaſed with the 
< entertainment, he told me after he roſe from ta- 
<« ble, that he had a great curioſity to ſhew me, 
% He then took out of a ſhagreen box, a an inſtru- 
* ment in a tortoiſhell caſe, which proved. to be a 
< maſt excellent microſcope. I may well beſtow 
te this epithet upon it, ſince; it was ſo excellent, as 
“not only to diſcover an infinity of bodics imper- 
5 ceptible to the naked eye, but even the atoms of 
& Epicurus, the ſubeile matter of Deſcartes, the va- 
< pours of the earth, thoſe Which flow; from our 
te own bodies, and ſuch as derive to us here the in- 
& fluence of the ſtars. 


“Tu E firſt experiment I maden was looking on 
6 the perſon from whom I receiv'd it, at the dil- 
<« tance of four or five paces, which gave me the 
00 opportunity of diſcerning an infinite number of 
« little worms, that were feeding moſt voraciouſiy 
66 upon his cloaths, by which I perceived, that con- 
40 * trary to the common opinion, it is not we who 
& wear out our cloaths, but they are fairly eaten off 
sour backs, by theſe inviſible inſccts; I changed 
* my ſituation, and conſidering my mathematician 
60 in another light, he appeared to be inveloped in 
& a dark cloud. He told me, that this, appearance 
« was owing to his perſpiring ſtrongly after dinner, 
* and that this ought to convince me of the truth 
& of what San#orius had delivered 1 in teſpect to the 
ww proportion, between this and other ſecretions. | 


W 
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1 ROY oy went into the age where there 


«was à large piece of beef roaſting for the ſervants, 
«and 1 had the pleaſure of ſeeing with the ſame 
« microſcope; how the fire ſeparates all the parts of 
the wood; upon which it acts and darts them by 
« the violence of its motion againſt the beef that 
« turns before it, wounding it as it were with an 


«infinite number of ſhafts, and fo tearing it to 


« pieces, ſome of which are converted into juice, 


« and others into a delicate kind of ſmoke or va- 
e pour, Which filled the kitchen, and was very ſen 
« Nike a by our r noſtrils. es 


6 Götns ont of the houſe, we ſaw four young | 


e men playing at ball. I, at firſt light, felt a 
4 ſtrong inclination in favour of one, and as ſtrong 
« an averſion againſt another, whence I n earn- 
« eftly to with that this might win, and that might 
< Jofe. I examined both with the miſcroſcope, and 

thereby calily diſtinguiſhed the ſource of theſe 
« paſſions. © As the men were extremely heated 
„with their exerciſe, they perſpired ſtrongly, ſo that 
clouds of the matter flowing from them, reached us. 
My glaſs ſhewed me diſtinctiy, that the matter per- 
* ſpired by him for whom I had an inclination, was 
exactly ſimilar to what was perſpired by myſelf; 
* whereas, the matter flowing from the other per- 
ſon, was abſolutely unlike to mine in all reſpects, 
bes and ſo io ge and bearded, that it ſeemed to wound 
1 4 and 
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and pierte me like fo many arrous. Herner I dif. 
s cerned, that tlie true cauſe of our ſudden inchna- 


«© tions and averſions, confiſts in the figures of the 
e matter perſpiting from us, and from orhers, and 
*in the ſimilarity or ef of theſe inſenſible 
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* W went out of eche any and ar ſane! miles 
es diſtance, we ſaw ſome gentlemen diverting them. 


4 ſelves in courſing a Hare; as the poor creature paſſ. 


te ed almoſt cloſe by us, 1 had juſt time to cateh a 


* glance of her with my glaſs. She appeared to me 


& like a ball of fire moving with prodigious” rapidi- 
ce ty; and leaving a mighty ſmoke behind her. 
This was the matter perſpired by the animal, and 
1 ſaw that the dogs followed exactly the track of 

< that ſmoke, and were never at all at a Joſs, ex- 
c cept when the wind Nu A the cloud that iſſu- 
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415 he this ſhoe: cums our e very ingeaiouſly 
rallies ſuch as expect to have occular demonſtration of 
things, that do not admit of any ſuchi evidence. 
His, microſcope. is nothing, more than, invention to 
cenſure their folly,. and expoſe the madueſs of hav- 

ing that verified to the ſenſes,” which can only be ap- 
prehended by reaſon; yet this kind of weaknets ſtill 
prevails in the world, and I dare ſay, there is many 

a reader who would laugh atithe ſtory of the, hare, 


as an abſolute fiction, and afterwards bluſh to ſee 
5717 pn 
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rhe ſame thing gravely laid down by ſo judicious, ſo 
intelligent a perſon as the great Boerbaave b. There 
ſeems to be nothing more unintelligible or abſurd; 

than to aſſert that there are things: which, are conti - 
.nually loſing part of their weight, and) yet, never 
grow diſcernably [lighter z and yet this, Wes ſee 
in the caſe. of the antimonial cup, of which when 
we have five hundred times made uſe, and af- 
ter beſtow ing an emetic quality on five hundred 

glaſſes of wine, - remains juſt, as heavy as it was 
at firſt. We may ſay. the ſame thing of the odori- 
ferous effluvia of ambergreaſe, and the leſs agreeable 
ſteam af aſſafætida. None of theſe things can be 


brought under the cognizance of all our ſenſes, it is 
ſufficient; co convineę our reaſon if they fall, under 


any one of them. * 0 For inſtance, if I reinen 
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b See his chemiſtry, 0 i. * I is I. Aer his 3 are © thus 
tranſlated. The moſt ſubtile part of the juices of animals is a 
fine ſpirit, which is continually exhaling, wherein the proper 
character of the animal ſeems to reſide, and whereby it is diſtin - 
guiſhed from all others. This we may infer from hounds, which 
through A, long tract of ground, and a multitude of eroſs Treads 
will diſtin uiſh a particular animal out of a whole flock ; the 
eMuvia of whoſe footſteps it had lately ſcented, or will find « out 
their maffer through- an hundred croſs ways, in the middle of a 
confufed/concourſe of people. By this we may infer, how thin 
and ſabtile,. yet how different from all other kinds of bodies 
theſe effluvis muſt be. They, ſeem of an oily origin, or to re- 
fide i in a ſubtile vehicle of an oily kind, as oY My both from 
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the ſmell of à roſe at à certain diſtance ; ' my oma 
will tell me, that T am wirhin the atmoſphere of 
that flower, becauſe it is impoſſible that I ſhould 
diſcern its odour by the ſmell, if its effluvia did not 
ſtrike the proper organ of that ſenſe in me. Hence, 
with a little reflection, I can eaſily form a notion of 
; this flower, perſpiring an infinite number of. odori- 
ferous particles, which for a certain diſtance, ſo 
much overcome all the other different ſorts of mat- 
ter floating in the air, as o ue ſo many objects 
_ ſenſe of mer Rf 104019 399, 
Bur Now: if we take hi the other way, and 
conſider a body continually perſpiring ſuch à mat- 
ter as is inſenſible to us, that is, particles ſo ſubtile 
as to eſcape the cognizance of all our organs of ſen- 
ſation, we muſt be extremely dull of apprehenſion, 
if we do not conceive, that this perſpiring body 
muſt have its atmoſphere, as well as the roſe, or 
any other fragrant flower. It is, therefore, I think, 
a point now ſettled paſt all diſpute, that if a number 
of virgins are in the company of an old man, he 
mult derive from them into himſelf a great quantity 
of that ſubtile matter, the qualities of which have 
been before deſcribed, and eſpecially if we conſider, 
that as theſe effluvia eſcape through the pores, the 
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© See a multitude of theſe inſtances collected, and properly 
applied in Mr, Beyle's curious treatiſe upon gems... 
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pores muſt. conſequently be continually; epen, and 


if ſo, they mult imbibe from without, as n As 
OR to what, comes from Amit. Sent 


I pov gy this will appear a a new e wee, to many 


* my readers, and methinks I ſee ſome of them 


ready to throw my treatiſe out of their hands, and 
crying with an air of ſelf. ſufficiency and diſdain ; 
this poor man is mad himſelf, and he would fain 
make us ſo. But patience a little, give me leave 
but to propoſe a few familiar queſtions, and I will 
defy you to disbelieve what I had laid down. Is 
there any thing more common, than to find a ſtran- 
guary enſue upon the application of a bliſter, and 
yet how can this happen, if the particles of the can- 
tharides did not enter through the pores, and there- 


by create a diverſion of that ſalt watry fluid, which 


is, uſpally ſecreted by the kidneys, and compoſes 
what we call urine. On the other hand, it is a 


thing certain, that opium uſed in a plaiſter, will 


procure ſleep, which it could not poſſibly do, if in 
like manner it did not find a paſſage through the 
pores into the blood : J might likewiſe, take notice 
of an effect that frequently, if not conſtantly, reſults 
from the application of a cataplaſm of camomile to 


the ſtomach, the bitter taſte of which herb, in the 


ſpace of two hours, is diſcerned on the palate. I 


will mention one inſtance more, which is at once fo 


ſtrong, and fo common, as to put the matter quite 
out of diſpute 3 I mean the ordinary method of raiſ- 


ing 
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ing. ſalixations by unction; for whoever "conſiders 
this attentively, muſt be ſenſible, that the body may 
be very ſtrongly affected by —__ r Lender THe 0 f 
only nn the cups nn ot eg 1014111 N 
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:F,canNomT help lap of a vey lager 
paſſage. in a French hiſtorian; whoſe character is per- 
fectly well eſtabliſhed, and which paſſage in my ap. 
prehenſion, may contribute not a little to render all 
that I have aſſerted equally! credible and clear: This 
1 author tells us e, that in the year 1346, chere broke 
— 1 cout of the earth in Cathay, which is that part of Great 
Taran, bordering upon China, a certain vapour, 
1 ſo; prodigjouſly ſtinking, as to deſtroy all Hving 

{if creatures. This like a ſubterraneous fire, "after it 


| ij ; ] once eſeaped, rolled over two hundred Jeagues' 'of 

1 country, devouring even the very trees and ſtones, 

70 | | and affected the air in a wonderful manner. From 

þ i ll Cathay it paſſed through Aa and Greece, from 

{38 thence it croſſed over into Africa, and after ravag- 

} 4 . ing that country, it entered Europe in 1348, mak. 
1 13 : — havock in en chat r not ſo mucli às a ci 
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© 1 1 lage. way of Glivating i is "All a * onger pete A 
of this Nine it argues, that this method of raiſing i it, is ſafer, 


+ 6 . 


more equal and better adapted to the ends it is to anſheer, than . 8 


DID: 18 3} #: - 


that * eakibgchings by the mouth. 1 
165149601 GI-34R ; OUS, 11 92k 10 4 
5 Ans chronologique de Phitoie, e Io Sora bar! le leur de | | 
Meer ay, tom iii, p. 32 | 85 | 
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ty, village, or fingle houſe eſcaped; and from thenee 
it paſſed into other countries, {o as to reach eventhe 
utmoſt extremities of the north 3 the venom ſays my 
author was ſo contagious, as to infect even bYy the 
ſight. It was remarked, that it continued ex- 
actly fiye months in every country thrbugh Which 
it paſſed.¶ In thoſe places where it was moſt favuue 

able, it left only a third of the inhabitants, im moſt 
about a fif teenth, in ſome not above a twentieth: 
part Can one conceive} that an exhalation'*ſhoul@' 
paſs quite round the globe, and produce ſuchiterribis 
effects wherever it came, and ſhall we believe that ex. 
halatipns, which. are continually ſurrounding us, have 
no effects at all; Or ought we to apprehend, that if 
ſuch dreadful feats can be wrought by ſtinki ng and 
noxious exbalations, there is nothing nutrixive 8 


ſalutary tobe performed by thoſe of an oppoſite 


kind 2.4 e e that I ſee no 1 ſuch 
a berg, 8 W. Nauen te 9 | CY KK.) 
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Tuzas: i ————— th learned Bacow: ©! 


lays it down, a healthy ſympathy, as well as a2 


morbid Infection f; and as in ſpight of all the care 
and caution we can ale, we en it ie oro, hard 
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f Fee p. 64.1 in the quotation from Bacm. If aa 


be not allowed, it will be hard to aſſign any rational eauſe, why 3. | 


one place ſhould be more healthy than another; and to underſtand _ 
this doctrine perfectly, the reader ought to conſult Mr. Boys 
treatiſe of the W and nene of the . 
air. Ny , ' p ; 
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to guard againſt, and to ward off the latter; fo 
by a parity" of reaſon, it ſhould" ſeem; that of all 
the methods contributing to health, the former 
ought to prove the moſt efficacious: that is to ſay 
we think there is no way hitherto laid down for 
preſerving the vigour of the body, and thereby ſez 
curing ſuch a ſupply of animal ſpirits, às may ſup- 
port the dominion of the ſoul, in its full extent and 


activity, ſo feafible as this; which is ſuggeſted to be 


the ſource of the | longevity, and healthfulneſs of 
Hermippus. For if inſenſible perſpiration be made 
through the pores, ſo that there is a continual ſteam 
tranſpiring from every body, then it follows, that 
where an old man is conſtantly ne A 
young women, his body muſt be ſurrounded with 
an infinite quantity of the perſpirable matter flow- 
ing from them; and if on the other hand, he not 
only perſpires through the pores, but alſo receives 
by them as has been already demonſtrated, the fineſt 
and moſt ſpirituous particles of other bodies into his 
own; then it is very evident} that ſuch an old man 
muſt be, as I obſerved before; in ſuch a ſituation 


as will enable him to draw the greateſt Tam, be: 


nefit from this moſt comfortable repre 


„Tan more e ſteiciy we er * — of 


: the human body, and the certain cauſes of health 
and ſickneſs, the more reaſon we ſhall find to be ſa- 
_ tisfied with, and to acquieſce. in the ſyſtem we have 

laid down. Reaſon and experience have convinced 


85; 
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us, that the body is a pneumatico- hydraulic machine: 
compoſed of fluids and folds, and that a good con. 
ſtitution, or healthy diſpoſition ariſes from the pro- 
per motion of the one, and a due circulation of the 
other. It is alſo, no leſs certain, that this motion, 
and this circulation depend reciprocally on each 
other. For as the circulation is obſtructedꝭ leſſened, 
and in ſome meaſure ſtopped. from the want of a 
proper motion of the ſolids, occaſioned by their Joſs; 
of the true tone and texture which they ought to 

have; ſo this very loſs on the other hand, ariſes 
from their not receiving a timely and ſuitable ſupply 
of nutrition from the circulating juices. Hence that 
dryneſs, ſtiffneſs, and rigidity of the fibres, which 
properly cauſes the diſeaſe, we call old age, to pro · 
vent which, in a natural, rational, and phyſical way, 
the only. proper method is, to provide a conſtant, 
equal, and effectual ſupply of ſmoork balſamic and 
lubricating particles from the circulating fluids. If 
this could once be done, it is, I think, very apparent, 
that old age cou no more attack the human body, 
than any other diſeaſe againſt which, proper precau« 
tions may be taken. But, as it is not to be expect · 
ed that human wiſdom ſhould be able to perfect ſuch 
a method, all that we can reaſonably hope for, is, to 
arrive at ſome proficiency. therein; ſo that thaug 
we are not ahle to prevent old age, we may have. it 
leg POW SK BBtard, it, Ii is in a manner 
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incredible, that by art, a man ſhould he able to reach 

two or three hundred; but that he ſhould live and 
enjoy liſe 10 upwards of an hundred ; the wiſeſt of 
the antients believed, and the methods they preſcri-· 
bed and practiſed for this purpoſe, are all founded 
upon my principles, as appears from their uſe of 
been idle and improper, if they had not conceived 
it poſſible to charge the fluids, by means of them, 
with ſuch particles as were fit to ** the loſſes of 
the — 


0 eo greateſt wm 2 * ed e men in 
all ages, have had this point in view, and have en- 
deavoured to accompliſh it but this has been attend- 


ed with two inconveniencies, or rather three, which | 
I conſider as the true cauſes. why, hitherto it has not i 


been accompliſhed. The firſt is, that they have kept ] 
their notions ſecret z that is to ſay, relying upon 

their own abilities, they have fancied” themſelves ca- — 
f pable of diſcovering this wonderful art, and of mak - 

ing it not only ſubſervient to the private and parti- 

cular purpoſe of preſerving their own lives, but to 

the raiſing and exalting of their fame. In the next 
place, 5 have run in with particular Kircum- 
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* Inflead' of citing phyſicians, T ſhall refer the reader to Plu. 
 tarch's learned treatiſe on health and long life, where, in a var- 
row compals, he will lee the ſenſe of the dest writers in al an- 


tiquity on this ſubje, 


gram have / fancied; that this or that drug 
oouldwiſtdeodhnire;=6r ſuch a particular regimen; 
defend them from diſeaſes. As to the firſt,” chere is 
not, perhaps, a ſingle article-of the materia mędicu, 
that is hitherto -fully underſtood, which is the true 
reaſon of the great incertainty of phyſic; and as to Te. 
gimen, it may, and certainly has, a great effect in 
preſerving health; but as the wiſe lord Bacon judi- 
ciouily obſerved; preſerving comma _ am 
life, are two very different things. 


Te? 220 
LAST Lv, theſe very underſtanding perſons have 
dealt intirely in theory, and by this means have been 
ſurprized by death, while they were under a firm 
perſuaſion of being ſecure from his attacks where 
as, ſuch an art, muſt be founded wholly in experi- 
ment, as 1 ſhall ſhew hereafter. In the mean time, 
Io your a fied inſtance” in . of 
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We ſhall hereafter give the reader the vety words of lord 1. 
ten upon this ſubject, in the mean time, it may not be improper 
to obſerve ſome of the moſt conſiderable variations in the regi - 
men for health and long life, . With reſpect to the. former, the 
diet may be fuller and freer, the exerciſe briſker, and the ſleep 
ſhorter," than with regard to the latter. The reaſon of which is 


not difficult to conceive 3 ſor health implies. only keeping the ma- 
ching of the body i in perfect order, which requires barely, that the 

materials w wear out equally ; - but for the prolonging of life, great 
care muſt be taken to preſerve the materials, that t ey may be 
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as little worn as pollible, and conſequently laſt as long as the. 


ey 7 „ 


nature oſ them will allow. 
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what I have been ſaying, which if J am not very 
much miſtaken, will afford the ed ieee 
and eee NN 


"Tan very y ingenious, and ati Des Mai- 
24x, in the life of M. Str. Evremend,, tells us, this 
gentleman was informed by Sir Kenelm Digly. that 
having read the writings of that great philoſopher 
Des Cartes, he reſolved to go over to Hollaud cn 
purpoſe to ſee him... He did fo, and, found. him in- 
his retirement at Egmond. There that ſtudious and 
intelligent perſon received and converſe with, him 


PRE 4 . 


* This Sir Kenelm Digby, was 90 Ru and a very great 
man. He had indeed ſome particular notions in philoſophy, and 
did not always explain himſelf ſo clearly as he might hays, done, 

whence occaſion has been taken to miſrepreſent | his, opinions, and 
thus miſrepreſented, to treat them as ridiculous ; but that he was 
really a moſt intelligent and fagacious perſon; will appear from 
his explanation of electricity, which, as it is contained in few 
words, I will ſet down for the reader's conſideration. Accord- 
ing to his hypotheſis, the amber, or. other electric being chafed 
or heated, is made to emit certain rays or files of unctuous ſteams, 
which when they come to be a little cooled by the external air, 

are ſomewhat condenſed, and having loſt of their former agita- 
tions, ſhrink back to the body whence they ſallied out, and car- 
y with them thoſe light bodies that their further ends happen to 
adhere to at the time of their reſraction; as when a drop of oil, 
or ſyrup hangs from the end of a ſmall flick, if that be dexterouſly 
and cautiouſly ſtruck, the viſcous ſubſtance will by that impulſe 
be ſtretched out, and preſently retreating, will bring along with 
it the duſt, or other light bodies Nut have Pere to Hick to P the 

remorer 1 528555 ky it. i 
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as a ſtranger, but after a conſiderable time ſpend i in 
a ffee and learned diſcourſe upon a great variety of 
ſubjects, M. Des Cartes, who had ſeen ſome of bis | 
works; told him, that be did not doubt but be Was 
the famous Sir Kenelm Digby. . And if you Sir, 
 *' replied the knight, were not the illuſtrious M. Des 
Carles, I ſhould not have come over from England 
on purpoſe to ſee you. Then Sir Kenelm: Dighy 
remarked to the philoſopher, te that our ſpeculative 
« diſcoveries were indeed pretty and agrecable.z but 
* that after al, they were too uncertain and. unpro- 
« fitable' to take up a man's whole thoughts; that 
c life was altmoſt too ſhort to attain to the right 
% knowlege of neceſſary things; that it would be 
much more worthy of him, who ſo well under» 
« ftood the fratne of the human body, to ſtudy 
* ways and means to prolong i it, than to apply, him- 
« ſelf to the baren ſpeculations of philoſophy? Dos 
Cartes aſſured him, that he had already conſidered 
that matter, and that to render a man immortal, 
was what he would not venture to promile z but that 
he was very ſure, it was poſſible to lengthen out his 
life to the period of the patriarchs. When M. de 
St, Botemond told M. Des Maizeaux this particular, 
he added, that they were” not ignorant in Holland, 
that Des Cartes flattered himſelf he had made this 
diſcovery, and that he: had heard ſeveral perſons 
talk of it, who had known that philoſopher; "that 
Des Cartes friends alſo in France knew it, and that Ab- 
| bot Picot, his diſciple and martyr, being perſuaded 
; "G's tha 
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that he had found out this great ſecret, would not 
believe the news of his death, and that when he was 
aſhamed to doubt of it any longer, he cried out, is 
ns and over, the world will ſoon be at an end! 


PE! 8 bert as M. Des Maizeaux obſerves, . that 
Des Cartes thought he had found out a way to pro- 
long the life of manl. I never took ſo much care, 
& ſaid he to M. de Zuylichem, who aſked him. what 
* he was employed about; to preſerve my life as now, 
* and whereas I thought heretofore, that death could 
* abridge tne of thirty or forty at moſt, it cannot ſur- 
1 prize me now, without depriving me of the hope 
44 of above an hundred years. For it ſeems evident 
* to me, that if we only guarded againſt certain er- 
ce rors, that we are wont to commit, in our courſe 
« of diet, we might, without any other intention, 
* attain to an old age, much longer and more hap- 

"IC than now we do. But becauſe 1 have need of 
« à great deal of time and experience to examine e- 
very thing proper to this ſubject, I am now com- 
« poſing a ſhort em of medicines, by which 1 hope, 
« while I am engaged in this work, to obtain ſome 
* reſpite from nature, and conſequently | to be a- 
A u to enen wp deſign better on Th MN. 
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1 1 de 1 Des Cartes, tom. 11. p. 374. He wrote this 
Letter i in the forty-third year of his age, and died about twelve 
years afterwards, ſo that nothing can be more evident, than that 


he was 0 8 8 miſtaken i in his notion Rum this dagen 


Baillet 
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Baillet tells us in his life of Des Cartes, that the Ab- 
bot Picot having accompanied him to Holland, in 
1647, conformed to his courſe of diet, during the 
chree months which he ſtayed with him at Egmond, 
and that he was ſo pleaſed with it, that at his return 
to France, he ſeriouſly renounced that good eating 
and drinking which before he liked well enough, 
and was reſolved to reduce himſelf to the rules of 
M. Des Cartes, thinking it would be the only way 
to promote the ſucceſs of the ſecret, which he pre- 
tended was actually found out by our philoſopher, 
to make men live four or five hundred years. And 
the ſame writer tells us in another place, that this 
abbot was fo fully perſuaded that Des Cartes could 
not be miſtaken i in his notions on this point, that 
he would have ſworn, it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for him to die as he did at the age of fifty-four 
and that had it not been for ſame unaccountable vi- 
olent. cauſe, like that which once put his machine in 
Sweden out of order, he would have nn 
lived five hundred years. 
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Tow miſcarriage of M. Des Canes, f is wh an 
argument againſt his method, whatever it was; but 
it proyes nothing to the prejudice of his opinion, 

that life may be extended and old age retarded. 
Many-of his principles in philoſophy are very good, 
and many of the arguments he uſed very juſt; but 
] in the latter Part of his life, he became enamoured 
of his own notions, and ran into a prodigious fond- 
| G 3 neſs 
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_ neſs for hypotheſcs ; and thus, by conceiting himſelf 
more than man, he became no longer the great man 
that he was. A misfortune this, which has hap- 
pened to others as well as Des Cartes, and which 
will happen to every man who runs out into extra- 
vagant lengths, and fancies that he ſees farther into 
nature, and penetrates. more deeply into the myſte- 
ries of providence, than all who have gone before 
him. Hamility is not only a chriſtian, - but a phi- 
loſophic virtue; for the wiſer a man is, the leſs opi- 
nion he has of his own knowlege; as he who is a 
great traveller, is, freeſt from the .conceits. which the 
vulgar have of the excellency of their own countries. 
In fine, it was the knowlege of Des Cartes that made 
him conceive the prolonging human life practicable, 
and his vanity made him miſtake the finding here 
was ſuch a becret, for the ſecret itſelfn, . 4; 
(pod pe 


of 


m What our author ſays of M. Des Cartes, is very exact : 
but at the ſame time a little obſcure. He ſeems to have a 
great diffidence of his own judgment, and is therefore very mo- 
deſt in bis cenſures; but tho? in one ſenſe this may be very com- 
mendable, yet in another, it deſerves to be reproved. He ſays, 
that Des Cartes ſound that ſuch a ſecret might be practicable as 
to extend the life of man beyond its ordinary date, and he ſays, 
that his vanity made him miſtake this for the ſecret itſelf. It is 
very true, but it is not very clear; it is a very juſt character of 
this philoſopher, but at the ſame time, it is a very dark one. 
In ſhort, the caſe was this, M. Des Cartes had a vory quick. pe- 
netration, which enabled him to ſee the errors of Ari//oth, and 
the Be and as one — ſees clearly, will always ſpeak 
| 7 clearly, 
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Ot as 1 ""_ ſaid, experiment i is the true bel of 


every branch of practical philoſophy. We fee and 
know the incommodities of old age, and the times 
at which they are uſually felt, and therefore the fair- 


eſt token of the true method of arriving at healthy 


longevity'is the keeping clear of theſe incommodities 
at thoſe ſeaſons of life. He that knows how to 
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clearly, bo "be found. it no difßcult thing to ruin their, repa- 

tation, and with. it the credit of their philoſophy. But when, 
if I may be allowed the expreſſion, he came to rectify philoſo- 
phy, his vanity reſulting from bis ſucceſs, led him into an opi- 

nion, that he could account for every thing by mere dint of 
parts, and eſtabliſh ſuch. a new philoſophy, as ſhould univer- 
fally prevail. in like manner as the old one. Hence it appears, 
that he was a falſe patriot in ſcience; for he did not remove Ai 
totle's tyranny, in order to make the world free, but that he 
might ſupplant bim, and rule as a perpetual dictator in his turn; 


in which if he was not ſo lucky as he deſired, he was much more ; 


lucky than he could expect, and his reign had laſted much 
longer, if Sir aac Neauton had not depoſed him, and generouſ- 
ly reſtored a philoſophic freedom in thinking. As to the point 
of which our author ſpeaks he had certainly diſcovered, that the 
machine of the human body might be kept much longer in'or- 
der, than it uſually was, which Sir Keneim Digby knew as well 
as he; but then he flattered himſelf, that he had parts ſufficient 
to diſcover the means alſo of doing this, and having invented 
ſome method or other for this purpoſe, he preſumed it muſt be the 
true method, becauſe it was of his invention, and this will be 
found to be of a piece with the whole ſtructure of his philoſophy, 
there being hardly any part of it, ſo far as it is, his, that upon a 
ſtrict enquiry, has been found free, or agreeable to nature, and 
this, TIRE, | is a tolerable explanation and defence of our author's 
W 5 
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manage his body, fo as to anſwer all the intentions 
; of phy ſic without uſing | it, who can protect himſelf 
from dimneſs of fight, dulneſs of hearing, numb- | 
neſs, or pains in his limbs, the linking of his 
; muſcles, the tremor of the nerves, and ſuch other 
infirmities; may reaſonably hope, that he has made 
ſome progres | in the fcience, and will certainly act 
"rationally in proſecuting his method, whatever it 
may e. But then he muſt carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the effects of his method, and the conſe- 
quences of a happy conſtitution, for without doubt 
theſe are often miſtaken for each other, and as It is 
very poſſible, that a man may be deceived, in aſcrib- 
ing that to art, which is really due to nature; fo as 
I have hinted before it is a thing not at all leſs pro- 
+ bable, that many have been indebted to art (which 
g | they, practiſed without knowing it) for what they 
imagined aroſe from nature. He who attentively 
conſiders what has been ſaid before, of the unuſual 
vigour of old men that have delighted in young 
company, will eaſily apprehend what I mean, and 
to talk intelligibly upon a ſubject, that has | hitherto 
been ſo little examined, is the greateſt merit that 1 
b ee 2098 v5 
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* What our author ſays expreſsly here, and what he has bint- 
ed in many other places, is very ſenſible and curious, and there- 
fore deſerves to be illuſtrated. He gives us to underſtand that 
— and art, which are generally ſpeaking, thought two of 


. as mop oppoſite in the world, are eee very 
811 | ED often 
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1 . 


b all, we dit to keep conſtantly, in wind 
that the principal and ſtrongeſt cauſes of chat com- 
enn man which N e in the natural 
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| often the. e This i is 11 the caſe of ae 5 3 
for when men do not diſcern the cauſes of events, they ſay they 
happen by « chance, but when they perceive, or think they per- 
ceive their cauſes, they are willing from thence to acknowlege a 
providente. An inſtance will make all clear. There was about 
the beginning of the laſt century, a dealer in ſilks at Lyons in 
France, whoſe name was Ofavio May, a man of a good capacity, 
and preat diligence, but by a chain of unlucky events, his affairs 
' were brought into a very unhappy ſituation. His caſh run ſhort, 
| his reſources failed, and his creditors began to ſuſpect, all was not 
right; in this unlucky ſituation he knew not who to conſult, or 

bow to go on. In this melancholy ſtate ſtanding one day in his 
ſhop brooding, over his misfortunes, he happened to put a little 
- tuft of raw ſilk into his mouth, and grinding it a while between 
his teeth, at laſt ſpit it out. As it fell immediately before him, 
he obſerved that it had a very unuſual luſtre, which ſtruck him 
ſo much, that it brought him out of his fit of the yaponss,.. He 
took it up, conſidered i it, ard being a man of abilities, immedi- 
ately "traced the whole progreſs of the operation, the rubbing 
between the teeth, the mixture of a clammy liquor, ſuch as the 
ſaliva, and the performing this in a place moderately warm, as the 
mouth is. IIe immediately went to work, and copying nature, 
produced thoſe luſtered or watered taffeties, for which Hons bas 
been ever ſince famous, and thereby acquired an immenſe fortune 
- himſelf, and eſtabliſhed a manufacture, which has been a conti- 
nual ſource of riches to that city ever ſince. My inference is, 
that to a leſs ſenſible man, the ſhining of the raw ſilk bad been 

| accident, but Ogavio May had prudence enough. to trace the 
_ cauſes, and to catch that art, which otherwiſe Fe. human in- 


\ vention had never attained. 
diſease 
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diſcaſe of old age are externa, as hath been before 
largely ſhewn, and thert fore external remedies ſhould 
be ſought. It ſeems to be the ſpecific difference be- 
tween old age, and other diſeaſes; that the latter 
proceed chiefly from things that we receive into our 
bodies,” whereas the former will come upon us in ſpite 
of any care we Can take in that reſpect, and though 
it is a point of very great conſequence, tonnes a 
green old age, that we eſcape diſtempers, by which 
the body is weakened and deſtroyed; yet this is not 
the only thing to be done, for on the one hand, we 
ſee that the moſt healthy perſons are not always long- 
lived, and on the other hand, thoſe of weak and 
ſickly conſtitutions, ſurvive ſometimes to the uſual 
age of man . We may likewiſe obſerve, that ex- 
traordinary changes in living have wonderful effects, 
as in the caſe of Cornaro, who not only paſſed his 
youth freely, but as himſelf acknowleges, ran into 
various exceſſes, which brought upon him infirmi- 
ties That phyſic could not cure, and which not- 
withſtanding temperance removed. We likewiſe 
know that change of climate has wonderful effects. 


— 


— 


0 What. our 3 ſays e is very agrezable to the following 
admon tion of the great lord Yerulam. We defire men would ob- 
ſe rue and diſtinguiſn that the ſame things do not always contri- 
bute both to a healthy and a long life, for there are ſome of ſer- 
vice in procuring chearſulueſs of ſpirits, ſtrength and vigour. f 
the faculties, and yer ſhorten the courſe of life, There are alſo 
other things very conducive to long life, though with ſome dan- 
per to the health, unleſs prevented * ſuitable means. 


Such 
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Such as remove from Portugal: to Brazil, old and 
infirm, revive inſenſibly, and live there many years 
in health and eaſe, and this is obſerved in other 
plantations, where notwithſtanding the native inha- 
bitants are far enough from being long lived. We 
may by reflection upon theſe and many other inci- 


dents of a like nature, collect various rules for eſta- 


bliſhing a right method, and perhaps by much 
thinking, we may fall upon ways and means of ac- 
quiring thoſe benefits by a leis ſtrict regimen than 
that of Cornaro, and without going ſo far as Partu- 
gal, Brazil, or the Weſt. Indies; yet there will be 
much of hazard and incertainty in theſe trials, 


with this peculiar inconvenience, that if we ſnould 


miſtake, it is a thouſand to one, that this miſtake 
cannot be repaired. | | 
Hermippus undoubtedly made uſe of a far more 
rational as well as efficacious medicine. For we 
have proved, by all the methods, that the nature of 
our argument will allow, the particles reſpired and 
perſpired by young perſons in full health, to be 
the ſmootheſt, ſofteſt, and moſt nutritive that can 
be conceived. On the other hand, the method he 
took in applying theſe, not only by receiving them 
with the air every time he drew breath, but drawing 
them in alſo through all the pores of his body, by 
that ſort of animal action, which is in a manner 
ſpontaneous, muſt have increaſed their effects, and 
taking this altogether, one cannot help conſidering 
him 
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108 HERxMip pus Revivivus; or, 
him as a perſon in a conſtant warm bath, of the 
moſt ſpirituous and unctuous humours, which were 
continually pervading him, at the fame time, that 
by the vapours of the young people's breaths, he 
drank not ſo much air as life. But if we will add 
one circumſtance further, and that not at all forced 
and improbable, viz. That he cauſed ſome of theſe 
young people to lie with him, as David did Abiſpag; 
we ſhall then carry the medicine to its higheſt pitch, 
and ſhall eaſily apprehend, that during that time of 
free and copious perſpiration ; he muſt have'receiy- 
ed ſuch a large ſupply of nutritive ſpitits, as effe&tu- 
ally 'refreſhed his nature, and reſtored in a great 
meaſure that waſte which is occaſioned by perforin- 
ing the ordinary functions of lite E OY 


We may add the laſt degree of force to this 
alaiinis of 'reaſoning, if we may be permitted to 
argue from contraries. What is more common than 
to ſee à woman advanced in years, grow not only 
brix and f but ftrong and healthy, by marry- 


114 


hales his ſpies, extratls his moilture, and thereby 
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The opinions of many learned phyſicians might have been 
cited in ſupport of this doctrine, if we had not been afraid of 
tiring the reader too much; but if he is extremely inquiſitive, 
he may conſult the following writers. Chriftian. Forman. de faſ- 
cinat. magic. p. 1014. Borellas cent. iii. obſervat. 28 Lau. de 
motu Tran ſpirat. Ib. ii. cap. ii, prop#iv. p. 56. 


Invigorates 
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invigorates herſelf, while the poor man ſuffering 
from the impure contagion of her breath and FR. 
pours, and. from the malignity of this ill choſen uni 
nion, ſinks very quickly into apparent weakneſs, 
and falls at laſt into what the common people call a 

galloping conſumption. Strange! that the death of 
a young man ſhould reſult from his marriage with 
an old woman, and that the taking of a young wife 
ſhould repair the waſte, and prolong the life of an 
old mand. Let, ſo it is, and upon this ſubject I will 
venture to ſet down a remarkable inſtance from the 
Writings, of an unexceptionable witneſs, one, whibſe 
repute lor veracity is as well eſtabliſhed, as his fame, 
for learning in goers and for his ar Jr 
in 2 og G 


T HE. perſon I mean is, Peter — at the 
pe. he gives us, this. A man, upwards of eigh- 
ty years old, married, after the loſs of his firſt wiſe, 

a ſecond, who was but twenty- five; when they had 
been married about a year, he fell into a very extra- 
ordinary and dangerous diſtemper he grew at laſt 
ſo weak and low, that his caſe was judged: to be def. 
perate. By degrees, however, he became better, and 
as his e encreaſed, his prey. hair and white | 
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| q "One oe has _ jadicioully omitted 17 4 of this 
kind, probably for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe every man's me- 


mory may ſupply him with examples; and ſecondly; to avoid. 
ſaying too much on a ſubje& offenſive to the fair fex; ' 
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110 HrxMrepus Repivives; of, 
| beard fell off gradually, and his ſkin likewiſe began 
to peel; ſoon after, a light, ſtrong hair began to 
peep through the, ſkin of his head, which in time 
fell down to his. ſhoulders, in ſtrong natural curls; 
His: beard came in the ſame manner, and his face 
acquired a beautiful and florid complexion; in a 
| word, he became a found, luſty, and if the expreſ- 
7 fion, may be allowed, a young man, which his wife 
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| | was forced to atteſty ſince ſhe had by him afterwards 
$ ſeveral fine boys*, This is an inſtance much to my 
1 purpoſe, ſince it proves the prodigious efficacy of 


buman breath, and the matter perſpired by à juve- 
nile body. Vet, give me leave to obſerve, that this 
extraordinary effort of nature might poſſtbly contri- 
bute to ſhorten the old man's life, who without the 
enjoyment of this young woman, might have preſer- 


4 ved his conſtitution many years, arid have lived in 
| | the perfect fruition: of thoſe pleaſures peculiar to the 
FT mind, and for the enjoyment of which: it ſeems moſt 


rational, that life in that ſtate, ſhould oy ORR © 


nas is 1 af 5 a kind Ae 

3F able in the well known hiſtory of the famous Engliſh 

1 long: liver, Thomas Parre, and theſe particulars are 
very curiouſly diſtinguiſhed by the great anatomiſt 


Bartbolin, who ſet down his account of him, not as 
a curioſity: to JE children, but as a lingalar, 30 f 
| — — — 0 el? er PL) ; 
| « Oblaritt JT lib. iv. obſerv. * b 


memorable 
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memorable fact, worthy: of the attention and can{t 
deration of men. This Hanre was born at Mm. 
lau, in the county of Salsp, in 148 3, paſſcdchis youth 
there, in very hard labour, and which is as rematk- 
able, in ſobriety and chaſtity, At fourſcore, he mar- 
ried, his,fixlt. wife Fane, by whom he: had two chil 
dren, neither of which were long lived, or ſhewed 


any extraordinary ſigns of ſtrength ; the firſt died ad 


the age gf a month, and the ſccend lived hut a few 
years. At an 103 he became enamourecl af Kathes 
rine Milten, whom he got with child, and did pen- 
nance in the church for it. Some months before he 
died, the earl of Arundel brought him up to Landun, 
and preſented. him to King Charles L. but through the 
change pf air, and in his manner of living: he died ſoon 


after, though ic was believed he might have ſurvived 


many years, .if he had. remained in his oo country: 
and led. the ſame life he was wont to do This many 


was over, grown with hair, and during the latter Part 


of his liſe, ſlept very much. In the ſame country 
lived the se counteſs of en e age 25 
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— vin am- ently; Hifk. 28. p. 47, 48. Some 
accounts make Parre much older, and place his death in 165: 
L have conſulted his monument in 1Peftmin/ier- Abbey; and there I 
find he died on the 15th of November, 1635, aged upwards of 
162; when his body was opened, his bowels. appeared very 
ſoand, ' only the lungs were ſomewhat injured, which was 
thought to be owing to the groſsneſs of the town air, and that he 


might have liyed much longer. i, on his firſt complaint he had 
been let blood. 


unknown 
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112 HxRMI TUS Repivives; or, 


unknown to herſelf, but extreamly well ſupported 


by the authority of others; ſince from deeds, ſettle- 
ments, and other indiſputable teſtimonies, it ap- 
pear'd clearly, that ſhe was upwards of an hundred 
and forty, according to the compuration of the great 
lord Bacon, who knew her-perſonally, and remarks 
this particularity about her, that ſhe thrice changed 
her teetht. We have it on the credit of Alexander 
Benedictus, that there was a lady of his acquaintance, 
who at the age of fourſcore, had a compleat new ſet 


of teeth, and though her hair had all fallen off be- 


fore, yet, at the ſame time ſhe cut her teeth, it grew 
again, of like colour and ſtrength as at firſtu. Bar- 
tholin, the famous anatomiſt, whom I cited: before, 


furniſhes us not only with another example, and in- 


forms us, it was procured by art; but gives us alſo 
the receipt by which it was done, and which he aſ- 
ſures us was no other than an extract of black helle- 
bore, diſſolved in an infuſion of wine and roſes*, 
If I miſtake not, the illuſtrious Boyle hath ſome- 
thing to the ſame n about the e of 
balm. 
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Verulam hiſt, vitz & mortis. Sir Walter Rakeigh's hiftory of 
the world, lib. I. cap. v.$. 57. | 

a Donat. hiſt. med. mirab. lib. VI. c. 2. p. 300. 

s Hiſt. anatomic. cent. v. hiſt. 28. p. 51. 

Y See his treatiſe on ſpecific remedies. As to the medicine 
itſelf, it was drr r by e er But of ge more will be 
* hereaſter. 


Ir 
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Ir may not be diſagreeble to the reader, if for the 


ſake of ſome new-obſcrvations, a few inſtances of both 


ſexes are added to thoſe that were firſt collected, the 


rather, becauſe this will plainly ſhew, that tho? caſes - 


of this nature are both rate and extraordinary, yet 
they are not to be eſteemed prodigies. We are aſ- 


ſured, that in the ycar 1531, there was an old man 


at Jareutum, in the kingdom of Naplem, very poor, 
and decrepid with age, who on a ſudden, if one may 
be allowed the expreſſion, flipt his ſkin like a ſer- 
pent, and both in appearance and in ſtrength, re- 
turned to the age of thirty or thereabouts. In ſhort, 
he was fo altered in ſize, in his countenance, com- 


plexion, hair and fleſhineſs of his limbs, that he was 


not known to ſuch as had not ſeen him in the actual 
ſtate of renovation, which took up ſome time, and 


was not performed but wich a pretty ſharp ſenſe of 


pain, His change of body did not alter his circum- 


ſtances, he was ſtill conſtrained to work hard for his 


living, which he did for fifty years together, and 
then grew far more decrepid than before, hiskin 
becoming rough, hard and diſcoloured, ſo that it 


looked gather like the bark of a tree, than the hide 


of an animal; but how Jong he continued in this 


condition, or at what age he died, we are not Wa. 
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* Hiſtoires admirables et memorables, Dow ay 1604, 89. p. 697: 
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W have it likewiſe on the nn of a good 
author, who was himſelf an eye-witneſs of what 
he relates, that the abbeſs of the monaſtery. of 
Monviedro, when ſhe was very near a hun- 
dred, after a ſevere ſickneſs, which, thoſe abour her 
| took to be her laſt, had thoſe returns of a peri- 
{ | gdical diſtemper, which had ceaſed for above forty 
years, ſoon after which, her gums began to ſwell, 
; and a new ſet of teeth appeared, her hair, which 
1 was thin, and milk white, fell off, and was ſucceed- 
| 3M ed by a new ſtock of thick, ſtrong and black treſſes; 
| 
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the wrinkles of her face peeled of, her limbs, be- 
came plump, and in every reſpect ſhe appeared like 
a woman of thirty, which brought ſuch a reſort of 
people to the nunnery, as made her aſhamed, ſo 
that ſhe kept her apartment, and refuſed. to ſee any 
except her near relations and particular frieads?, .. 
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This relation is taken from the learned vol face of Tar arei- 
kum, Who is very circumſtantlal in it, and who. obſerves, that it 
became a proverb in the neighbouring: country, when an old wo- 
man'gave herſelf peeviſh airs, ao Jau think to bave as 5 good. luck as 
the abbeſs of Monviedro ? 

b It ſeems highly probable, that none of theſe changes w were 
the effects either of nature, or of chance; but rather of ſame. ac- 
cident, which even by thoſe who ſuffered them, was, not noticed. 
I fay, this is highly probable, becauſe if nature, unaſſiſted by art, 
could produce ſuch changes, it is probable that they would more 
frequently bappen. Now that art can produce them, appears 


from what fryar Bacon , 2 13 a medicine made 


427 from 


THY 


Ir el coßſider theſe diradliniry Wa at- 
tentively, And reflect on the weight of evidence, 
with which ſome of them, and eſpecially thoſe of 
Parre, and the counteſs of Deſmond are fu pported, | 
we muſt be satisfied, that the human body is a ma- 
chine capable of very extraordinary changes. For 
we ought” to conſi ahh that 1 we are once brought 
lizwt. 01 06830 Zn 21200 
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95 1 0 to pope Nicholas IV. He key explains i its virtues, 


and thews particularly, how great they are in the cure of the 


| head*ach; palſies, and other diſorders, which ſpring from the 


brain. Hefays, that 4-ifotle thought the life of man could not 
be preſerves by any preparation from golè, becauſe gold itſelf is 
periſhable, or at leaſt the medicines, drawn from it; but our au- 
thor Ae th the pope not to believe this, for, ſays he, this medi- 
cine will do admirable things when it is well prepared and tho- 
roughly drawn out. That he might alſo ſhew what he meant 
by this drawing out, he tells his holineſs, that perhaps the liquor 
was of that kind, i. 2. a tincture of gold, which an old huſban !- 
man in the kingdom of Sicily found, às he was ploughing, in a 
gold veſſel. The man it ſeems, was hot and faint, and taking 
this yellowiſh water which the veſſel contained ſor a; kind of 
' dew, he greedily ſwallowed it, which ſo entirely changed his 
habit of body a and complexion, that from an old, man of ſixty, he 
became like one of tLirty, his judgment, memory and. under- | 
Randing growing alſo much better than they were before; fo that 
of a labouring peaſant, he became a courtier, and was advanced 
to be a gentleman of the bed- chamber to William king of Sicth, 
in whoſe ſervice; and that of his ſucceſſors, I ſuppoſe, he lived 
fourſcore' years. This fact ſeems to have been very well known, 
for our author mentions it thrice : firſt in his book of the ſecrets 
of art and nature, again in his Opus majus, and laſtiy, in his 
n of the cure of old age; and it is from all chree relations 
07-3 that 
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116 Henyiebbs Revivives ! by, 
to believe, that a woman thrice changed her teeth, 
it is ds clear à proof of the poffibility of the fact, as 
if we had twenty other examples. Now, if there 
be a poſſibility of renovating human nature, why on 
the one fide ſhould we not ſtudy it? or why on the 
other, ſlivuld this kind of ſtudy be treated às a vain 
and fanciful thing? if the office of à phyſician be 
honourable 3 if there be ſomething noble and god. 
like in curing diſeaſes, in ſtopping the progreſs of 
pain and miſery, and warding off the dart of death 
for a few years; there is certainly ſomething much 
more excellent in the art of 'renewing'the'hutnan bo- 
dy; ſecuring health and vigour, thro? à long courſe 
of years; keeping not only death, but his younger 
brethren age and decrepidneſs, at à diftance, Let 
us remember upon this occaſion, what J have alrea- 
dy cited from the learned monk Vacon; what, ſays 
he, if Ariſtotle, Plato, "Hippocrates and Galen, were 
ignorant of this ſecret; is that a proof that we ſhall 
not attain it? were they not ignorant of many other 
ſecrets that are now "commonly known; why then 
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This agrees very well with what the learned Boyle tells, COA he re- 

ceived from a very curious enquirer into ſecrets of this 1 nature, of 
- his Having prepared a medicine, recommended by Pararelits, 
Whichg without expl>ining its nature, he gave to un old woman, 
to whom ſoon afterwards thoſe accidents happened, which pre- 
ceeded the wonderful: renovation of the lady abbeſs mentioned i in 
the text; ; bot the laſt mentioned old woman, was exceedingly 
n and refuſed to take the 3 any longer. 
| ſhould 


W 
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ſhould we imagine the barrier of ſcience fixed here, 
rather than any where elſe? hy ſhould we not find 


out the means of prolonging life, as well as a me- 


thcd for ſquaring the circle q is not the former, of 
as; great conſequence. to us as men ? or is the lat- 
ter, a more uſeful proof of the ſtrength: of hu- 
man underſtanding ? let us proceed then; let us 
collect and compare (ſince the nature of the ching 
forbids. other experiments) ſuch examples 8 we 
meet wirh; in. authentic hiſtories 3 and let us in 


chis, as in other caſes, labour to convert hiſtory 


into ſcience, by obſerving nicely: the particulars in 
every relation, and endeavour thereby to trace out 


the manner of nature's working; for if chis can be 


once done, we ſhall be ſoon able to follow her ſtęps, 
If nature at any time vouchſafes this favour to men, 


it follows, that their bodies have no incapacity of 


ane 1 chat is to  fay, if very man 's body 


nary ines of life, it t could not poſiibly eren ha 
any man's life ſhould be ſo extended. oF 


Far HER Maffeus, wks wrote a cl hi- 


ſtory of the Indies, which has been always efteem*d 


a perfect model in point of veracity, as wellFas the 


elegance of i its compoſition, gives us the following 


account, after having related the death of the Sultan 
of Cambaya," and the conqueſt of his kingdom by 


the Portugueze. 1 They preſented, ſays he, at this 
7 time to the general, a man horn am 
7; H 3 
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118 HERNAIP BUS Renivives,; er, 
* ent Gangards, who are now called Bengalars, who 
« was 335 years of.,age. There were various cir. 
25 * cumltances which took from chis account all ſuſpi- 
« cion of falſhood. In the firſt place, his age was 
« confirmed by a kind of univerſal tradition, all che 
<6 people averring that the oldeſt men in their infin 
66 cy ſpoke of this man's age with aſtoniſhment; and 
8 this old man had chen living 1 in his. own. houſe, a 
85 fon of ninety years old. In the. next place, his 
t ignorance was ſo great, and he was, ſo abſolutely 
“ void of learning, that this removed all ground af 
6 doubt, for by the ſtrength of his memory he was 
%% kind of living chronicle, relating diſtincthy, 
and exactly, whatever had happened within the 
25 compaſs of his life, together with all che circum- 
*. ſtances relating to it. He had often loſt and re- 
8 newed his terth ; his hair, both on his head, and 
« beard, grew inſenſibly grey, and then as inſenſi. 
3h bly turned black again. The firſt age of his life 
+. he paſſed i in idolatry, z but for the two laſt centu- 
“ rics of his life, had been a Mahammedan. + The 
«ſultan had allowed him a penſion for his ſubſiſ- 
* tance, the continuance of which he begged from 
the general; the ſame motive remaining, which 
tr had firſt induced the king of Cambaya to grant him 
Ne: a ſubſiſtance, that is to ſay, his great age, and the 
8 extraordinary circumſtances that. had. attended. his 
life, theſe prevailed on the general to grant his 
©. requeſt ©” Thus far Malfeus. | | 
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* 10 0 We very eaſily conceived, that fo 


ſtrange a \ ſtory a as this muſt have created many en- 
quiries, and have either ſunk in the world, or in conſe- 
quence of uche enquiries, received abundance of 
concurrent ;teſtimonies, I ſhall therefore, beg leave 
to add ſome very remarkable particulars in eng 
to "this celebrated long liver, from the Portugurzg 
hiſtorian, Ferdinand Lopez de Caftegneda, who was 
hiſtoriographer royal. He tells us, that in the year 


4 0 D. 108 


536, there was a man' preſented to the vice roy of 


be Indies, Nunio de Cugna, who was near 340 
years 'ofd: He remembred that he had Teen the 


city in which he dwelt, and which was then one of 
Mo moſt populous i in the Indies, a very inconſſdera- 
ble place. He had changed his hair, and recover- 
ed his teeth four times, and when the vice-roy ſaw 


him, his head and beard were black, but the hair 


weak and thin. He aſſerted that i in the courſe ofhis 
life he had ſeven hundred wives, ſome of which 


died, and the reſt he had put away. The king of 


Portugal cauſed a ſtrict enquiry to be made i into this 


matter, and an annual account of the ſtate of the 


ü 


old man's health, to be brought him by the returns 


of the fleet from India. This long-lived perſon, 


Was 4 nativé of the kingdom of Bengala, and died 


at the 1 85 of 70 This er is in irſelf rr 
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120 Hirst REpmavys , 
curious; founded” upon good authority, and "theres 
fore tranſcribed from the authors 1 have mentioned, 
by many curloùs and inquiſitive perſons who were 
alſo proper judges of tales of this hatule, and who 
have none of then intimated any doubt or ſuſpicion 
as to che matters of fact : I cherefote ſubmit it to 
the reader's cohſide ration, whether it be-nor a mat. 
ter worthy of reflection; that there is a certain 
ſtrength in the human body, which alnlted by ſome 
Jacky Gireurnitances, enables it to retiovate” its ſelf 
ſometimes once, as in the caſe mentioned by Loi. 
chiun, ſometimes oftner; as in that of the 'coutirels 
of Deſmond, who bred all her teeth thrice; and this 
native bf Bengala, who changed his hair And teeth 
four times; and there is another eireatfiſtance of 
which I cannot but take notice, as it favours my 
doctrine very much; that this man who lived to an 
age much greater than any, for which wWe have as 
1 0 authority, had ſo many wives, tothe efficacy 
of whole breaths, and the inſenſible effluvia of their 
vbolttöwe bodies, I ſhould not ſeruple to attribute 
in a great meaſure his extraordinary longevity. 
"Theſe! 1 ſay, are points which: deſerve to be conſi- 
dered, ſince if ſuch a power there be in the human 
conſtitution, we ought not to deſpair of finding out 
n n n contribute to We 
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The San PRIUMPH. 129 
irs ſelf more frequently; which would be certainly 
l ar greater benefit to mankind, than the bare ſtudy 
of the proper remedies for uſual and common diſ- 
tempers. Let me add, that perhaps if ſuch a me- 
thod could be found, it muſt alſo defend our bodies 
from almoſt all diſeaſes, by procuring ſuch a,vigour, 
as ſhould: be able neee entrance of chan, 


94440" . nn 8 v3 
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War Thave. nd; in. the way wa: reaſoning 
upon; this ſubject, may be very ſtrongly corroborated 
from a relation which I have lately met with, in a 
very authentic writer, and a relation which 1 prefer 
to all others, from the natural and accurate manner 
in which it is delivered, from whence I perſuade 
myſelf, that the reader will peruſe it with pleaſure, 
ſinde excluſive of the extraordinary facts it contains, 
it affords; the cleareſt, and moſt | canciſe deſcription 
of the effects, that follow the ſloweſt and moſt 
as a machine is capable, and thereby fully explains 
the manner in which death is brought on by the ad- 


4110 f et 


vances of old age, when diſſolution is no way acce- 
lerated, either by intemperance or diſtempets of 
any kind. This muſt be allowed to be very curious, 


becauſe examples of this nature are rare in alli coun- 
tries, are very ſeldom. examined with that nicety 
and attention they deſcrve when they do happen, 
and if they were, fo juſt and, fo inſtructive an in- 
ſtance, as that, Which we have in this account, is 


perhaps not io be found in any author whatever, 
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122 Hr lifts RRpfytvüs; „, 
All theſe eireumſtances I have thought proper to 
premiſe; that the attention of the reader may be 
awaketied,” and that he may peruſe ſo extraordinary 
a piece, with 'that caution and conſideration, which 
it deſerves. gs us noh come to the matter 1 1 
i ein abt agg IO V 244} en, (3670108 
VIOAPTAIN Tirhdonidt Pays my author f, failed a8 
commodore of a ſmall ſquadron, conſiſting only of 
three little veſſels well equipped in the year! 1364, for 
che coaſt of © Florida,” where being arrived, the, fi- 
eur * Ortigny his lieutenant was invited by ohe bf tlie 
Indiun elilefs to the hotſe of his father, wem fie 
reported to be both, orte of the ancienteſt and one 
moſt conſiderable perſons tin the cbuntry. This in- 
ter view wis managed with much kindneſs and civili- 
ty on both ſides; for this was not the f firſt time that 
the Frenrh had been ſeen in thoſe parts, and the old ; 
chief of Florids knew the figfification of the word K 
Im, l. e. Friend, which his gueſts ten Fepedrel, | 
at ee he was menen platte. e 
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W HEN they ſaw bim i in this 80 n Mr ' 
Orligiy enquired as well as he was able a8 0 his age: 
hen the old man in anſwer to his queſtion,” ſignifi- 


ed that he Was the aneeſtor to five generations. He 1 
pointed alſo to another old man who fat over againſt 1 
him, and who ſeemed to ſurpaſs him in years very MW + 
much.” "Indevd ws CE e, e e Tor tne" was the t 
. Nan 70 een inne 1 
YDSO r wr * x 
| * Hiſtoire 50 la goride par M. Baſannier, p. 95. 0 
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The Sacn's/PRIUMPH 123 
father of this venerable old man. The ſtrangers 
took the pains. to examine him attentively, and found 
him to relemble rather a ſeleton covered with ſkein, 
than a human creature, ſtill alive; for his nexves, his 
veins, his arteries, and in ſhort, all the veſſels in his 
body of what kind ſocver appeared fo clearly; that 
they might have been numbered with all the eaſe im- 
aginable., The wonderful effects of age appeared in 
other xeſpects ſtill ſtronger in this decre pid Indian, 


for he had, long before loſt his fight; and moſt of his 


other faculties were ſo much impaired, thatche could 
be hardly ſaid to retain any of his ſenſes, yet his 


ſpeech. was not entirely laſt; he could utter ſounds 


that were intelligible to thoſe about him, but this was 
in a law and feeble voice, and accompanied with ſuch 
pain and difficulty, that he declined, it as much as 
poſſible, and choſe rather to make them ſenſible of 
the few, things he wanted by ſigns, to which they 
were accuſtomed, and which were immediately obeyed 
by thoſe that were about E im, who ſeemed to obſerve 
him with the utmoſt reverence, as well as attention 8. 
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Arrzx having contemplated at ien 1 bght ſo 
very ee *. ſieur de Oe waunpeg, wel 


4 14 N — _ [EW 14 - K. 4 * . 4 
: * err FF I SI FX 5% a > A * ler. TY * LANA I. — — em 


ET Wg babe 18 858 to remark, that this muſt be the 
ſame coantty in which he informs us, a Sa/tzb»rober told him, 
.the - Exg/;\ found an Indian prince within theſe twenty years, 
who remembred the coming of the Spaniard into Frida, and 
the relation of theſe facts to each other, is a confirmation of the 
705 of _ ; : 
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124 HAN Us NEDInus; u, 
to the young old man (I uſe the author's own words) 


and deſired him, with the utmoſt civility, to give 


him, if poſſible, a more diſtinct anſwer; with reſpect 
to ſome who were waiting at a diſtance to approach. 
When they were near him, he ſtruck his hand up- 
on his chigh twice, and then laid it upon the heads 
of two old men; after that he ſtruck his thigh a- 
gain, and laid his hand upon others, and repeating 
this action five times, and then placed his deſcen- 
dants beſore them, that they might coaſider 
at leiſure: They did fo, and by obſerving the dif. 
ference of their looks, the colour of their hair, and 
other circumſtances, they conjectured, that it might 
be very poſſible, that the younger of the two old 
| "wu might be punch of two Rik 


A -the er I promiſed, le ans 
ly in the terms of my author, and I look upon it as 
the fulleſt and "moſt authentic account of the extent 
of human lif-, from the natural advantages of a fine 


climate, great temperance, - continual exerciſe, Sc. 


and rendets it very evident, that long: life ſimply 
conſidered,” and without the aſſiſtance of ome me- 
thod, either to retard, or to qualify its, inconvenien- 


cies, ought by no means to be eſteemed a bleſſing; 


for what kind of death could the moſt barbarous ty- 
rant invent, that would be ſo cruel, in the canſide- 
ration of a reaſonable perſon, as the lingering tor · 
ments of ſuch a living death, as the oldeſt of theſe 
210 i . 3 


them 


r . cx ESS 
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vd men ent through ? But; ill! this is am unan- 
ſwerable argument in the ſupport of our fundamental 
principleg:;that the human body is a machine that 
may be. ſuſtained much longer than is commonly: 
imagined. This may be done, either by mattal, 
or by artificial meant: Hs to the firſt of theſe method 
we have fou it where we ſhould have ſoughti lit, 
withz the greaieſt probability, that is, amongſtad. 
vga, why" as they have animal life, and the: plea- 
fares of the body only in view; fo theſe according 4 
the oe coe of prov idenbe, lead to the umoſt: r 
tenſion of! life of Which, from the naturs ia 
ſtructureg the human body La a machine, id cp 
ble, and perhaps only capable in ee eee 
and from fach a way of hege +> 6 be 5. 


2 ee een 0 i ii feed, str 


Burr as we are very ſenſible that wich reſpe to 


machines: though they cannot our aft tte mater als 
/ ck: Rach are compoſed, dat muſt gradually 
=P ke rene between th the aſſltances rec 7 5 — 4 
very well ſer th by bur author, Abd he very juſtly infifte b 
the elimute u che thief! It is obſerved by lord Bachr, thut in 
mountainous countries, the people live long and the ſamous pro- 
teſlor Bogrhaove, was wont, ta, gbſerve, in his lectures, Aatfhg 
was well! nformed, that a certain Dutchman, who had built him- 
ſelf a Ver or the top of 4 very high mountain, at the 4 
God, Hupe lived there in the enjoyment of a healthy old age, be- 
yond the vr remembrance of any of the colbiig 7 "_ 


is the den : of n are, but if we could perſectly diſcov Fence 
with 1 1 Eaten © on the body, the eo air 


ariſe; we'thight poſſibly do ſomewhat in this reſpect by art, With 5 ä 
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126 Uzkacrwvs Repivivusy br 
"waſte and decay by the d&tion of the ſeveral parts of 
thoſe materials upon each other; yet by the affiſtanc 

of art, even theſe materials may not only be tnade to : 

lik longer than they would othetwiſe-do;-but-hifo to : 

| perform their offices with greater facility, and with | 

fewer mconveniencies, than if they were-unfkilfully : 

| managed. Thee watches of Tompion, nate, or even 5 

of Grabam, who has carried his art io. much beyond f 

any of his predeceſſors, will be ſubject to go wrong; : 

to be injured and at length ſpoiled, and that per- : 

haps in a very ſhort time in the hands of ignorant 4 

perſons, ſuch as children, and women that, in the 2 

cuſtody of prudent and careful people might be pre- 4 

ſerved in. perfect order, for an age ot two at leaſt; 4 

though in ſpite of all, the aliduity and caution, poſ- f 

ſible, they would at laſt wear out, Hence by parity 4 

of feaſon, we may diſcterg. how the machine of the + 

body might be in like manner defended, both from * 

external injuries, and internal decay, if a right me· " 
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dad was once ſettled for that purpoſe z and that 
| method” "purſued. with | \ proper, diligence and attention. 
22h a "method however, i is not to he looked for a- 
 mongſt ſavages, but ang the Marge Molt learned 
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Bee n A e foie age 35 
that chere are ho two nations ih the world, 0 anxious about zhe 
prefervation of fe, 45 "thi Fa Han, and the Chineſe, but not ft - - 
i wichRaaibg this, * des dos not appear, , "that they have made any 
wy wy 3 - very 


. rr TRUE EH Is 
S pizeeravdt dc fon 1998 sch hh LBS $9456 
I be i ing 2 Orr melltre Mfeifg 108 
ſtrangelyß und iow RmmpIN the Lürioßty of 'THatikigd 
is commonly employed: We viftt fine Pelseks, Bead 
ciful garden, and ſden cöllections of 'taritits 48 
dome famous j ard in ferveymfg tha," we Teen th 
be vety dingent and eirdufnfp& CR; Yo Hat! rid lee 
upon lat n gre Yiſtarice' f kime, we tan give vety 
fatisactory acòounts of the gerd ally of theſe thig- 
nificietit buildings, the materials of which thty are 
colnpoſedy the diſpoſitiom of - theit (everal parts, the 
2 that ariſe from then, and at Yealt the 
&s. In the gärders again, we note 
dhe wei the wales, the Wilderneſſes, the. "Herbs, 
flowers, trees, canals, pavilions,” &b. jt In thofe re- 
poſitotits” we Can tell upch Action, what Wiriods 
\books there are, whit dneque Ratues, Wirt Sebel. 
bert pictures, and by What fambus hände, what che 
dals, and in u Word, whatever they contalh. But 
hom few are thete that eplöy this burjolity, which 
i ben not of extending only ov, oy a a. 
1014205: 0 . . 8 — 
6 Nee ere in the ele hs ough 8 = an : 
"rarional'Fhſoj6s in the creatife of Cirnaro, and miny food 1 
wigltt perhaps be picked oor of the aphorifing af che Chineþ 
phyſicians : yet. after all, they go no farther, than giving wiſe 
cautions to prevent the waſting of hte; ; whereas the great thing 
to be ſought, is a method of recruiting it. A lawp wall 
pot bürn ſo ſoon if protecled from the air, as in a placg Mhors it 
is expoſed to tlie wind, but it would Gill continue burning much 
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125 Hrxwirrvs KRepiyivvs; er, 
variety bf ſubjects, but of preſerving them alſo, fo as 


to have them conſtantly. ready for entertainment, 


or for uſe; ; I fay how few exerciſe this curioſity upon 
their own bodies; ſo as to become in any tolerable 
degree acquainted with the nature of the ſtructure, 
the diſpoſition of its parts, and the re lation they have 
to each other ; Z curioſity i is doubtleſs; a noble faculty 
of the ſoul, and is it not ſurprizing that ſhe ſhould 
exerciſe i it every where but! at home? that with the 
fooliſh giddineſs of a young. heir loaden with mo- 
ney, and light in wit, ſhe ſhould long to travel a- 
broad and run great riſks to ſee ſtrange ſights at a 
diſtance, without ever reflecting to hom much bet- 
ter purpoſe her time and talents might be ſpent; in 
taking a cloſe view of her own concerns, in mak ing 
a thorough enquiry inte the title by which ſhe holds 
her poſſeſſions, and procuring an exact inventory of 
her own, effects. It is for want of this, that like 
the travelling ſpend· thriſtʒ ſhe finds herſelf fre- 
quentiy called off, from following at a yaſt intellec- 
tual expence, pleaſures totally foreign to her, to 
come and die a beggar at home. Health and hap- 


pineſs are the great concerns of every man, we na- 


turally with theſe to our friends, and deſire them for 
ourſelves, we think of them with pleaſure, we ſpeak 
of them with prey aach Ver.! We e very a, eck 


them as we _ 
3 43 gl To UN I. | * HAVE 


% Wen may ay a Ee, as to "he racks yy 'this, by 


conſidering what prodigious , improvements bave been made in 
anatomy and phy ſic during the two laſt conthrie, But. what 
this 
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tas, declined as yet, ſpeaking, of long-lived 
animals, upon which, however, the great lord Ba. 
ton has inſiſted much. Apollonius, if we may be- 
lieve the writer of his life, diſcovered: in mount 


Caucaſus, an extraordinary ſecret i in. natural hiſtory. 


There are: apes there, it ſeems; which feed upon a 


kind of pepper, and theſe apes. are eaten by ald 
lions, to renew . their: ſtrength . and make them 


young. I muſt confeſs, ſuſpect this to be rather 
an allegory, than a fable, and I ſhould. incline. to 
interpret it thus; that lofiy and ambitious ſpirits | 


over-act the bodies, in which they inhabit, and i ins 
duce a premature old age, if this effect be not pre- 
vented by frequently unbending their ſpirits in the 
company of humorous and diverting people, who 
are well eriougt matked out by apes well ſeaſoned}; 

Thus W777 laus the famous king of Sparta, when he 
was extremely old, atnuſed himſelf by playing with 
young « children. The great Scipio diverted himſelf 
in the « company of 2. erence, and Auguſtus had always 


abour lin TH molt ſ fprightly v wits of Rome. Cardi- 


this writer chiefly aims at, is to engage the __ 8 obſervation 
as to the {mall pains taken by the generality of people, even of 
thoſe, who would be thought knowing and ſenſi ble, to make 
themfelyes ſo far acquainted with the nature of che human oeco- 


nomy, as to be able to take care of themſelves. It is a very 


common, but for all that, no idle ſaying, that every man at 


forty, is either a fool, or a phyſician, that is, with regard to . 


himf: If; but I douht, reckoning thus, the fools would carry it 


tity.) | 
. : Phloltas in vit, Apollo Pra. ths 3 iv. ci. «$4 2,04. $8 
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130 HenmientsREDIVIVUS: 0, 
nal Ricblieu had, funk under che fatigues of his mi. 
niſtry, if from time to time he had not been \ reliey- 
ed by the humorous buffoonry. of Boiſrabert, : Lewis 
XIV. Was. as delicate i in his amuſements, AS. great in 
his councils, and ſhewed as true judgment , in ap- 
proving a play of Moliere- 8, as a project of Torvoi. 
We are not therefore to underſtand the antients li- 
terally, When they deliyer to us thoſe ſtories which 
appear to us incredible. But to return to . N. 
ed animals. 


"In" is certain, that eagles arrive at a great age, and 
that they preferve almoſt as long as they Ive, that pro- 
digious ſtrength which diſtinguiſhes them from O- 
cher bitds. We know too, that the eagle renews 
his plumage annually, and it is not eaſy. to conceive 
how this ſhould be done without 'a rota?” change of 
its Juices.” The ſtag is another long-lived” animal, 
though I cannot believe many of the ſtories that are 
told about it. I mention it only that 1 may ob- 
ſer vt chat it annually caſt its horns, *whi ich is another 
proof of the renewal of animal juices. But this is 
ſtill more oonſpieuous in the viper, Which in the 
ſpring caſts it coat, and comes abroad Yoarliful' as 
the year. If the eagle, the ſtag, and the viper 
were not common to every elimate, I malte no doubt 
that the facts related of them would Be. treated a8 
fables ; but as they happen every day, and"immedi- | 
ately under our eyes, we are, obliged to own, them 
for truths. Vet, what uſe have we made of theſe 


truths ? ? wy can "yu the —_—_ why theſe animals 
"I * 
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live: longer than others; ot, how it comes to paſs, 
that nature grants them this privilege" of rejuvene- 
ſeency ? yet ſuckht an | enquiry tight repay or induf- 


tfy abundantly =" Tt is faid; that we Tearned' phyſic | 


from animals; that dogs taught us the uſe of emetics, 


and that birds put us in the head of gliſters. If they® 


£ 


were dür tutors it the Tower forms of pliyſic!*why 
ſhould we diſdain theit inſttukkion f in Ee 
bs of that ſcience ? HCH" 1 ee 997 AR 
eln 

II is not an the e Inliabfcants of the land 1 
that attain to ſuch vaſt. ages, ſuch as dwell, in the 
waters ſeem to have ſtill a larger ſhare of life; of 
which I. will give you one. well atteſted inftance out. 
of many. . In the year 1497, in a fiſh-pond, j in Sus. 
2 near Huilprin i in Germam, they took a carp of a 
prodigious ſize; Which had in his ear, a fing ol cop- 
per; with theſe words in Tatin. 1 am the firſt Hu 
that was put . into this und, by the hands of Frede- 
rick. II. governor, of the world, the 5th of. October, 
1230. This carp appeared to have lived 259 years; 
and probably might have lived much longer, 
had he not been thus taken out. I cannot ap- 


prehend, that much uſe. will ever be made of Xs: 


amples of this ſort, becauſe fiſhes live, in another 
medium, and ſcem to have their lives regulated by 6 
kane tm thoſe, of other animale”. - We 
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132 Hunmieevs Reprvivus'; er, 
may ſay of them, that if they do not, like che eagle; 
renew: their vigour, yet they ſeem, never to grow 
old, or to expreſs myſelf more clearly, age with 
them ſeems exempt from infirmities-. The broken 
claw of a lobſter grows again, which if ſeriouſly con. 
ſidered, is very wonderful, and it is generally believ- 
ed, that moſt fiſhes grow as "_ hoy live; which 
if we is 98 x caſily ename for t IEG Nun 
10 | 215 20. 0 Yeh 
8 1 W zauber Gm all * hints, is no 
more than this, that nature has furniſhed us with 
numerous examples of what we ſcek, long life with 
the preſervation of ſtrength. We ſee this daily in 
birds, and in beaſts, in fiſh and i in reptiles, and yet 
we ſit down fatisfied, that ſpeedy old age, and 
immature death, belong to us by the law of na- 
ture. Where is the juſtice; where is the conſiſten- 
cy of this; eſpecially, if we conſider; chat the fleſh 
of many long-lived animals has a quality wonderful- 
Iy reſtorative? We know that mighty things have 
been done by feeding upon vipers, and not much 
leſs by living upon ſhell-fiſn; the bone of a ſtag's 
heart is held to be a very high cordial; the reafon 
of which is ſome thing ſingular, and therefore 1 
Will ee notice Wen itte. A boys 18 ale Mes 
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" Ae the bak; as . as into all thoſe: that are e mentioned by 
_ the rabian phyſicians ; and as they tranſeribe Cree authors i it 
is eafy to ſec, that this medicine was of very great antiquity. *' 
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proof of the fag? 8 longeviiy, for it is nothi ng elſe 
but the root of the aorta, grown bany through a 
long ſeries of years. We are therefore in the 
wrong to take it for granted, that nature has paſſed N 


ſoch a ſentence upon us, when the record of expe»: 


rience proves directly the contrary, and when we ſo 
plainly ſee. that the ſeeds. of long: life are in long- 


lived creatures. But we paſs this ſentence and exe- 
cute it upon ourſelves. We ſit down not patient, 
but dejected, under what we eſteem a common ca- 
calamity, and deſire rather to make the moſt of a 


ſhort, life, than to fatigue ourſelves with the ſtudy 


of the means by. which | it might be een 1792 
A ChicwY s + 1 it 


3 nt 


we HAD. h track an ae: achichs 5 dees 
ſtarted from a ſuppoſed law of nature, with reſpect 
to animals, viz. that thoſe have their appointed 
times, and that moſt of them are but of very ſhort 
periods; the great lord Bacon hath taken much pains: 
t9, make. this gut, though with a better view than 
the ſupporting ſuch an objection, but after all, I 
very, much doubt the matter of fact, viz. that there 
are any ſuch immutable laws, that animals cannot 
tranſgreſs. For inſtance, it is ſaid, that the age of 
a horſe, I mean his extream age, is twenty or twenty- 
four; hiſtory turniſhes us with inſtances that contra- 
dict this. 1 will mention but one, Mezeray tells 
us, that a certain duke of Gaſcogny paid his homage 
to the king of Burgundy on a horſe that was an hun- 
dred * old, and which was ſtill vigorous and 
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134 Herwmieeys Rypivinus; of; 
full of mettlet. But adenitting the: matter of fact, 
where lies the force of the objection . Some animals 
reach ten, and others it is confeſſed, live much be- 


yond a hundred; what has this to do with the life 
of man f why: ſhould- it prove, that we are ſtinted 
to four ſcore, more than that we have it in our pow- 


er to live as long as ſtags and eagles. It may be 
r that there is a certain gradation in theſe peri- 
ods, and that as each animal has its aſſigned term, 
ſo likewiſe has man. But we have proved the con- 


trary of this, by all the methods of argumentation 
yet invented; we ſhewed it from ſeripture, from 
reaſon, from experience; and if all this is not ſuffi - 


cient to baffle a notion founded only on faneꝝ, why, 


let thoſe who! are fond of it, enjoy it. I do not 
think that life ought to be forced upon people, my 


nn goes no further than this, that if ine gel ue 

may find, if we knock it till be open d x and this I am 
Jed bye becauſe T find it ſo in athet parſirits, 
where men follow nature, and not their own: noti- 


ons, What mighty diſcoveries hath the Netetonian 


_- philoſophy afforded; which had been for ever hid 


- 


from men, if they had continued to follow: the viſi- 
ons of Deſcartes? how much more certain the aſtro- 


nomy of our times, than that of our anceſtors ? yet 
ſome ay, that all theſe diſcoveries are only, loſt 
truchs revived.” "Bu: it ſo, ook let us return to the 
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ſcarch of that truth Which was known to man 
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a and. thats albakas 0 1 Gig, there 


remain yet any doubts upon the mind of the reader, 


we ſhall endeavour by all means to remove theſe, as 
well for the ſake of his ſatisfaction, as that, after ſo 


much pains already taken, we may not fail in our 


attempt; and have this diſſertation conſidered only 


as a litterary amuſement; n we intend it as 


ſeem to have ſtudied this matter With n | 


aſſiduity, and whoſe opinions, generally ſpeaking, 


on mature examination, appear not altogether unrea- 


ſonable to the moderus; | obſerve with reſpect to the 


cauſes of old age, that they are chiefly three. Firſt, 


the circumambient air, which dries up the natural 


moiſture in man, at the ſame time, that the innate 
heat of the body conſumes it, as the/ neceſſary ſub- 
ſtance on which the flame of life muſt feed. The 
ſecond is the toil and motion of the body, which 
likewiſe waſts that aerial humidity which is fo neceſ- 
ſary to health and life; and the laſt, the paſſions of 


the mind, which according to the ſentiments of the 


learned Avicenna, have greater influence than both 


the other cauſes taken together, which will ſeem ex- 


treamly reaſonable, if we conſider how eloſe a con- 


nection there is between the paſſions of the mind, 
and the motion of the animal ſpirits, which particu- 
_ appears in "madneſs, when we compare the cir- 
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cumſtances attending it, as a diſeaſe of the mind, 
with thoſe by which: it Gee appaggt _ 
eee yon Wi Aw to za 8e Sf 
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Sven as are mne chat myſterious kind 
of philoſophy, which was in the higheſt credit with 


the learned yulgar of the laſt age, and which is now 
as unreaſonably diſcredited: amongſt the ſame people, 


and regarded only by fuck as enquire after truths, 
and not received opinions; this philoſophy, I ſay, 
teaches us, that there is a great correſpondence be- 
tween the body of the earth, and the body of man, 


whence the patrons of this doctrine were wont to 
call the latter the little world, and the former the 
great one. Now, though there is ſomething very 
faneiful in their way of treating this matter, yet the 
notion in itsſelf is very juſt, and hoever examines 


it carefully, will find, that the general laws of the 


univerſe, are alſo the particular laws of all the diffe- 
rent kind of bodies in it; and hence it comes to 
paſs, that as man ſuffers and is deſtroyed: for want 


of moiſture, ſo this is hke to be the caſe of the 


world too, or at leaſt would be ther caſey if it did 
not receive foreign ſupplies; which the judicious 


Sir Jaac Newton ſuppoles it does from the tails of 


comets, the watery vapours of which, he imagines 


communicate with our atmoſphere for that purpoſca. 
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Tuts we muſt a "y Fi ane and proba⸗ 
ble account of what for many ages puzzled the un- 
derſtanding of all mankind; and if ſo wonderful a 
method as this is, be neceſſary to ſupply the earth 


with moiſture, why ſhould we think it ſtrange, that 
a new, and in ſome meaſure unaccuſtomed way, 


ſhould be the fitteſt for repairing that humidity, 


which is ſo neceſſary to the well being of the hu- 
man body. The univerſe is under the ſpecial care 
and direction of its infinitely wiſe creator, who at 


certain ſeaſons therefore has provided it with ſuch 


requiſite ſupplies; but the bodies of men are in this 
reſpect left to their own cate, and if the materials 


be within our own reach, and our faculties are ſtrong 


enough to diſcover them, we have no morè a right 


to complain that the ſecret of preſerving long: life ĩs 
not diſcovered to us, than that the ark of baking 
bread, of melting ores, and refining metals, or in- 
deed any other art was not revealed to our anceſtors 
jn the earl ieſt ages of the world, but left to be the 
reward of their future induſtry and ſagacity. Phe) 
furniture af man's mind, and the ſtructure of his 
body, are both of them ſuch, that if he has any 
reaſon to complain, it muſt be of himſelf; and his 
reflections upon providence are not only impious, 
but ridiculous. He has it abſolutely in his power 
to be eaſy, and happy if he pleaſes. Health will 


always attend on temperance ſteadily purſued, as 


Galen aſſerts in bis works, and manifeſted 1 in himſelf 
by 
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by Rvitg to upwards of à hundred, Wien being 
attacked either by acute or chronic diſcaſes. Ri 
-ches'are* nor inderd within every man's reach, but 
tere is ſomething always at hand infinitely more 
vulunable than wealth, I mean cbntent. If to theſe 
"blefſings' we would add length of days, why that 
rob, according to this hypotheſis is in 6ur power, 


and depends on our finding out a proper ſopply of 


the aerial humidity befobe e . 
k have now the clue in our hand, and nothing 
can Hinder us from extricating ourſelves from this 
Aabyrinth of doubts, about the proper method of ob- 
talning this fupply, but our own "negligence and 
want of attention. We ought to remember that 
heat and moiſture are from the very beginning the 
principles bf human life. Let us reflect then, and 
ſer if we cannot diſcover whence theſe Principles a- 
riſe. There is, T think, very little difficulty i in this 


_ (eaſe, thut of heat is derived from the male, that of 


{moiſture from the female. It is equally unneceſſary 
and unbecoming me to introduce a treatiſe of gene- 
ration in a work like this; b it is ſufficient that 1 put 
my readers in mind, that the enlargement of che 
fcetus in the womb, requires a very extraordinary de- 
gtee of moiſture in all reſpects, and that this! is entire- 
Hy derived to it from its mother. The growth 'of 
an infant is ſurprizingly quick, and this is owing to 
"the ſtrength of the vital flame, the conſtant ſupply 
; of a proper bumicity, and the not being expoſed to 
5 thoſe 
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accidents Which have been before · mentioned, 

1 wean the action of the circumambient air, podily 
motion, and the paſſions of the mind, from all, which, 
children while i in the womb, are in a great meaſure 
| free- This I, think. is ſo extreamly clear, and plaio, 
that ij ſimply impoſſible for a man to be in any 
perpfe ey about it, and therefore I ſhall, proceed to 
the, next age, of lift, and enquire me 5 
which ! is theres mne by uren, FER 


TIE 


A 
of 4 
"8 


N 


Ty the ſtate, of 1 there is likewiſe aper | 
wry of this humid matter, 


5 ordinary proviſion neceſfa 
not only ſufficient. for performing the ordinary. func- 
tions of animal life, but alſo to facilitate the growth 
of che child, and this too proceeds from. the mother. 


Nature has furniſhed her with breaſts, and with 
milk, which i is the molt ſuitable nutriment, that un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, the human body can receives | 


and in extream old age, when the body is;a ſecond 
time reduced to the fecblenchs of „ 
eſpecially womens milk, is is found to be of very 
great uſe, and in ee caſes alſo, is allowed 
to be a moſt admirable reſtorative. Hence I think 
it plainly appears, that the radical moiſture, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to ſupply the flame of life, and to keep i it not 
only alive, but, vigorous and clear, is to be ſought i in 
woman. 1 eſee one .gfeat objection. that may. be 
made to chis, viz, that I inſiſt not on the breath or 
eflavia 0 f.w women, but of virgins. 2 vet weigh the 
SA choroughly, and 21908, vill find all that I have 


advanced, 
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ds aan That nauciſbinge of a 
child in the womb, and anzintant;ar:the-.breaſt,. is x 
nouriſnment no way fit for perſons in years, and : 
therefore I approve what, Bacon delivers; from the 
Arabian phyſicians, viz. that milk is an improper 
diet for old men. This hinders not its beigg uſe⸗ 
ful when people are quite worn out, forl haf 
furniſh ſtrength to a dying flame, that would be of 
no ſervice to a lamp in its ordinary fitoarion... Per- 
ſons in the laſt ſtage of life, are frequently emacia- 7 
ted, and in this caſe, milk, may help 51 but ſtill, as 
there is a wide difference between the natural and = 
gradual decay of the human body, and. what the f 
phyſicians call a conſumption, there mult; be:conſe- 


quently a difference in their cure. Thus from cer. j 
tain and almoſt ſelf. evident principles, I have eſta- 7 
bliſhed the rxeaſonableneſs of this propoſition, that FI 
the breath and inſenſible perſpiration of virgins in a b 
young and healthy ſtate, muſt be very ſalutary for 0 
old men, and may very probably be a means of pro- 0 
tecting them from thoſe infirmities, which uſually 5 


attend an advanced age. Now, in reſpect to this 
irt matters not at all, whether the inſeription 
1 ſet out with be founded in truth or not, nei- 
ther is it requiſite to believe that * k have hit exact 
on the method uſed by Hermippus, _ The ſingle 
point i in queſtion i is, whether I have ſhewn that ſenſe 
in which I take this inſcription, | to be agreeable to 
the dictates of 20 and on ar of W and 

ä 28 


che SAGE $0 | 
a$:t6 chis, every reader muſt decide enen 
Before he does this, there is another fort of Evidence 
chit he oäglit to hear, and which for the Hake öf- 
each T'hall'readily-produce,”” 7 wont Þ owromns 
2 45 TOS a 185 S a2 eee nord 
er ars two ſorts of people whole intereſt it“ 
po. Matly to deery'this' doctrine on ſuppoft⸗ 
tion that it is deſtrüctive of their" Gun, to WHICH" 
they ate prodigiouſly, and perhaps unreaſdflabſy ad- 
dicted" I mean the aſtrologers and hermetfiſt phil? 
fophers: T. hall eramzine what bott ty "object; 
rather for the entertainment and ſatisfat dn, than 
for the Conviction of the wiſer part of the world, 
who are alttddy well enough apprized f cheat 
die to these virtuoſt; afid* when I have done this? 
I ſhall drach to & ſpeedhy Concluſton, Frfot Aft afftt” 
tance that nothing more can be neceffary” to Ve 
bliſh the probability of this 'method for "prefervin ig 
health and life! and f6r defending dur bodies from 
the infirfmties of old age 48 long 0 tit evitira 


tions will Permit. N S 98703 NN 4 3x ' th BN 
ö we Ne" {1 Hugh 1 455757 3 7 neh ta: "Hi +513 a 


Tux ber pations Snag, fol doch it ems 
there are, will. probably pretend, that this notion 


of Hermibpu; was. a-meer-fancy,- anch that if he real: 
ly reached i an age o, advanced, it was noethrough 
the albiſtance derived kram che breath of virgitis, but 
| gr "poſition or the heaven "Bodies at 
1 f his "birth. =P). is, however, N lor 


me, 
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me, that they can never make good hid 6bjetion; 
beeduſe I preſume their art Will not furniſh them 
with the means of conſtructing any ſcheme of his 
nativity.” "F- know they may plead the authority of 


Thomas ' Aquinas', and other great men who have 4H | 
ven in to theſe opinibns. T Know too, chat they a 

| may produce ſome extraordinary inſtances bf : 4 
rification of aſttological predictions; eſpecially whoſe . 
of Ba, who was fo famous at Florence ence, and of Ja t 
Brofſe, at Paris, who were pattculerhy happy in i 
gueſſing at future events, and in men heit pre- t 
108 recorded nene F e 10 p 
21510 02 Jai: 4 p Ge 1131s WAY, C 
w Tus ſuriney of: theſe fotetoldito Cohen te Medic, " 
then a private citizen at Florence; that he would at- w 


rain} ſome: very high dignity, in as much as the a- en 
cendant of his nativity was adorned with” the ſame 00 
propitious aſpects, as thoſe of the Em) rors' Auguſ. he 
tus, and Charles V. had been; and he was accord; an 
ingly raiſed to the dukedom of T: uſcany, in the month 4 
of January 1434. The ſame Greek aſttologer, did, F 
with equal capacity, foretell the death of prince . IM 2% 
levander dt Medici, and tins with ſuch confidence, Wy 
as 26 painr ox out t the he perſon 940 whoſe hand he fhouls MW Th 


& 313409, v3: | 1 wh 4 t 2 — 7h of 
Km Tour homes hng eee fl dub 

Que ſtrong be 9 e s e fuss 1 his. 

ok ſeiret virtutes cælorum & ſtellaram dum 518 Jiqua hakcivur his; 

: * ſidicare'de” natura rei, licet hot neceſitate m bo . 13 
L poſcet impediri per accidens. D. runde de gh“, — 

's * Dinath. memorab, lib. vi. p. 390. | 8 85 OE e t 5 
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die, and v hom he affirmed to be that prince al inti- 
mate and familiar friend ; of a ſlender habit af bo- 


by, a ſmall. face, and ſyarthy complexion, and, ho, 


with a Teſgryed;filence, was. almoſt inſociable to al 
perſons in the court ; by which deſcription. he did 
almoſt-point out with the finger Laurence de Medici, 
- who murdered prince Alexander in his bed. cha 
cantrary to all the laws of conſanguinity and 7 
cality, in, the, year 16375. Bat the great misfortune 
is, that in thaſe days it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected, that 
theſe; pretended. ſages had better, and more certain.) 
methods of penetrating into conſpitacieg, than are a. 
forded by aſtrological means, and I muſt confeſs 
myſelf inclined to ſuſpect from the very manner in 
whichr this prediction was delivered, that Baſel Was 


employed to caution prince Alexander. againſt! his 


couſin Lawrence, and that for want of pehetration 
he fell wa pt cries W 


Lt . 1 8 


ee 17606 u ett W e bag Ae 

/ | 11 * 10 ioo lub 5 | {61 vigat 
Tur inſtance wy e i is more to 5 AE, 
poſe, becauſe dener ſupported indeed, I think chat 
it is one of the beſt atteſted ſtories of its kind. 


The baron de Biren, af afterwards the famous marſhal .. 
of that name, being under ſome difficulty about a 
duel, "went to Ja Broſſe, and carried him a ſcheme of 
his nativity, but told him it Was that of a *Fri iead! of. 
his the Ee afin e the N a 
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ſured him, that the perſon; whoſe nativity it was, 
would infallibly be a great man; nay, that he might 
even come to be a king, but for the caput alge! 
pointing to the figure of the dragon's: head in the 
ſcheme. M. de Biron, who did not underſtand the ; 
term, inſiſted on a «clearer account; why then, re- 
plied Ja Broſſe, through a deſire of being a king, this 
man will do ſomething that will coſt him his head, 
Provoked at which anſwer, the baron beat him un- 
mercifully; but he lived to fulfill his prediction, ha: lc 
ving his head cut off, as all the an e, for a 1 
nen _ Hemp Iv”. 775 1 
* 3 3 1 Put e Og 1 deliberate 
let out of this collection, an inſtance that made moſt 
againſt my ſyſtem, by clearly proving, that aſtrolo- 
g is not ſo incertain a thing as ſome repteſent it, 
and that as the able men in that ſcience cannot only 
predict the time, but the manner of the perſon's 
death, therefore all that I have advanced becomes 
very doubtful and precarious, at leaſt, when brought 
into compariſon with the dictates of this infallibt 
ſcience. I might allege various things in diſprooſ 
of this charge, ſuch as that I have not declarcd in 
direct terms againſt aſtrology, denied its having any 
principles, or derided ſuch as have either ſtudięd i, 
or given credit to thoſe who were converſant in its 
doctrines. But, becauſe I love to go to the bottom 


* N : * — 
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® Tavent. gen. de France, par M. de Sqrres. p. 1051. Medic, 
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of things, Jam defirous that my readers ſhould be 
acquainted with all that can be ſaid on any fide the 
queſtion 3 T will produce this very relation which I 
am ſaid to have concealed, and that with all the ad- 
vantages that it derives from the {kill of the ingeni- 
ous perſon” from whom I me it; with 4 n 
wh 9 to FIN OT Em | 


Rin 


very unhappy; yet it ought to render his memory im- 
mortal. He was a native of the town of Catena in 
Romagna, A certain officer carried him to Paris, 
where he ſtudied, and there following the berit of 
his genius, he applied himſelf to the occult ſciences, 
or rather to all the branches of that ſecret and curi- 
ous art, which is generally called, natural magick. 

He believed it bad been decryed, from its having 
been moſtly in the hands of bold, ignorant, and pro- 
fligate people, and he thought to reſtore its credit, 
by giving it all the ornaments and advantages that 
could be poſſibly derived from phyſic, mathematics, 
natural philoſophy, hiſtory, and the fine arts of 
which he was a perfect maſter. The pains he took 


nn this reſpect, were attended with rather more ſucceſs 


chan he promiſed himſelf, ſo that before he quitted 
France, he had acquired a very high reputation, and 


„6——ꝛrvä * 


* Les Anecdotes de Fhrence; ou Phiſtoire ſecrete, de la Maiſon de 
Medicis, p. 318. 
K Was 


Autiochus Tibertus was one of the moſt Faiths al o⸗ | 
logers of the fifteenth century, and tho? his death was 
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tude of pretenders at that time. 
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was conſidered as the man beſt ſkilled in every kind 


of divination, to which there wanted not a multi- 


CY 
= 


Uro his return to his native country, where that 


fort of knowlege was in the higheſt credit, he 
found it neceffary for his own ſecurity, to ingratiate 
himſelf with ſome of the petty tyrants, or little prin- 
ces, that were poſſcſſed of the ſeveral cities and ter- 


ritories in 7/aly, nor was it long before he gained 
the confidence of Pandolfo Malateſta, at that time fo- 


vereign of Remini, with whom he lived in the grea- 
teſt eaſe and credit?, His reputation was quickly rai- 
ſed to ſuch a height, as well by the curious books 
he publiſhed, on the principles of chyromancy, phy- 


—— — 


i _ 
It will not be improper to put the reader in mind, that at 
this juncture, when almoſt all the fraitful country of af was 
cantoned out amongſt a multitude of petty tyrants, this ſpirit of 
divining and of piving credit to divinations, was at its greateſt 
height ; neither is it in the leaſt difficult to diſcern the cauſe of 
this. When the ſpirits of mankind are broken and dejected, as 
muſt always be the caſe, when they languiſh under ſlavery, they 
cannot but incline to find our by any m-ans when the great evils 
they ſuffer ſhall have an end; and on the other hand, as tyrants 
are conſtantly jealous and ſuſpicious, they too are exceſſively prone 


to pry into the rolls of deſtiny, to learn, if poſſible, whence their 


danger may come, and of whom, amongſt all they fear, they 
have moſt reaſon to be afraid. We need not be ſurprized there- 


fore, that in ſuch conjunRures, aſtrologers, necromancers, and 


figure-flingers are in credit; for bad men only are ſolicitous about 
their fortune, the good find occupation ſufficient” in regulating 
their morals, LIEN, 
| ſiognomy, 


* 
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ſiognomy, and pyromancy, as by the happy verifi- | 
cation of many of his predictions, that his houſe was 1 
continually thronged, either with viſitors, who were 1 

| perſons of diſtinction, or clients that came to him | [. f g 
for advice; ſo that in a very ſhort time he acquired 11 
a competent fortune, and as he was eſteemed, court- Bi! i i 
ed and beloved by perſons of the higheſt rank, he i 
might well have promiſed himſelf a comfortable jour- 1 N 
ney through life, and a peaceable paſſage out of it, 1 
in a good old age. But fate, it ſeems, had other- | THe: 
wiſe decreed, nor were the decrees of fate any ſe- . [i 1% 
crets to Antiochus Tibertus. In a word, he has eſta- Ay; 1 / 
bliſhed his fame with poſterity upon three inconteſt- [oy 4 
able predictions, one with reſpect to his moſt inti- | 40% 
mate friend, another in regard to himſelf, and the 14 | | 
third relating to the prince who was his patron, all 114 
of them highly improbable at the time they were de- 11 
livered, all inſcrutable by the rules of human policy 1 14408 
or prudence, and yet all exactly accompliſhed. Wil 
Tu is friend of his was Guido de Bogni, one of = 8 1 q 
the greateſt captains of his time, as well as one of | 1 9 
the braveſt and boldeſt men that ever lived. He 1 
was very earneſt with Jibertus, to reveal to him, 1.088 
the ſecret of his deſtiny, and after conſulting the. i | 4 [ | 
lines in his hand, this great maſter of his art decla- | ; | 1 
red, that he would certainly loſe his life by the hand f | | l 
of one of his beſt friends, upon an ill-grounded ſuſ- 1 f mt 
picion, Sometime after this, Tibertus calculated his 1 | 4.008 
own nativity, and made no ſcruple of declaring, | | 18 
K 2 | that 4 | l 4 {> 
EE mY 
ij 
| 3 
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that he ſhould loſe his head upon the ſcaffold. His 
- patron Pandolfo de Malateſta, would likewiſe have 
his fortune told, which Tibertus would willingly, have 
declined, but finding that impracticable, he would 
not hazard his own credit, and that of his art by tell- 
ing him a falſity, and therefore, tho! he was at that 
time the richeſt prince in all Traly, he ventured to 
acquaint him, that after ſuffering. great want, he 
would die in the common hoſpital at Bolegna. Not 
long after this, Guido de Bogni was made commander 
in chief of the forces of Pandolfo de Malatęſta, upon 
which the count de Bentivoglio, who was father: in- 
law to that prince, wrote him a letter, in which he 
aſſured him, that he had made a ſhepherd of the 
wolf, and that Bogni was actually intriguing with 
the pope, and had promiſed to deliver up the city 


of Remini whenever he deſired it. The tyrants of | 


Traly were never men of much ceremony, and there- 
fore Malateſta, as ſoon as he had this information, 
made a great entertainment, to which he invited all 
his favourites, and amongſt the reſt, Guido de Bogni 
and Tibertus. At this ſupper Guido was ſtabbed, 
and as it was ſuſpected, that Tiberius from his great 
intimacy with him, might have ſome ſhare in, or at 
leaſt know lege of the conſpiracy, he was thrown in- 
to a dungeon and loaded with irons*, | 


a ' 
—_ 2 8 
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2 One ſees from hence, that the hatred of tyrants is very little, 
If at all more dangerous than their friendſhip. It is the maxim 


of a famous Chineſe philoſopher, and a maxim that deſerves to 
be 


7 
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Ir may be eaſily conceived, that our aſtrologer 
paſſed his time but unpleaſantly in this diſmal ſitua- 
tion, and therefore one cannot be at all ſurprized, 
that he ſhould lay hold of the firſt opportunity of 
making his eſcape. It ſeems, the goaler, to whoſe 
care Tibertus was committed, had a daughter of a 
milder and more compaſſionate diſpoſition than 
might have been expected, conſidering the ſire from 
whom ſhe ſprung. To this fair damſel the ſage ad- 
dreſſed himſelf in this time of his diſtreſs, and ſo ef- 
fectually wrought upon her gentle heart, that ſhe 
agreed to furniſh him with the means of breaking 


out of his dungeon into the caſtle ditch, from whence 


he might. eaſily eſcape, In the mean time, count 
Bentivoglio had diſcovered, that the information he 
gave his ſon-in-law was ill founded, and of this he 


ſent him an account, as foon as it was in his power. 
Malateſta was infinitely aſtoniſhed and affected with 
this news. It was impoſſible to recall his unfortu- 


nate general Guido de Bogni, from the grave, but he 
gave immediate orders for ſetting Tibertus at liberty. 


2M, ® r 


* 


be written in letters of gold; be not obliged by the wicked. It is 
impoſſible to run a greater hazard,' than he does, who receives 
good turns from a bad man, becauſe ſome time or other, it muſt 
bring him under this dilemma, that either he muſt do an unbe- 
roming action, or draw upon himſelf the imputation of ingrati- 
tude. The wiſeſt of the ancient philoſophers were for this rea- 
ſon afraid of the careſſes of tyrants, and choſe rather to live in 
virtuous poverty, than to receive wealth from thoſe who acquired 
it by iniquity, | | | | 
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Thoſe who brought the orders, came juſt at the fall 
of night, and preciſcly at the time that the aſtrolo- 
ger had forced his paſſage into the ditch, where, after 
a little ſearch, they found him. When this was re- 
ported to the tyrant, his ſuſpicions recurned upon 
him with redoubled violence, and. recollecting at the 
fame time the prediction of Antiochus, that he ſhould 
be deprived of his principality before his death, he 
concluded, that the firſt information could not be 
groundleſs; but that without doubt, the aſtrologer 
muſt be embarked in ſome ſuch perniciqus deſign, 
To free himſelf therefore from theſe apprehenſions, 
he gave orders, that the next morning Autzocbus Ti- 
bertus ſhould be beheaded before the priſon gate; 
and thus the ſecond prediction was verified, as well 
as the firſt, in a manner equally ſtrange, and out of 
the reach of human foreſight to penetrate, unaſſiſted 
by the rules of art. Let us now proceed to the 
third, which happened not long after. 


IT is to be obſerved, that tho' the intelligence of 
the count de Bentivoglio proved falſe with reſpect to 
the perſons concerned, which very probably was the 
elfects of his own conjecture, yet his information was 
right enobgh in the main; for a conſpiracy was ac. 
tually carrying on to put Remini into the hands of 
the pope, and it was accordingly ſeized by the duke 
de Valentinois, not long after, but in the confuſion 
which this occaſioned, Pandolfo Malateſta made his 
eſcape. He fled for ſome time from place to place, 

vigoroully 
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vigorouſly proſecuted by his enemies, and meeting, 
as is generally the caſe of tyrants, with very few 
friends; at length having endeavoured to ſow diſſen- 
tion amongſt his own children, he was abandoned 
by them, and conſequently by every body elſe, in- 
ſomuch, that falling ill of a languiſhing diſeaſe at 


Bologna, where no body cared to take him in, ne 


was at laſt carricd to the hoſpital, where he dragged 
out the remainder of his days in penury and pain, 
and at laſt died of his diſeaſe as Tibertus had foretold. 


Suck is the relation, which it is faid I would 
have ſuppreſſed, but whoever conſiders it maturely, 
will, Jam perſuaded, ſee no great cauſe to juſtify 
ſuch a ſuppoſition. There is nothing in my ſyſtem, 
that carries things ſo far as to pretend to avert ſuch 
ſtrange ſtrokes of fortune, or to ſecure men from vio- 
lent death, ſo that in this reſpect, none of theſe hiſ- 
tories, how well atteſted ſoever, affect any thing that 
I have advanced. As to the ſkill of Antiochus Ti. 
bertus, J can ſay nothing to it, except this, that it 
is a very ſingular, and at the fame time, a very uſe- 
leſs ſcience, that teaches men the diſcovery of their 
own and other people's misfortunes, and at the ſame 
time, affords them no light how to avoid them, I 
might likewiſe add, if I had an inclination to fall 
out with the. aſtrologers, that even theſe are no de- 
ciſive proofs, as to the certainty of this ſcience ; for 
very learned divines have aſſerted, that provi- 
dence ſometimes ſuffers vain predictions to be ful- 
K 4 filled 
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filled, as a juſt puniſhment on thoſe who pretend to 
penetrate into the ſecrets. of heaven, or who place a 
confidence in ſuch -pretenders*.:; Now, to ſay the 
_ 10 we nn how _ ſuitable: judgments 
purſue 
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a * . be x no diffcult * to Amble a 3 5 hiſ- 
torical faQs in ſupport of that ſentiment, which tho' our author 
will not undertake to defend, he ſeems plainly enough to approve. 
One good inſtance however may do as well as twenty, and it fo 
falls out, that a very remarkable one is to be met with very near 


the time in which the celebrated Tibertus flouriſned. The cardi- 


nal Adrian de Corneto, made a very conſiderable figure in the 
court of Rome, under the pontificate of Leo the tenth, He was 
a native of the town from whence he took his name, but his pa- 


rents were ſo poor, that what his true name was, appears not 
from hiſtory. A ſchoolmaſter gave him his learning gratis, and 


he improved this To well, that be paſſed through all ſtations as 
an eccleſiaſtic, without any other recommendation than his me- 
rit. Aſter attaining the purple, he went to viſit his native town, 
and hearing of a magician that was very famous, Who lived in a 
cottage in the midſt of the Appenni nes, he diſguiſed: himſelf in 


the habit of an artificer, and went to conſult him. He carried 


with him the horoſcopes of ſeveral perſons with whom he was 


intimately acquainted, and the aſtrologer having anſwered with 


ſurprizing accuracy in reference to theſe people, be at length put 


his own horoſcope into his hand, and aſked him what be thought 


2 


might befal the perſon to whom it belonged. |, The wizard con- 
ſidered it a little, and then replied, if this be the nativity of a 

man, he will certainly be a cardinal, if of a woman, ſhe will be 
very near a throne, if ſhe does not fit on one. This, was enough 


upon that head, Corneto changed the ſubje&, by aſking him how. 


long he thought the pope would live, and who would ſueceed 
him ? the pope, returned the artiſt, is young, but he will not 
live long for all that, his death will occaſion a ot faction, but 
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purſue almoſt every kind of habitual crimes, and 


how often predictions are fulfilled by their own con- 


ſequences, we ſhall find it no very eaſy matter to re- 
face the opinion of theſe divines, which however, I 


do not undertake to maintain, all I pretend to ſay 


farther on this head, is no more than this, that the 
curioſity and vigilance of the learned, in the two 
laſt ages, tho they have contributed fo much to the 
improvement of geometry, aſtronomy and phyſic, 
have been ſo far from doing the like ſervice to aſtro- 
logy, that on the contrary, they have brought it in- 
to general diſcredit, from whence I am perſuaded, 
that i it will not be very ſuddenly retrieved, tho“ I 
am not ignorant that e it is ſtill but too much- 
n in mY Oy” a 
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at length the cardinals will chooſe one of their brethren, whoſe 
name is Adrian, a man of mean birth, who has riſen: thro? all 
the dignities of the church, purely by his own merit; Who has 
but one benefice at the time of his election, and who will be 
then preciſely in the ſixtieth year of bis age. As there was no 
perſon in the ſacred college of the name of Adrian at that time 
but himſelf, and as this prediction ſuited him in every particular, 
Corneto took it for granted that he was the perſon, and moſt un- 
_ gratefully entered into a conſpiracy againſt pope Leo, who was 
both his patron and his prince, which being diſcovered, he was 
forced to fly into his own country, diſguiſed in the habit of a 
carpenter, where he ſuffered all the want aud miſery he deſerved. 
The prediction, however, in every circumſtance, was fulfilled in 
the famous Cardinal Adrian, who was preceptor to the emperor 
Charles the fifth, and who at this time was not honoured with 
che purle, 
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YET however, theſe fort of notions have been dif. 


countenanced by the prevailing of experimental 


philoſophy, and true ſcience ; where a prince gives 
ear to his own praiſes, there will never be wanting 
ſuch as will adopt aſtrological ſchemes, as well as 


other methods to ſooth his vanity, Nothing is ea- 


ſier than to give ſuch a turn to a piede of this nature; 
men of ſprightly parts know how to dreſs up the 


face of heaven upon ſuch an occaſion, and to diſpoſe 


properly of all the ſigns and planets, ſo as to raiſe 
mighty expectations in the world, as well as the 
higheſt pleaſure in the mind of . prince they 
flatter. 


Suck were the favourable influences of the celeſ- 
tial orbs, at the birth of the late Lewis XIV. king 
of France. The genethliac ſyſtem may be ſeen in one 
of the medals that compoſe the hiſtory of that reign. 


The gentlemen of the royal academy of inſcriptions, 


have calculated the preciſe poſition of the planets, 
at the moment of the birth of that prince; round 
about this curious medal, one ſees the twelve ſigns 
of the Zodiac, forming the twelve houſes, of this 
ſyſtem the ſeven planets appear in the ſame degrees 


they occupied at that time, the ſun which gives per- 
fection to the other planets, is in the mid heaven; 


Mars, the lord of the aſcendant, «in reception with 
Jupiter, the protector of life, and this is what they 
Ms the greater fortune; _— the enemy of na- 
ture 
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ture, is in his dignities, which makes him leſs ma. 
levolent; the Moon is in conjunction with Venus and 
Mercury, in his little houſe of predilection, to ten 
degrees of the ſun out of combuſtion, and enlight- 
ened by his rays, gives a ſuperiority of genius in 
the moſt difficult and moſt important enterprizes, 
which bis being in quartile with Mars, is not capa- 
ble to abate. The nativity of Lewis XIV. was 
figured in the middle of the medal, by a riſing ſun, 
the king is placed in the chariot of that glorious 
planet of which Ovid has given us the deſcription. 
This chariot is drawn by four horſes, guided by Ve- 
tory, the inſcription is in theſe words. Ortus Solis 
Gallici, The rifeng of the Gallic Sun; and the exergue 
contains theſe other Latin words. Septembris quinto, 
minutis 38 ante meridiem, 1638. Toe 5 of Sep- 
i 3 8 Minutes before Noon, 1638. 


I MUST e chat this i is a pretty contrivance, 
and ingeniouſly put together; yet I dare ſay, that 
none of the learned gentlemen concerned in framing 
this medal, ventured to predict any of the clouds 
that obſcured their ſun. No, they were too great 
courtiers for that. But if this famous medal gives re- 
putation to aſtrology, I ſhall venture to lay down a few 
obſervations which will free my doctrine from all in- 
conveniences, | I obſerve then, that as the happieſt 
nativities admit of natural cauſes to co-operate in 
bringing about what they portend, ſo it is not at 
all improbable, that if by ſome lucky accident we 

could 
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could gain a ſight of the horoſcope of Herminges, 
it would ſhew us, that Mercury well poſited at the 
time of his birth, and beheld by Luna with a fa- 
vourable aſpect, cauſed his diſcovery of this mighty 
ſecret, and enabled him to make ſuch a uſe of the 
breath of virgins, that no man ever thought off be- 


fore. If the aſtrologers are content to grant me this, 
I am willing to compromiſe the matter, and 


which, I think is as much as they can expect, to 
allow this doctrine of his and mine, to be derived 
from the ſtars. But, if they are ſo tenacious of 
their own notions, as not to aecept of ſo fair an 
offer, I ſhall recur to my firſt principles, and deny 
abſolutely. the certainty of their art, and demand as 
good reaſons for the credit of aſtrology, as I have 
produced in favour of my own ſyſtem, before I enter 
the lifts with them. Affirmation is nothing in this 
age, wherein men expect proofs for every thing. 
Let them ſhew us then, that they can predict an 


earthquake, whirlwind, or ſo much as an irruption 


of mount ina; nay, let them but mark the rainy, 
and fair days for a whole year in any climate in Eu- 
rope, and I will be content, that their aſſertions 
weigh down my evidence, and that the long- life of 
Hermippus ſhall be aſcribed to a happy conjunction 
of humid ſtars in the ſign Virgo, which was the in- 
terpretation once offered, me by a learned aſtrologer 
of this inſcription, and which, together with my 
own ſentiments, I freely ſybmit ta the Judgment of 
the impartial reader. ; 
= 5 Such 
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Sven as ſeek after truth, diſguiſe nothing, and 


are ſo far from being afraid of ſeeing their opinion 
canvaſſed and even refuted, that on the contrary, 
nothing pleaſes them better, becauſe they are ſtill 
gainers by the diſpute ; - ſince, when truth is once 


diſcovered, they have as much right to it, as he who 


found it. In the preſent caſe, if this treatiſe of 
mine ſhould ſtir up any wiſer man to look for a 


better ſolution of the problem I have ſtated, 


and he ſhould luckily fall on the genuine method of 
Hermippus, he could not rejoice at it more than I, 

nor would he find any one more willing to own, or 
to applaud his ingenuity. Let us read, let us me- 
ditate, let us diſpute, but all for the ſake of truth, 
which is the great property of mankind, conſtitutes 
all our happineſs, and which it is therefore our com- 
mon intereſt to purſue. The point I have now in 
view, is to diſcover the means of prolonging life, 
without feeling the infirmities of age; to the diſco- 
very of which, if the publication of this treatiſe, ſhall 
any way contribute, not my end only, but the end of 
mank ind is anſwered, and a moſt noble point of 
ſcience will be illuſtrated, from what many might at 
firſt eſteem an idle ai pute. 


ISsHALL not treat the hermetic philoſophers alto- 


gether fo briſkly as I have done the aſtrologers ; 


becauſe,” without doubt, there have been amongſt 
them, many very excellent perſons, I cannot take 


upon 
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upon me to ſay, when they began to lay claim to * 


the univerſal medicine, by which they pretend to 


preſerve life for many centuries, at leaſt, of which 


they ſay Artepbius was an inſtance, who lived by the 
uſe of it to the age of 300, or as ſome ſay, above a 1000. 


This is certain that the ſociety. of Rofcrucians openly 
claimed it as one of the privileges of their illuſtrious 
body. Peter Mormius, who for ought 1 know, was 
one of the laſt of them that appeared in public, re- 
duced their high pretenſions, which at firſt were 
very extenſive, to the poſſeſſion of three ſecrets. Of 
theſe the firſt was the perpetual motion; the ſe- 
cond, the art of tranſmuting metals; and the third, 

the univerſal medicine. In-the book publiſhed by 
this Mormius, there are abundance of curious things, 
though he does not ſufficiently explain himſelf eſpe- 
cially upon the laſt ſubje&t *. It is however, well 
enough known, that theſe I/lumina!i aſſerted, that 
they had a power of prolonging their lives' for ma- 
ny ages, nor is it very clear from their writings, 
whether what they are Pome to call the Fhiloſo- 


8 — 1 * M — 


b This Mormius went into Holland in the year 1630, where 
he demanded an audience of the States-General, in order to ten- 
der them certain propoſitions ſrom the fraternity of Roficrucians, 
which they refuſed to hear; this did not, however, hinder Mor- 
mius from publiſhing a treatiſe under the following title, which 
is now become a ſcarce and valuable book. Arcana totius naturæ 
ſecretiſſima, nec hactenus unquam detecta, a collegio Roſiano in 
lucem produntur, opera Petri Mormii, in a4, Lugduni Batavorum a 
16 30. 
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pher's ſtone, be not at once the great ſecret of tranſ- 


mutation, and of the univerſal medicine. 


THE cleareſt account of this matter chat I have 
ever met with, is in the anſwer of a French adept, 
to Doctor Edmund Dickenſon, phyſician to King 
Charles II. and a profeſt admirer of the hermetic 


philoſophy. The doctor's letter is very plain and 


clear. He wrote to this friend of his, in order to 
be thoroughly informed as to thoſe contrarieties, 
which he thought he had diſcerned in the diſcourſes 
of ſome of the hermetic ſages. His friend gives 
him a very plauſible anſwer to all his objections, 
and to enforce the belief of what he lays down, he 
puts the doctor in mind of his having made projec- 
tion, that is, his having tranſmuted baſe metals in- 
to gold, more than once, before the doctor in the 
King's laboratory in Tbiteball; as to the univerſal 
medicine, and its capacity of extending the life of 


man for many ages, he poſitively aſſerts, that it is in 


the hands of the illuminated brethren, and gives ma- 
ny reaſons why they ſhould be ſo extreamly careful 
in concealing it. He goes ſo far as to inſinuate, 


that it was in his own poſſeſſions, I muſt own, I 


am aſtoniſhed at ſuch ſort of aſſertions, and more ſo, 
| 2 | | at 


— 


14 


© The title of Dr. Dickenſon's book, referr'd to by our au- 
thor, is, De quinta efſentia philoſaphorum. It was printed at Ox- 


ford, in 1686, and a ſecond time in 1705, There is a third edi- 
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. at ſome relations well atteſted, that ſeem to favour 
the truth of it. 


Tuxxx happened in the year 1687, an odd ac- 
cident at Venice, that made a very great ſtir then, 
and which I think deſerves to be ſecured from obli- 
vion. The great freedom and eaſe with which all 
perſons, who make a good appearance, live in that 
city, is known ſufficiently to all who are acquainted 
with it; ſuch will not cherefore be ſurprized, that 
a ſtranger, who went by the name of Signor Guali., 
and who made a conſiderable figure there, Was ad- 
mitted into the beſt company, though no body 
knew who, or what he was. He remained at Ve- 
nice ſome months, and three things were remarked 
in his conduct. The firſt was, that he had a ſmall 
collection of fine pictures, which he re:4ily ſhewed 
to any body that deſired it; the next, that he ws 
perfectly verſed in all arts and ſciences, and ſpoke | 
on every ſubject with ſuch readineſs and fagacity, as 
aſtoniſhed all who heard him; and it was in the 
third: place obſerved, that he never wrote or receiv- 
ed any letter; never deſired any credit, or made uſe 
of bills of exchange, but paid for every thing in rea- 
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tion of it printed in Germany, in 1721. The author was one of 
thoſe very great men, whoſe merits are better known abroad 
than at home; he is mentioned by the learned Olaus Borrichius, 
and many other foreign writers, with much reſpe&, and juſt teſ· 
timonies of eſteem for his extenſive knowlege. 
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dy money; and lived decently, though not in ſplen- 
dor. This gentleman met one day at the coffee- 
houſe with a Venetian nobleman, who was an extra- 
ordinary good judge of pictures: he had heard of 
Signor Guald?s collection, and in a very polite man- 
ner defired to ſee them, to which the other very rea- 
dily conſented; After the Venetian had viewed Sig- 
nr GualdPs collection; and expreſſed his ſatisſaction, 
by telling him, that he had never feen à finer; con- 
fidering the number of pieces of which it conſiſted; 
he caſt His eye by chance over the chamber door, 
where hung a picture of this ſtranger. The Yene- 
tian look*d upon it, and then upon him. This pic- 
ture was drawn for you, Sir, ſays he to Signor Guat. 
di, to which the other made no anſwer, but by a 
low bow. You look, continued the Venetiam like a 
man of fifty; and yet F know this picture to be of 
the hand of Tian, who has been dead one hundred 
and thirty years, how is this poſſible? It is not eaſy; 
faid Signer Gualdi, gravely; to know all things that 
are poſſtble; but there is certainly no crime in my 
being like a picture drawn by Dian. The Vene. 
{an eaſily perceived by his manner of ſpeaking, that 
he had given the ſtranger offence, and therefore took 
his leave. He could not forbear ſpeaking of this in 
the evening to fome of his friends, who refolved to 
fatisfy themfelves by looking upon the picture the 
next day: In order to have an opportunity of do. 
ing ſo; they went to the coffee-houſe about the time 
that Signor Gualdi was wont to come thither, and 
3 | not 
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not meeting with him, one of them who had often 
converſed with him, went to his lodgings to enquire 
after him, where he heard, that he ſet out an hour 
before for Vienna. This affair made a great noiſe, 
and found a place in all the news-papers of that 
timed. 

Tals ſtory agrees very well with what is ſaid % 
doctor Dickenſon's correſpondent, who obſerves, that 
the adepts are obliged to conceal themſelves for the 
fake of ſafety, and that having a power not only of 
prolonging their lives, but alſo of renovating their 
bodies, they take care to uſe it with the utmoſt diſ- 


cretion, and inſtead of making a diſplay of this won- 


derful prerogative, they manage it with the higheſt 
ſecrecy, which he lays down as the true cauſe of the 
world's being in ſo much doubt about the matter. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that though an adept is pol- 
ſeſſed of greater wealth than is contained in the 
mines of Peru, yet he always lives in ſo moderate a 
manner, as to avoid all ſuſpicion, and ſo as never to 
be diſcovered, unleſs by ſome unforeſeen accident, 
like that which happened to a famous Eugliſb artiſt, 
who diſguiſed himſelf under the name of ZEugenius 
Philalethes, and whoſe true name is faid to be Tho- 
mas Vaughan, the cleareſt and moſt candid writer of 
all the hermetic philoſophers*. He tells us of him- 

, ſelf, 


TR ——— 


a Memuires hiftoirigues, 1687, tom. i. p. 368. Ny 
© The moſt famous of his pieces is intitled, Intreitay apertus ad 


occluſum regis — This was written originally in Engliſs, 
ö has 
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ſelt, that going to a Go/d/mith, in order to ſell twelve 
hundred marks of fine filver, the man told him at ; 


firſt fight, that it never came out of the mines, but 


was the product of art, as not being of the ſtandard 
of any nation whatever; which ſurprized Philalethes 


ſo much, that he withdrew immediately, and left the 
Goldſmith 1 in poſſefion of his treaſure. This famous 


man, who certainly was an adept, if ever there was 


one, led a wandering kind of life, and fell often in- 


to gfeat dangers, merely from his poſſeſſing this 
great ſecret. He was born, as we learn from his 


writings, about the year 1612, and what is the 
ſtrangeſt part of his hiſtory, he is believed by thoſe 


of his fraternity, to be yet living, and a perſon of great. 


credit at Nurenberg, affirms, that he converſed with. 
him but a few years ago. Nay, it is further afſert- 
ed by all the lovers of hermetic philoſophy, that this 
very Philalethes, is the preſident of the illuminated 
in Europe, and that he conſtantly ſits as fuch in all 
their annual meetings. Ir is on the one hand true, 


that there i is ſomething wild and incredible in theſe x 


relations, and yet it is as certain on the other, that 


ſeveral who attelt them, are perſons of irreproacha · 


ble character, and even with reſpect to this Phila. 
lethes, he was, according to the report of the great 
Boyle, and others who knew him, a man of remark- 
an piety, and of unflained morals. In the Engl; = 


** 4 8 1 
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has been tranſlated into almoſt all the Fu languages, and i is 
unqueſtionably the belt and cleareſt book upon the ſubject that is 
extant in any tongue. 
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plantations, he became acquainted with one Srarkey, 
a-. chemiſt, before whom he made projection, but 
finding that Starkey. was a vicious and extravagant 
man, he broke off his acquaintance with him, with- 
aut communicating any part of his ſecretsf. 


II ot 


Bor it may be ſaid by ſuch as look. upon this 
whole affair, as an idle and ridiculous thing, and 
who conſider all theſe relations, however atteſted, or 


ſupported, as mere dreams, or viſions, | fay, it 


may be alleged by theſe angry critics, that it is a di- 
rect proof of the falſhood of their prerenſions to long 
life; that we have diſtinct accounts of the time when 
their moſt celebrated patriarchs, ſuch as Roger Ba- 
con, Raymond Lully, and Bafil Valentine died, and 
where buried. If therefore, theſe men could not 
preſerve their own lives, or even Protract them be- 
yond the ordinary extent, what probability i is there, 
will theſe people ſay, that any of the fraternity 
ſhould prolong their lives in the manner they relate? 
in anſwer to this, the adepts always inſinuate, that 
if theſe great men died, it was by their e own choice, 
and that many of their N ſtill! decline that 


PS, i 
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This George Starkey, was originally an apothecary, had a 
head turned to chemiſtry, but managed his affairs. ſo ill, that 
he was obliged. to tranſport himſelf to the plantations, where. he 
became acquainted with Phxalethes, of which acquaintance he 
boaſts much in his writings, In 1658, he publiſhed a book of 
chemiſtry at London, which was tranflated into French in 1706, 
and into High Dutch in 1712. e 


* 
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ſength of liſe their art would enable them to enjoy. 
This I muſt confeſs, is an unſatisfactory anſwer, eſ- 
pecially to ſuch as make the objection, but then, 
ſay the adepts, it is the only anſwer that becomes 

us to give; we do not aim at the conviction of theſe 

ſort of people, we are not defirous of making a noiſe 
in the world, we do not even regard the poſſeſſion 
of riches," and long: life as bleſſings in themſelves; 
further than that, they enable us to do good, and 
the ſole reaſon of our ever mentioning ſuch ſecrets, 
being in our poſſeſſion, is in order to lead to our ſo- 
ciety ſuch worthy perſons as deſerve to be aſſociated. 
Now, however weak, however ſophiſtical, this rea- 
ſoning may appear to the generality of mankind, yet 
upon the principles of the hermetic philoſophy, it 
muſt be allowed to be extreamly plauſible, and in 
all ſuch caſes, we muſt admit men to argue from 
their own principles, and not from Se we e lay 
A | 


Tn truth of the affair is, that the matters of 
fact we meet with, ſprinkled, but very ſparingly, 
in the works of theſe hermetic writers, are ſo aſto- 
niſhing, and at the ſame time are told with ſuch an 
air of confidence, that if we entertain the leaſt doubt 
of their veracity, we cannot help arraigning them 
of the higheſt degree of impudence. They ſpeak 
of all mankind, as infinitely. below them, for in 
compariſon of the adepts, monarchs themſelves are 
1 the moſt learned, are meer ſots and block. 
L 3 heads; 


— 
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heads; and thoſe who are venerable from their age 
and grey hairs, are hut children. It is impoſſible 
not to read ſuch books under ſtrong prejudices, and 
theſe are ſo much the greater from hence, that ſuch 
aſtoniſning facts are not met with in the writings of 
the lower claſs of theſe philoſophers, but in thoſe 
that have the higheſt credit, and that to ſpeak fair- 
ly, in many other reſpects, appear to have been men 
of ſenſe and candour, in the diſcourſes they have 
written on the nature of metals and other things. 


A SINGLE inſtance will ſet this in as clear a light 
as an hundred. We have mentioned more than 
once, and ſhall be obliged to mention again the ſage 
Artephius, whoſe writings are very famous among 
the hermetic philoſophers ; inſomuch, that the no- 
ble Olaus Borricbius, an excellent writer, and a moſt 
candid critic, recommends theſe . writings. to the 
ſedulous peruſal of thoſe that would acquire the 
knowlege of this fublime philoſophy, and aſſures 
them, that if they read them frequently, it will not 
be without fruit. Yet in one of theſe treatiſes, this 
writer himſelf tells us, without either ceremony or 
circumlocution, that he was one thouſand and twen- 
ty-five years old when he wrote its. A man muſt 
ſure 


* 


— 


One may eaſily perceive, that our author ſpeaks of Artepbius 
from Mangetus, or ſome other compiler, but for the reader's ſa- 
tisfactior, I will here tranſcribe the whole paſſage from the trea- 

i tiſe 
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ſure have an Oftrich's ſtomach that digeſts chis, and 
yet without digeſting it, one can have no opinion 
of any thing this writer ſays, who in other reſpects, 
is very far from being deſpicable in point of ſcience, 
and upon whoſe authority the learned friar' Bacon, 


who, if I miſtake not, is the firſt European writer 


that quotes him, ſeems to rely, and therefore could 
not be ſcandalized even at this ſtupendious ſtory of 
his age, whatever we, who are unacquainted with 
hermetic ſecrets may think of it, | 


\ 


Ir is very poſſible, that the inquiſitive reader 


would be glad to know ſomething of the hiſtory of 


tiſe of that hermetic philoſopher, which will ſet this point in a 
clear light. Know affuredly ſays he, I am not at all envious 
« as others are, he that takes the words of the other philoſophers 
according to the ordinary ſignification and ſound of them, he 


& doth already, having loſt Ariagne's thread, wander in the 


* midft of the labyrinth, and hath as good as appointed his mo- 
« ney to perdition. But I Artephias, after I had learned all the 
t art and perfect ſcience in the books of the true ſpeaking Her- 
« 25, was ſometimes envious as all the reſt ; but when I had 
_ « hy the ſpace of a thouſand years, or thereabouts (which are 

no paſſed over me ſince my nativity, by the only grace of 


** 
Lal 


« when I ſay, for ſo long time, I had ſeen no man, that could 


„ work the maſtery of Hermes, by reaſon of the obſcurity of the 


« philoſopher's words, moved with pity, and with the goodneſs 


« 2 an honeſt man, I have determined in theſe laſt times 


of my life, to write all things truly and ſincerely, that thou 
40 „ may'ſt want, or deſire nothing to the PREY of the 8 10 
4 ſopher's ſtone. “ 
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ſo extraordinary a perſonage; where he led, and how 


he beſtowed ſo long a life. But in this, it is by ng 
means eaſy, to give him any tollerable ſatisfaction. 


His writings, ſo far ag we are able to judge about 


them, ſeem to have been compoſed about the begin- 
ning of the twelfth century; but WhO he was, or 
how he acquired his knowlege, farther than that he 


had one Holenus for his maſter, has not been hither- 


: to ſo much as gueſſed at. The language in which 
he wrote was Latin, and that none of the coarſeſt, 


ſo that his treatiſes are far from being inelegant, with 


reſpect to the manner in which they are compoſed, 
| as on the other hand, they have a wonderful plain- 
neſs and perſpicuity i in their matter; but as to the 
method by which he prolonged his life, which after 
| all, to one who is not in ſcarch of the ſuperior my. 
| teries of the hermetic philoſophy, is the point that 
| he would. wiſh moſt to ſee explained; z it is not co- 
vered with impenetrable obſcurity, and therefore We 
will diſmis this point with giving the beſt account 


of it we can, and the rather, becauſe it will be 
found to have a very cloſe relation to the ſubject of 
this very treatiſe, and cannot conſequently be con- 


9 ſider ed as 2 uſcleſs, or an impertinent digreſſſonb. 
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b It is plain from this paragraph, that our author had con- 


fulted only that treatiſe of Ariepbiu, which is printed in the 
- fourth volume of the theatrum chemicum, and in the firſt volume 
. of f Mangetus 8 great collection; for i it is in that treatiſe, that he 


mentions 


H is ait to have invented a magnet, p 
adapted to the attract ion of the aura, or ſpirit of hu- 
man life; ſo that by the application of this he depriv- 
ed young men of their lives; and provided a volatile 
vivifying tincture, by which he ſurvived to a vaſt 
age; when growing tired of life, he included this 
tincture in a veſſel and withdrew into a tomb, 
where he only received fo much of it by his 
noſtrils, as kept him alive, and in this ſtate he was 
when out of pure kindneſs to the young ſtudents in 
the hermetic ſcience, he wrote thoſe treariſes, which 


are yet ſo famous, and of which John Pontanus ſays, 
that they are the only pieces relative to this mylte- . 


rious art, by which its ſecrets may be known, with- 
out the help of a maſter. This tincture ſeems to 
come ſo near to the method of our Hermippus, that 
one might be tempted to think it the ſame, or that 
Hermippus might poſſibly be a hermetic philoſopher, 
and A wy lecret en that of Artephius. ? 


Buer as 1 hold it a rule not to be diſpenſed with 
in works of this nature, for a writer to offer nothing 
to the world i in the way of argument, which has not 
the ſame weight with himſelf, that he wiſnes it might 


21 2 ew * 


mentions his waſter Bolenys 3 but the book from whence I hare 


gien the paſſage in queſtion, which in fome meaſare juſtifies this 
hermetic ſage, is entitled Liber fecretus, and is not in either of 
ſboſe collections. 

have 
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have with his reader; ſo I muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, 
that I do not lay any great ſtreſs upon this account 
of Artephius, that is to ſay, I conceive the magnet 
by which he extracted this tincture from the viral 


ſpirits of young men to be enigmatical, and I am 


the rather induced to believe this, becauſe - I find 
mapy things of a like nature in his works, and 
have likewiſe obſerved, that other hermetrical wri- 
ters interpret them in this manner as well as I; and 
if fo, I ſhould not deal candidly, to produce his au - 
thority in a literal ſenſe, in favour of this notion. 
Yer notwithſtanding this, and though I freely own 
that I am not able to explain his enigma, there is 
ſtill this uſe to be made of it, that undoubtedly he 
would not have made uſe of ſuch an allegorical de- 
ſcription of his tincture, if it had not been very ex- 
preſſive, and therefore, though the art he uſed, 

might afford him ſomewhat infinitely ſuperior to 
the aſſiſtance that may be derived from the breath of 
young men; yet much might be performed, though 
in a lower degree, by a medicine of that nature ſug- 
geſted by the litteral ſenſe of his words; neither am 
I inclined to aſſert that Hermippus was an hermetic 
philoſopher, and that for two reaſons, firſt, becauſe 
he ſeems to have made no ſecret of his method, as 


all that fraternity do; and next, becauſe notwith- 


ſtanding he prolonged his life between thirty and 
forty years beyond the common period, which is a 
thing extraordinary in itſelf, conſidered in a natural 
light, yet it is in effect, little or nothing, when com- 


| pared 
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pared with the pretences of the adepts in the herme- 
fic ſcience f. 7 1 
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It ſeems to me that after all our author has ſaid about A 
tepbius, an inquiſitive reader will till be glad to know more. The 
character he has given of this famous ſage, is ſuch a one as 
might be expected from a perſon, who though he does not care to 
cenſure ſuch a body of men, ſor they are much more numerous than 
the world i imagines ; yet is far enough from confiding in them, 
and therefore we will produce the ſentiment of one who profeſſes 
himſelf an adept, which I flatter myſelf, will at leaſt gratify the 
reader's curioſity, though very poſſibly it may not gain his belief. 
It is contained in a kind of epiſtolary preface, that ſtands 
before that trentile of his, which is Printed in the Theatrum 
Chemicum, 


« I Fohn 8 have travelled through many countries, 
& that I might know ſome certainty of the philoſopher's ſtone, 
and going through as it were all the world; I found many falſe 
 deceiyers, but no true philoſophers ; yet continually ſtudying, 
and making many doubts, at length I found the truth: But 
* when I knew the matter in general, I yet erred two hundred 
* times before I could attain to the true matter with the opera- 
tion and practice thereof. Firſt, I begun to work with the 
* matter by putrefaction nine months together, and I found no- 
thing: Then I put it into Balneum Marie for a certain time, 
« and herein I likewiſe erred : Afterwards I put it in the fire of 
<« calcination for three months ſpace, and I wrought amiſs. 1 
« tryed all kinds of diſtillations, and ſublimations (as the philo- 
4 ſophers Geber, Archelaus, and all the reſt, either ſay, or 
« ſeem to ſay) and I found nothing. In ſum, Tafſayed to per- 
i ſect the ſubject of the whole art of alchemy, by all means 
« poſſible to be deviſed ; as by dung, baths, aſhes, and other 
« fires of divers kinds, which are yet all found in the philoſo- 


6 phers books, but I found no good i in them. Wherefore I 2 
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1 $8nALL have occaſion; more than once, 'hereaf. 
ter to mention ſome curious medicines, taken notice 
of in the works of ſome of theſe ſages, which will 
not diſcredit what I have advanced in regard to the 
tincture of Ariephius. ' But after all, there cannot be 
any thing more difficult, then to comprehend what 
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« « pecially in Hermes alone, whoſe brief words do comprehend 
« the whole ſtone, though he ſpeak. obſcurely of the, ſuperior 
« 2nd infetior, or that which is above, and that Which is be- 


„ low, of heaven and earth. Therefore our inſttument which 


<< bringeth the matter into being, in the beginning, ſecond, and 
« third work, is not the fire of a bath, nor of, dung, nor of 
«« aſhes, nor of the other fires, which the philoſophers have put 
« jn their books: What fire is it then, which perfeéts the 
„ whole work, from the beginning to the ending? - Surely the 
„ philoſophers have concealed it. They that ſhould read Geber, 
1% and all the other philoſophers, though they ſhould live an 
« hundred thouſand years, could not comprehend it, becauſe 
« that fire is found by deep and profound meditation only, and 
then it may be gathered out of books, and not before. 
&* And therefore the error of this art, is not to find. the fire 
„ which turns the whole matter into the true ſtone of the philo- 
« ſopher's. And therefore ſtudy upon it, for if J had found that 
« firſt,” I had never erred two hundred times in my practice upon 
+ the matter: Wherefore I do not marvel, if ſo many and 
great men have not attained unto the work. Tbey do err, 
6c they have erred, they will err, becauſe the philoſophers have 
« not put the proper agent, ſave only one, which is named Ar- 
% tephius, but be ſpeaks for himſelf, or by himſelf; and unleſs 


I had read Artepbius, and felt 18 aN a ang n! come to 


+ the complement of the work. 
8 
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theſe people would be at, and to me it ſeems full as eaſy 
to penetrate all their miſteries, and become one's ſelf 
an adept; as to know with certainty what they would be 
willing the world ſhould think about them. Inall their 
treatiſes they fail not to magnify the excellence of 
their own ſeience, and the ſuperiority of their own: 
lights. An adept if we will take their words for it, 
is in abſolute poſſeſſion of health, wealth, and wiſ- 
dom. He is free from almoſt all the inconveni- 
ences,” Which the folly of our firſt parent brought 
upon his unhappy - poſterity ; and is able to Pas | 
through the wilderneſs of this world, not anly with- 
out hurt, but without being expoſed to any of thoſe 
evils that afflict other men. Tet turn the tables, 
and their own works ſhall ſhew, theſe very ſages in 
quite another light. If poſſeſſed of an univerſal 
medicine, they are obliged to coneeal it, becauſe 
otherwiſe they would be made known, and diſcover- 
ed by its effects; if it is really in their power to 
tranſmute metals, and conſequently to poſſeſs whole 
mountains of gold, they are nevertheleſs conſtraĩned 
to embrace a kind of voluntary poverty, to prevent 
themſelves, and their art, from being enflaved by 
the avarice of other men. If to live as long as Ar- 
trphins was in their power; yet they will tell you 
that the eroſſes which they experience, are generally 
ſpeaking, ſuch as diſcourage them from taking the 
benefit of their wonderful ſecret, ſo that i it ſeems 
more eligible. to them to ſubmit to the common ſen- 


tence of TINT and that too at the common time; 
than 
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than to eſcape it though this be in their power. 
On a ſlight view of theſe apparent contradictions, 
moſt people are apt to conelude all the panegyricks 
on themſelves, and their art ſtark fiction, and have 
conſidered their relations as mere philoſophic dreams, 
with which after amuſing themſelves through their 
whole lives, yt are defies alſo bf OT the 
weld: AG ; 
1 dia they offer in anſwer to this, has been al: 
ready ſhewn, and I think affords ſuch an objection 
to this way of ſolving their high pretenſions, by ſup- 
poſing them enthuſiaſtic fictions, as is not eaſily to 
be got over. For ſuppoſing all they ſay to be true, 
it cannot be denied, that they muſt ſtand expoſed to 
all thoſe difficulties and dangers, of which we find ſo 
many pathetic complaints, and the conſideration of 
this will appear to any candid enquirer, a ſufficient 
reaſon. to doubt, whether, after all, we can pro- 
nounce with any tollerable certainty; that their pre- 
tenſions are ſo chimerical as is generally imagined. 
We may perhaps ſhoot as wide of truth in believing 
nothing, as in believing all, and in this, as in moſt 
other things, there may be perhaps a middle way 
found, much leſs liable to exception than either of 
the extremes. Yer here again the queſtion recurs, 
which is this middle way? If we do not take for 
granted all that they ſay of themſelves, or if we do 
not reject indiſcriminately, all that they advance; 
by what rule are we to diſtinguiſh, what we are to 
receive 
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receive, and what we are to reject. What philoſo- 
phic ſieve ſhall we make uſe of, to ſeparate the 
wheat from the bran, and from ſuch a monſtrous 
heap of. contradictions, to pick out ſomething that 
may be worth the knowing, or believing. 


As I do not profeſs myſelf either an adept, or fo 
much as a ſtudent in this ſort of philoſophy, I ſhall 
take the liberty, as the matter of fact nearly con- 
cerns the ſubject of which I am treating, to ſhape 
out another anſwer to this objection, and it is this, 
that perhaps we are not always ſo ſecure as to the 
_ deaths of theſe virtuoſi, as we imagine. The con- 
- tinuance of their lives is a thing, that though they 
boalt of in one ſenſe, yet in another they ſtudiouſly 
affect to conceal. Of this, I ſhall give an extraordi- 
nary inſtance, which will be ſo much the more en- 
tertaining to the reader, as for any thing I know; 


it has not yet been taken notice of by any writer upon 


this ſubject, not even by the profeſſed hiſtorian of 
this fraternity, notwithſtanding he has made larger 
collections concerning them, and their philoſophy, 
than any man that ever ſet pen to paper. This in- 
ſtance wall be allo found the mor e extraordinary, 
ſince I take it from one who never pretended to be 


an adept, and who therefore, ought to be conſider- 


ed as an unprejudiced witneſs. But before I enter 


upon this ſtory, I muſt deſire my readers to obſerve, 


do 


4 5 


that I lay down barely facts as I find them, and 


not 


1 


156 Happ Repivivus; %, 
not pretend to intereſt | 3 the leaſt as 16 the 
wo rg abe n 2 2 


| Anon 027 the hatmderkc Philoſophers; who are 
allowed to have attained the higheſt ſecrets of 
ſcience; Mibolas Flamel of Paris, has been always 
reckoned one of the moſt conſiderable; and his right 
to this reputation, the leaſt to be conteſted. The 
hiſtory of this Hamel, who flour iſhed iti the XIV. 
century is very curious: He was a perſon of a good 
| family though much reduced in point of fortune; 
1 had quick parts; a lively wit, and with the advan- 
ö tage of no + mote than an ordinary education; was 
ſent to Paris to get a living as he could. Flamel 
' wrote an extraordinary gobd hand, had fome notion 
of poetry, and painted very prettily; yet all theſe 
accompliſhments raiſed him no higher than a hack: 
ney elerk, in which condition he worked very hard, 
_— much ado to pick up à ſabfiſtance; In 
| „chance threw in his way a book of hermetic 
loch, written by one Abraham a yew, or ra- 
ther engraven on leaves made of the bark of trees; 
and iMeftrated with very curious pictures, in which 
the whole ſecret was laid down in the cleareſt man- 
ner poſſible; to fuch as were acqquainted with her- 
ese philoſophy. This treaſure coſt Hamel no 
more than two florins, for the perſon who ſold him 
the book, knew nothing of what it contained; and 
Flamel himſelf though he made it his whole ſtudy 
ſor twenty years, and though he took the precaution 
of 
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bf copying the pictures, and hanging them up in 
his houſe, and aſking the learned their opinion 
about _ was able to make very little of them k. 5 
Tomi at it length with As vain and fo 1 A 
ſtudy, he in 1378; took a reſolution to travel into 
Hain in hopes of meeting there with ſome learn- 
ed Jem, who might give him the key to the 
grand ſecrets that this journey might not appear to 
be undertaken on. quite fo chimerical a motive, he 


made à vow; to go in pilgrimage to St. James of 


Compoſtella, a practice frequent in thoſe times. Aſter 


much ſearch to little purpoſe, he met at laſt with a 
Jew phyſician at Leon, who had been lately con- 
verted to the chriſtian religion, and who was well 
verſed in this kind of ſciences this man, at the per- 
ſuaſion of Hamel; conſented to go with him to Pa- 
ris; but when they were got as far as Orleans, the 
phyſician who was far in years, and little accuſtom- 
ed to the rere of * fell fick of a e which 
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k The beſt part of this account of Nicholas Flojel is alen 
from his article in a very curious book, which, as it deſerves to 
be more known than it is, encourages me to fet down the title 
tnereof at large, which runs thus. Tréſor des recherches & an- 
tiquitez Gauloiſes, reJuites en ordre alphabetique, & enrichies de 
beaucoup d'origines, Epitaphes, & autres choſes rares & curieuſes, 
comme auſfi, de beaucoup de mots de la langue Thyoiſe, « ou 
Tee Paris 165 5, in 4to. . 
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carried him off in a few days l. Hlamel having ren. 
dered the laſt kind offices to his dying friend, re- 
turned very diſconſolate to Paris, where he ſtudied 
three years more, according to the inſtructions he 
had received from the phyſician, with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that on the 17th of January, 1382, he made pro- 
Jection on a large quantity of mercury, which he 
changed into fine ſilver, and on the 25th of April 
following, he tranſmuted a vaſt quantity of mercury 
into gold. He afterwards repeated frequently the 
experiment, and acquired thereby immenſe wealth, 
He and his wife Perenella, in the midſt of all theſe 
riches, lived ſtill in their old ſober way, and eat and 
drank as uſual, out of earthen veſſels. They main- 
tained however a vaſt number of poor, founded 
fourteen hoſpitals, built three chapels, and repaired 
and endowed ſeven churches. In ſhort, the acts of 
charity they did, were: ſo aſtoniſhing, that Charles 
the VI. who was then upon the throne, reſolved to 
enquire how they came by their wealth, and ſent 
for that pur poſc M. de Cramoiſi, maſter of requeſts, 
and a magiſtrate of the higheſt reputation. for pro- 
bity, and honour, to examine into their circum: 


— 


t As the hiſtory of Hanel was collected long after his death, 
it is very poſſible that there might be ſome miſtakes committed 
in relation to the circumſtances attending his adventures; but 
there is one thing which I think proves the reality of the ſtory 
beyond diſpute, which is, that this very book of Abraham the 

* Fav, was actually in the hands of cardinal Ric he lien, as Bore! was 


told by the Count de Cabrines, who ſaw and examined it. 
| ſtances 
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ſtances; to whom Flamel gave fo ſatisfactory an an- 
ſwer, that no further enquiry. was made about them: 
but the honeſt old people were left in poſſeſſion of 
the only privilege they deſired, which: was no great. 
er, than that of doing all the good that lay in their 
; e iv, 


Tas Anne of this ſtory, the immenſe 
wealth of Hamel, and his wife, their many founda- 
tions; their vaſt endowments, and the prodigious 
eſtate they left behind them, are all fats; ſo well 
atteſted, that no diſpute can be raiſed about them; 
or if there werez the laſt will of Nirbolas Flamel, 
whichz with forty authentic acts, of as many chari- 
table foundations, that are laid up in the archives 
of the pariſ church of St. James, in the butchery 
at Parin are Proots capable of convincing the 

greateſt infidel. This Hamel wrote ſeveral treatiſes 
on the art of chemiſtry; but they are extremely 
obſcure, becauſe they are all delivered in an allegori- 
cal way, and conſequently one may hit upon various 
interpretations,” without coming at the true one; 
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m This too, is a fact out of diſpute, and as a proof that Flame! 
drew his riches from an acquaintance with the hermetic philoſo- 
phy, the hierogliphic pictures upon his tomb, are uſually, and I 
think very juſtly cited, as well as the treatiſes he wrote upon this 

tabject, particularly the following work of his, La grand ecclair- 
eiſſment de la pierre philoſophale, pour la tranſmutation de tous 
A 9885 Ni e Flamel, in 8vo Paris, 1628. ; 


Ma | which 
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which it is ſaid he gave to a nephew of his, and 
that the ſccret remained long in the family, nay, it 
is owing to indiſcretion, if it does not fo ſtill". | 
muſt not however, conceal an attempt that has been 
made to overturn the whole of this hiſtory, not by 
denying the facts, for that would have been ridicu 
lous, ſince there are hundreds of poor that yet ſub- 
ſiſt on FlamePs and his wife's foundations, and are 
conſequently ſo many living witneſſes of the veracity 
of ne part of Tie relation. | 


* 


Bor the thing attempted is, to give another a0. 

count of FlamePs acquiring his wealth, and in order 

to this they tell you, that he was a notary public, at 

the time the Jews were expelled France, that they 

depoſited with him in truſt, a great part of their 

wealth, and that he kept! it for bis own n uſe. Such 
| "0 


2 Flamelleft bis ſecret to the family of Du Perrier, the laſt 
of which was a phyſician of that name, amongſt whoſe papers it 
was found ; I mean only part of the powder, by one Du Bols; 
who having acled very imprudently in making projection before 
ſeveral perſons, and pretending to much greater knowledge than 
he really had, brought upon himſelf an unfortunate end, being 
hanged by order of carcinal Richelieu. 


o This ſtory; as far as I am able to learn, was firſt uſhered in- 
to the world by Gabriel Naudz, a warm and angry writer, and 
one far from being exact; from him it is copied by George Hor- 
nius, in his preface to the works of Geber, and by many other 
writers. But as to the natoriety of the ſat, with reſpect to the 
baniſhment 


The SAGE's TRIUMPH. 187 


as treat what has been ſaid of the philoſophers ſtone, 
and of hermetic philoſophy, as. a fable have run a- 
way with this explication, as if it had been a clear 
and ſatisfactory account of the matter, without con- 
ſidering that it is in truth attended with greater di- 
fficulties, than the tale of the tranſmutation. For 
what probability is there, that perſons of ſo much 
worth and piety as Hamel and his wife are allowed 
to have been, ſhould be guilty of ſuch a flagrant act 
of injuſtice, as to betray the truſt repoſed in them. 
and this purely to do acts of charity? If, indeed, 
they had lived in luxurious plenty, and had rioted 
in all the pleaſures which their immenſe wealth 
might have enabled them to have indulged, the 
ſtory would have deſerved ſome credit; but to ima- 

gine that two ſober people, leading a life of the 
utmoſt frugality, and expending all their revenues 
for pious and charitable purpoſes, ſhould contrive 
to get the money ſo ſpent, by baſe and fraudulent 
means, is utterly incredible. Beſides, if this had 
been the caſe,” it is impoſſible to account for two 
circumſtances ; the firſt is, that the king of France 
| ſhould be fatisfied with the account that Hamel 
thought fit to give to Cramoiſi; the other, that 
this ſtory ſhould never break out during the life gf 


— TP : 37 dl £4 5 3 Bows 
2 * 


baniſhment of the Jeaus, 28 all the French hiſtorians agree, in it, 
and in the dates * to it, one may W conclude, that it is 
fully men 8 


Flamel 


182 Hrriiiprüs Revivivbts, 6 or 


Flamel, or within an age after his death. But ag 
I know there are people, who to avoid being ſuſpect⸗ 
ed of credulity, will ſwallow any thing oppoſite to 
what, they think it would be a ſhame to believe; I 
ſhalt deftroy this ſcandalous hiſtory of Flames riches, 

by an argument, that even theſe people dare not 
diſecredit. In ſhort, the Jes have been twice ex- 

| pelled France, firſt in 1180, long before Hamel was 
borh, and again in 1406, ſeveral years after all his 
endowments were made, and but ſeven years before 
the death of him and his wife 3 87215 7. 


Bur methinks I hear ſome caprious reader cry 
out, what did Flame! and Perrenella die? to What 
end then all this tedious ſtory? what is there in 
Hamel's life, that correſponds with that of Hermip. 
pus ? or what has alchemy to- do with the breath 
of virgins, or the prolongation of human life Peace 
a little; ; I promiſed you ſame account of Flamel, that 
has not been hitherto regarded, that has eſcaped the 
notice of all who have written the hiſtory of herme- 
E tic philoſophers, from the noble Olaus Borrichius, 
| down. to abbe dy Freſucy, and this I am going to 
; Sie 57 Yo, permit 8 to obſerve, firſt, that 
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p If the reader 3 a mind to be better acquaipted with the 
adventures of this adept, he may conſult the hiſtory of hermetic 
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my account is taken from the travels of the 2 
Paul Lucas, who by order of Lewis XIV, paſſed 
th rough Greece, Aha Minor, Macedonia, and Africa, 
in ſearch, of antiquities, who dedicated this book of 
his, to that prince, and who mult be therefore, Pre- 
ſumed to relate what was true, or what he. took to 
be true; for no body who knew the character of 
Lewis XIV. can imagine he would ſuffer a fellow to 
uſher his falſhoods into the world, under the ſancti- 
on of his name; much leſs, that after being guilty 
of ſuch a piece of inſolence, he ſhould encourage, 
protect, and employ ſuch a man, as in fact he did, 
to the very end of his reign; and this in conſequence 8 
of the reputation he acquired from the publication 
of the voyages, che aithority of which I am goizg 
to uſe 4. 


114 


II may not be amiſs, to put my reader in 88. 
that I have ſtrictly kept my word. The ſieur Lu- 
cas was no hermetic philoſopher, no chemiſt, no 

deep ſtudent in the ſciences ; and if we gueſs from 
his writings, no man of art, or addreſs; but a 
bold, rough, free ſpoken traveller, who had een 
much, and was willing to tell the world all he had 

ſeen, If from hence, any ſhould be led into 
an opinion that he was a credulous man, and might 
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4 . the ts to the hack from which this tory. 1s kw, 
which is entitled ; Voyage de ſieur Pau Lucas, fait, par ordre du roi 
dans la Grece, &c. Amſterdam, 1714, in 12mo. two volumes. 
8 M 4 be 
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| be eaſily impoſed on, J have nothing to ſay to that; 
I do not intend to turn advocate for the ſolidity of 
a trayeller's underftanding, any more than for the 
trach of hermetic Philoſophy. I only lay down. 
Things as they are, or at lcaft as they appcar to be, 
and leave all the reſt to the reader's deciſion, All 
I inſiſt upon, as to the ſicur Lucass relation, i is this, 
that be could not be deceived as to the matter of 
fact; be could not dream the ſtory he has told us; 
he Ould not ſce it in a viſion, and as to the reſt, 1 
do not concern myſelf about it. Ht might poſſibly 
be cheated by the Mobammedan monks, for I can 
readily conceive, that monks of all religions, are the 
fame; and yet, if as great” abſurdities, and much 
greater diffculties attend the ſtory in "that light, 
than in, any other; I preſume it may. juſtify. a hint, 
that it is not impoſſible, it might be otherwiſe, than 
ſuch ſevere critics, may incline to believe. But it is 
now time to come to the ſtory, and therefore I ſhall | 
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put; an end to my F 3 


4 12 


HE ipſorms us, that being at Pre in Mala, 
and going to take the air towards a little village 
called Bournous Bachy,- at a ſmall diſtance from 
thence; in company with a perſon of diſtinction; he 
met with the following adventure, which 1 ſhall re- 
late to 150 . in his o.] n words... We went 
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eli of this work, we have diſcovered A very ſingular illuſ- 
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together to a little moſque; "ſays he, where one of 
their moſt eminent Derviſes was interred- It is al- 


ways a Derviſe that has the cuſtody of ſuch places, 
ew _ een e e ſituated, 
adorned 
CC 56 SES FR 
ITY f - on tnnrd 
tration of this "wh 3 —— 5 of an author of unqueſtion- : 
able integrity, and with whom there is no great reaſon to believe | 
this French traveller could be at all acquainted, This author is 
Sir Paul Rycaut, who in his ſtate of the Ottoman empite, gives 
the following account of the ſepulchre, and the moſque, menti- 
oned in the text, in terms which very much corroborate ſome. cir- 
cumſtances of this wen relation. State 4 th Ottoman 
empire, b. 11. cap. 20, PA 81 . PD YHORS? 
In the time of ee the . . of the Tarks, who 
6 governed thirty-five years, and reigned eighty three, and died 
in the hegira of Malomes ſeven hundred and fixteen, there lived 
t ih Praſa, then the regal ſeit; a famous Santon, \called Hare. 
% ai, who ufed to walk up and down; and as an act of charity, 
to buy the livers. and lights of beaſts to feed cats and dogs. 
He profeſſed poyerty and ſevere, mortification, with tears, and 
das ſighs, which he acted with that fervency, that the a ngels lea- 5 
0 ving heaven, came to be witneſs of his holy] penance. e fame 
«of this, moyed ſultan Orchanes to diſcourſe with. him, and 
to know the ſtory of his patt life, which he, ſmiling, began to 
© recount, and told him, that he formerly was a king. derived 
from the line af Mabomet, had compaſſed with his arms the 
„ rivers of Nin Fapbrates and Tigris, had governed provinces 
7 with his, ſword. and ſcepter, bad been triumphantly adorned 
« with precious ſtones and glittering arms, and had made the world 
© tremble at the very mention of his name. But at laſt, confi. 
*« 'dering the vanity of this worid, he reſolved on a ſolitary life, 
and to renounce all-the follies, and ſmall ſatis faction of riches 
and empty honours. At which faying, ſultan Orthanes was 
« 3 and ſaid, we ought not to deſpiſe thoſe'who under 
66 * the 
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adorged with gardens and fountains, and on that 
account, ſet a-part for public walks, and places of 
recreation. We were quickly introduced into a lit- 
tle cloiſter, where we found four Derviſes, who re- 
ceived us with all imaginable civility, and deſired 
us to partake of what they were eating; we were 
told, what we ſoon found to be very true, that they 
were all perſons of the greateſt worth and learning. 
One of them, who ſaid he was of the country of 
the -U/ecs, (a tribe of Tariars) appeared to me more 
learned than the reſt, and I believe verily he ſpoke 
all the languages in the world. As he did not 
know me to be a Frenchman, after we had converſed 


. 
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< the le and appearance of mad and diſtracted perſons, wan- 
der through the world, fot their vertues are rare, and in this 
<<, maß particularly, I diſcover ſo. much of ſanclity, that J judge 
. myſelf unworthy of the name of one of his ſervants. And 
this i is the xeaſon, why fools and frantic people have ever ſince 
been had in honour and reyerence amongſt the Turks, as thoſe 
hom revelations and enthuſiam, have ee out of the 
ordinary temperament of humanity. 
This Herecui was very learned and experienced in chemiſtry, 
and on thoſe who, profeſſed bis order, and entered into, the re- 
« gular life of his religion, inſtead of aſpers, he beſtowed gold. 
He wore a green veſt, and lived very abſtemiouſly, he mend- 
ed his own cloaths, and dreſſed the diet for his convent. He 
« encowed many moſques, = ſeveral hoſpitals of charity at 
% Grand Cairo and Babylon, His ſepulchre is at Pryfa, which 
< is greatly viſited by an and adorned by the bounty. and 
« munificence of thoſe who reverence the Memory, of this holy 
* de ” 
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ſome 
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fome time in the Turtiſb language, he aſked me, if I 


could ſpeak Latin, Spaniſh, or Italian. I told him, 


that if he pleaſed, he might talk to me in Halian; 
but as he ſoon diſcovered by my accent, that it was 
not my mother tongue, he aſſced me frankly, what 
country I came from. As ſoon as he knew that I Was 


a native of France, he ſpoke to me in as good French 


as if he had been brought up at Paris. How long 


fir, faid I, did you ſtay in France? he anſwered me, 
that he had never been there, but that he had a _—_ 


inclination to undertake the 1 FOR 


Ipry all that lay in my power to ſtrengthen that 
reſolution, and perſuade him to it, in order to which, 
I tald him, that there was no kingdom in the world 
more poliſhed ; that ſtrangers eſpecially were ex- 
treamly well received there, and that without queſ- 
tion, he would meet with the greateſt ſatisfaction from 
this journey. No, no, returned he, I am not in 


ſuch a hurry to make it, I ſhould be a fool to flatter 


myſelf with any fuch hopes; I am one of the ages, 
and I know, that is enough, to hinder me from en- 
joying quiet there, ſo that I am not like to think 
any more of the matter. I took a great deal of 


pains to convince him, that he was deceived, that 


ſome bad people had given him ill impreſſions of 
my country; that Fance on the contrary, was the 
very nurſery of the learned, and that the king, 
whoſe ſubject J had the honour to be, was the grea- 
teſt patron of the ſciences. I went further ſtill, I 
told 


* 


our — . J 
23 _—_ *- 4» 9 


[ — — — — 
** D —ͤ 7 ne 
n r . 
* Ne * ” . x 18 PP * 
Ke e as n A 
1 — —— 1 4 
— * _ FOR Re — 
* 1 
— * K. 


42 
# AVE. ao 


— 


——— en F n 2 
— aaa add. 
2 , 


N 
— r hs be oe Thr. — . ——— et gt * _ a 
— — Ho — * — — — — 120 Po —— 
. — ma — — ** « 
% . — 2 _ = - 
"vt py TD N 
* 8 —.— =. þ 
— — - wh — 


5 
ny 
\ 
xx 
J 
7 
At 
5 
94 


* Ly » — 
—— — — — — — — — 
. 


2 — — 


x88 HERNHIPPUSs REDTVIVvus; er, 

told him, that though I had not the honour to be 
of any learned profeſſion myſelf, yet his majeſty was 
pleaſed to defray the expences of the travels in which 
he ſaw; me engaged, and this with no other view 
than to ꝓrocure notices, of thoſe things, the know- 
ledge, of which, remained yet neceſſary for perfect- 


ing the ſciences; ſuch as of herbs that might be uſe, 


ful in phyſic, antient monuments, that might con- 
tribute to the illuſtration of remarkable events, and 
conſequently ſerve to render hiſtory more compleat; 
the view of the countries themſelves, in order to the 
rectifying geographical charts; in fine, I run through 
all the proofs I could think of, in order to con- 
vince him of the inclination that prevailed in France, 
in favour of the ſciences, and of learning, all which 
he attributed to the climate, and ſeemed to approve 
what I ſaid, out of pure civility. At laſt, howe- 
ver, he ſeemed to be raviſhed with the fine things I 
told him, and went ſo far as to aſſure me, that ſome 
time or other he would certainly, go thither. Our 
converſation being ended, the Derviſes carried us to 
their houſe, which was at the bottom of the moun- 
tain, very near Bournous, Bachy, where having drank 
coffee, L took my leave of them, but with a pro- 
miſe, however, that 1 would run Dh: and {ce 

them again. i b SM f. 2 2 11 
wot. 48% 2870 | | a 
Ox the . 5 Ni — I. Saks FA 10 
Use, came to pay me a viſit. I received him in 
the beſt manner paſſible, and as he appeared to me 
ä | 2 
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a very learned, as well as curious man, I ſhewed 
him all the manuſcri pts J had bought, and he aſſu. 


red me, they were very valuable, and written by 


great authors: I muſt ſay, in favour of this e 
that he was a perſon every way extraordinary, even 

to his outward appearance. He ſhewed me abun- 
dance of curious things in phy ſic, and promiſed mme 
more; but at the ſame time he could not help fay- 
ing, that it was neceſſary, that I ſhould make ſomè 
extraordinary preparations on my ſide, in order to 
put myſelf into a condition of profiting by the lights 
he was able to give me. To judge according to his 
appearance, he Thould have been a man about thir- 
ty, but by his diſcourſe; he ſeemed to have ved 
at leaſt a century, and of this, I was the more per- 
ſuaded from the accounts he 8 me of ſome long 


* had made. e eg 184. 


Hz told me, that he was one of Fre dries | 


who all 'wander'd up and down the world, with the 
ſame view of perfecting themſelves in their ſtudies, 
and that at parting, they always appointed another 
meeting at the end of twenty years, in a certain ei- 
ty which was mentioned, and that the firſt who- 
came, waited for the reſt. I perceived, without 
his telling me, that Brouſſa was the city appointed 
for their preſent meeting. There were four of 
them there already, and appeared to converſe with 


each other, with a freedom that ſpoke rather an old 


3 than an aden meeting. In a long 


COnver- 


= 
; 4 
\ ME 
1 
4 "IS { 
4 7. 
} 4 13 
: = 5 
: L T4 
1 ; 
| { * 
: N 
« 
at 
; 
1 
11 
" , 
1 , 
$2 : 
8 
{1 18 
1 
& * "i 
fi b \ 
'W'S 
1 l 
bi - 
i 
ws 
} 
4 


| Den ed. — - TOY „ 4 5 = 
— — —— — — 


ASS" — 5 Ao = _ : —— 
8 2 IT V4 — — 8 wen ns aut ten, — — 1 
> xk _ rn * « c 5 — 
_— 7. 2 — '« . "Fn 
+ 44% "US CIT A —— 
* r. F F. 3 r — — s 2 2 N = F 
— * * I r — ** — 
2 1 3 - ITS = * * — 
a * a 


10 HxrkifrPus Repivivus; 6 
converſation, with a man of great parts, it is natu- 
ral to run over abundance of curious topics. Reli- 
gion and natural philoſophy took up our thoughts 
by turns, and at laſt, we fell upon chemiſtry, al- 
chemy, and the cabala; I told him, that all theſe; 
and eſpecially the notion of the philoſopher's ſtone; 
were now regarded by moſt men of ſenſe, as. mere 
fictions and chimeras. That; returned he; ought 
not to ſurprize you, for in the firſt place we ought 
to ſuffer nothing to aſtoniſh us in this life; the true 
ſage hears all things without being ſcandalized at 
them; but though he may have ſo much complai- 
ſance, as not to ſhock an ignorant perſon when he 
talks of theſe things, yet is he obliged; do you think; 
to ſink his underſtanding to a level with vulgar 
minds, becauſe they ate not able to raiſe their 
thoughts to an equality with his? when I ſpeak of 
a ſage, ſaid he, I mean that kind of man to whoni 
alone the title of philoſopher properly belongs. He 
has no ſort of tie t6 the world, he ſees all things die 
and revive without concern 3 he has more riches in 
his power, than the greateſt of kings; but he tram- 
ples them under his feet, and this generous con- 
tempt, ſets him even in the midſt of nen a- 
bove e of eren n 07, ed Lag 
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ny lian . | op hin With all choſe fine e 
faid I, the ſage dies, as well as other people What 
imports it therefore to me, to have been ehιẽꝭm̃ a 
fool, or a philoſopher; if wiſdom hath 50 preroga- 

tive 
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tive over folly, and one is no more a ſhield againſt 
death than the other ? alas] faid he, I pereeive you 
are abſolutely unacquainted with ſublime ſeienee, and 
have never known true philoſophy. Learn from 
me my friend, ſuch a one as T have deſcribed dies 
indeed, for death is a debt which nature exacts and 
from which therefore no man can be exempt; yet 
he dies not before the utmoſt time fix*d by his great 
creator. But then you muſt obſerve, that this pe- 
riod-approaches near a thouſand years, and to the 
extent of that time a ſage may live. He arrives at 
this, through the knowlege he has of the true me- 
dicine. By this means, he is able to ward off what- 
ever may impeach, or hinder the animal functions, 
or deſtroy the temperature of his nature. By that, 
he is enabled to acquire the knowlege of whatever 
God has left within the cognizance of man. The 
firſt man knew them by bis reaſon; but it was this 
ſame reaſon that blotted them again from his mind; 
for having attained to this Kind of natural Knowlege, 
he began to mingle therewith his own notions and 
ideas. By this confuſion, which was the effects of 
a fooliſh curioſity, he rendered imperfect even the 
work of his creator, and this error it is, that the 
ſage labours to redreſs. The reſt of animals act on- 
* by their inſtinct, by which they preſerve them- 
ſelves, as at their firft inſtitution, and live as long 
now, as when the world firſt began. Man is yet a 
great deal more, perfect; but, has he ſtill preſerved 


* n we mentioned, or has he not loſt 
| long 
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long ago the glorious privilege of living a thouſand 
years, which with ſo much care he ſhould have ſtu- 


died to preſerve? this then it is, that the true ſages 


have retrieved, and that you may no more be Jed 
into miſtakes ; let me aſſure you, that this is what 
they call the philoſopher's ſtone, which is not a chi- 
merical ſcience, as ſome half read people fancy, but 
a thing ſolid and ſound, On the other hand, it is 
certainly known, but to a few, and indeed it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould be made known to moſt part of 
mankind, whom avarice or debauch deſtroy; or 


whom an impetuous deſire of life kills. 


SunxpRIZ EB at all I heard: And would you then 
perſuade me, ſaid I, that all who have poſſeſſed the 


Philoſophei's ſtone, have likewiſe lived a thouſand 


years? without doubt, returned he gravely, for when- 
ever God has been pleaſed to favour any mortal with 
that bleſſing, it depends entirely on himſelf to reach 
the age of a thouſand years; as in his ſtate of inno- 
cence the firſt man might have done. I told him, 
that there had been in our country, ſome of thoſe 
happy mortals that were ſaid to have poſſeſſcd this 
life-giving ſtone, and yet had never extended their 
days to ſuch a length as to go with that decrepidneſs, 
that muſt attend ſuch an exceſſive age, into ano- 
ther ſtate. But, continued he, don't you know that 
the appellation of a philoſopher, is much proſtitu- 
ted; let me tell you once again, there is none pro- 


perly ſuch, but thoſe who live to the age I have men- 
tioned: 
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tioned: At laſt, I took the liberty to mention tlie 


iluſtrious Hamel, who, I faid, had poſſeſſed the 


philoſopher's ſtone, but was dead to all intents and 
purpoſes for all that. At the mention of his name, | 


he ſmiled/ar my ſimplicity. © As Thad by this time 


begun to yield ſome degree of credit to his diſcourſe, 


I was ſurprized he ſhould make a doubt of what I 
advanced, upon this head; the Derviſe obſerved this, 


and could not help ſaying with an air of mirth, and 


do you really think the thing ſo? do you actually 
believe Hamel is dead? no, no, my friend, conti- 
nued he, don't deceive yourſelf, Namel is living till; 
neither he nor his wite are yet at all acquainted with 
the dead. It is not above three years agb fince I 
left both the one and the other in the Tadies, and he 
is, ſaid hey one of my beſt friends; upon which, he 
was going to tell me, how their acquaintance grew. 
but ſtopping {himſelf ſnort of a ſudden," that, faid 
he, is little to the purpoſe, I will rather give you 
his true hiſtory, with reſpect to which, in your 
country, 1 dare Oy Tr are not wines well”? ac. 
dan ri +2 I 


We ſages, cave! * een rare in the e 
yet are of all ſects and profeſſions, neither 
is there any great inequality amongſt us on that 
account. A little before the time of Hamel, chers 
was a Jet of our fraternity; but as "through: his 
whole life he had a moſt ardent affection for his fa- 
mily, he could not help deſiring to ſee them after 

hy WS he 
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he once came to the knowledge of their being ſet- 
tled in ance. We foreſaw the danger of the thing, 
and. did all that in us lay, to divert him from this 
Journey, in which we! often ſucceeded. At laſt, 
however, the paſſion of ſeeing his family grew ſo 
ſtrong upon him, that go he would; but at the 


1 
——— 
* - : 0 


— — ee 
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time of his departure, he made us a ſolemn promiſe 


to return to us as ſoon as it was poſſible. In a word, 
he arrived; at Paris, which was, as it is now, the 
capital of the kipgdom, and found there, his fa- 


ther's deſcendants in the higheft eſteem among 


the 7ews., Amongſt others, there was a Rabbi, 
who had a genius tor the true philoſophy, and who 


had been long in ſearch of the great ſecret. Our 


friend did not heſitate at making himſelf known to 


his relation, on the contrary, he entered into a ſtrict 


friendſhip with him, and gave him abundance of 
lights. But as the firſt matter is a long time prepa- 


ring, he contented himſelf with putting into wri- 


| ting, "the whole ſeries of the proceſs, and to con- 
vince his nephew that he had noc amuſed him with 


falſhoods, he made projection in his Preſence on 


thirty ocques (an ocque is three pounds) of baſe metal, 
" and turned it into pure gold. The Ras; full of ad. 
f miration, did all he could to perſuade our brother 


to remain with him, but in vain; becauſe he, on the 
other hand; was reſolved not to break his word with us, 


The Few when he found this, changed his affection 
Into mortal hatred, and his avarice ſtifling all prin- 
ciples of nature and religion, he r reſolved to extin- 


guiſh 
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guiſh one of the lights of the univerſe. Diſſembling, 
however, his black deſign,” he beſought the ſage in 
the tendereſt manner, to remain with him only for 
a few days. During this ſpace; he plotted and ex- 
ecuted his execrable purpoſe, of | murdering our” bro- 
ther, and made himſelf miſter of his medicine. 
Such horrible actions never remain long unpuniſhed. 
Some other black things he had done, came to light, 
for which the Few was thrown into priſon, convic- 
ted, and burnt alive. 

Tur Jews fell ſoon after under a perſecution at 
Paris, as without doubt you have heard. Hamel, 
more reaſonable than the reſt of his countrymen, en- 
tered into, a ſtrict friendſhip with ſome of them; 
and as his great honeſty; and unblemiſhed probity 
were well known, a Few merchant entruſted him 
with all his books and papets, among which were 
thoſe of the Few which had been burnt, and the 
book that our brother had left with him. The mer- 
chant taken up no doubt with his own affairs, and 
with the care of his trade, had never conſidered this 
valuable piece with any attention; but Hamel, whoſe 
curioſity led him to examine it more cloſely, per- 
ceiving ſeveral pictures of furnaces and alembics, 
and cel vellcls, he began immediately to appre- 
hend, that i in this book was contained the grand ſe- 
cret. He got the firſt leaf of the book, which was 
in Hebrew, tranſlated, and with the little he met with 
ee Was confirmed in his opinion; but know- 
. M2 | ing 
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ing that the affair required prudence and circum- 
ſpection, he took, in order to avoid all diſcovery, 
the following ſteps. He went into Spain, and as 
Tecs were every where ſettled throughout that 
country, in every place that he came to, he appli- 
ed himſelf to the moſt learned, engaging each of 
them to tranſlate a page of his book; having thus 
2 an entire verſion, he ſet out again for Pa- 

He brought back with him a faithful friend of 
112 to labour with him in the work, and with whom 
he intended to ſhare the ſecret ; but a raging fever 
carried him off, and deprived Flamel of his aſſociate. 
When therefore he came home, he and his wife en- 
tered tegether upon the work, and arriving in pro- 
ceſs of time at the ſecret, acquired immenſe riches, 
which they employed in building public edilices, 
and doing good to a multitude of People. 8 159 
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* The reader will eaſily perceive, that there are ſome varia- 
tions in this hiſtory from that which we have before given of 
Flamel; but this only ſhews, that we have not done any thing 
to countenance this tale, or to give it that air of probability, 
which in truth it wants, and after all, the difference between 
theſe accounts, is very tar from being ſo great, as to deſtroy the 
credit of either of them. For it is very probable, that Lacas's 
memory might betray him, and that he might refreſh it on bis 
return into France, from the common ſtory of Flamel, with which 
his agrees. The. principal reaſon of wy citing it, was, his con- 
cluſion, which J particularly recommend to the reader's conſide · 
ration; ſince, if Hamel's ſtory be known in thoſe parts of the 
world, with ſuch a degree of exactneſs, it is little leſs wonderful 
than the 2 of the ſtory i in all its circumſtances. 


FAME 


— 
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FAME iſ eech a very n evil; but a 
true ſage knows how to extricate himſelf from all 
kinds of peril. Hamel faw plainly, that the pre- 
vailing notion of his having the philoſopher's s. ſtone 
might be fatal, both to his liberty and life; he 
therefore bent all his thoughts to the .contriving 
ſome method for extricating himſelf out of this dan- 
ger, and having at laſt ſtruck out one, he took care 
to execute it immediately, and found means to ſe- 
cure their flight, by ſpreading a report of his wife's 
death, and his own. By his advice, ſhe feigned 
herſelf ſick of a diſtemper, which had its uſual 
courſe, ſo that by the time ſhe was faid to die, ſhe 
had reached the frontiers of Swiſerland, where he 
had directed her to wait for him. They buried in 
her ſtead a wooden image, dreſs'd up, and that no- 
thing might be wanting to the ceremonial, it was 
interred in one of the churches that they had found- 
ed, Some time after, he had recourſe to the like 
ſtratagem for his own ſecurity, and having buried 
another wooden image, he by that time the funeral 
was over, Joined his wife. You will caſily perceive, 
that there was no great difficulty in all this, ſince 
in every country if a man has money, phyſicians 
and prieſts are always at his ſervice, ready to ſay, 
or do whatever he directs them, To give the thing 
ſtill the better grace, and to prevent the leaſt Wy 
cion of the cheat, Hamel made his laſt will and teſ- 
tament in form, wherein he particularly deſired that 
* his 
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his corps might be interr'd near that of his dear 
wife, and that a pyramid ſhould be erected to their 
memories. Since that time, both of them have led 
a philoſophic life, ſometimes in one country, ſome- 
times in another. This, depend upon it, is the 
true hiſtory of Hamel and his wife, and not that 
which you have heard at Paris, where there are ve- 
ry few who have ever had the leaſt gymplc of true 
wiſdom. g nat 


Tais tory appeared to me what ! think it muſt 
appear to every one, equally ſingular and ſtrange, 
and the more fo, as it was told me by a Mobammegan, 
who I have all the reaſon in the world to believe 
never fat one foot in France. As to the reſt, I re- 
port this matter purely as an hiſtorian, and I have 
even paſſcd by abundance of circumſtances. more re- 
markable than any I have related; the truth of 
which however, he affirmed. I ſhall content my-. 
ſelf therefore, with ſaying, that we are apt to enter- 
tain too mean notions of the learning of the Moba. 
medans, for certainly this man was a perſon in all 
reſpects of extenſive knowlege, face en ge- 
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Taz, furprize expreſſed by our Aber at the 
knowlege of. theſe people in the hermetic ſcience, 
appears to be il} founded ; for there is no doubr, 
that ĩt is as well, and: as n underſtood through- 
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out the Eaſt, as it is here. Indeed, why ſhould it 
not, ſince it is on all hands allowed, that the ſages 
of Europe received it from the Arabs, who are ſup- 
poſed to have had that, as they are ſaid to have ob- 
tuned all their other learning from the Greeks. - It 
is commonly believed, that Geber, who in the title 
of his works is called an Arabian king, was the firſt 
of their writers, and he is ſaid to have lived about 
the beginning of the eighth century. But I have met 
with another account of this, which is, that Geber was 
a native of the province of Choraſan, and that inſtead 
of receiving his knowledge in this ſcience from the 
Greeks, he had i it from the antientPer/zes, whoſe prieſts 
and learned men, derived it from the writings of their 
law-giver Zerdifht, who was the Zoroaſter of the 
Greeks, and was the father and founder of the Ma- 
ei, thoſe antient ſages, who are allowed by all the 
| Writers of antiquity, to have been thoroughly ver- 
ſed in all the occult ſciences. IT mention this, be- 
cauſe it ſeerns to give an eaſier and better account, 
than any we have yet received of the means by 
which the hermetic ſcience became diffuſed all over 
the Eaſt, where, without doubt, there have been, 
and are many e of it, even in the remoteſt 


who, by the way, Pretends to be immortal®. 
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che pa of philoſophy very much his ſtudy, fince notwith- 
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ed many ages, and if we will believe the Jeſuit 
Martini, was known and practiſed two thouſand 


years before the chriſtian Era. 


However, allow- 


ing this to be a miſtake, and that the Jeſuits have 
either been impoſed upon themſelves, or willing to 
impoſe upon others in reporting ſuch a ſtory as this, 
yet there are two things abſolutely certain; the firſt, 
that wen are n er to this ſciencè in all 
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ſtanding the novelty of his opinion in this Nl it ch very 
much the appearance of truth. The very learned Herbelut, to 
whom we are ſo much indebted for his oriental library, tells us, 
that Geber, who is tiled Giabar'by all the Foſters nations, was 
| thought to be a native of Haran, from whence himſelf, or his 
ſon, was ſurnamed al Harrani ; that his father's name was Se- 
nan, and that he was ſuppoſed to receive his knowledge from the 
Zabiaus, who were a ſeQ ſo early as in the time of Abrabam. 
But if we reflect upon the time in which he flouriſhed, and the 
; authorities there are to prove him a native of, Choraſan, we ſhall 
ſee good reaſon to prefer our author's ſentiment, . or rather, we 
ſhall diſcern its confiſt-ncy with the former opinion; for in the 
Faß, many conceived Zerdiyht and Abraham to be the ſame per- | 
ſon; but this is certainly an error, ariſing from hence, that Zer- 
differ, in his own books, profeſſes to teach the religion « of Abra- 
lam; ſo that upon the whole, Giabar having his philoſophy 
from the diſciples of Zerds, Pr, may probably make honourable 
mention of Abraham, in ſome of thoſe many treatiſes of his that 
are common in the-Eaf, though not known to us, and from 


* 


thence the opinion might ariſe of his being the country man of 


Abrabam, and of the ſect of the Zabians, whom almoſt all the 


Eaſtern writers confound wt the Magi. | 
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parts of China; the ſecond, that they had theſe no- | 
tions long before they had any correſpondence: with 
the Europeans. Now, I think it is very hard to 
conceive, , that they ſhould derive this ſort of know- 
lege from the Arabians,, or from the Greeks, but 
that they might eaſily have it from the diſciples of 
Zerdifht, upon the diſperſion of the Perſees, is not 
at all-incredible, or improbable; for it is very well 
known, that a great part of theſe unfortunate peo- 
ple retired into India, at a time, when, if we may 
credit the Chineſe hiſtorians, they were in poſſeſſion 
of a great part of that country, of which ſome monu- 
ments ſtill remain. Neither is it at all unlikely, 
that ſome of. theſe people might fly as far as China 
itſelf, and either way, the literati of China, might 
receive theſe notions from them*. This is a matter 
which 15 think has not been hitherto conſidered, or 
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It is a little ſurprizing at firſt fight, to find men Nig? 8 

learning, make uſe of the ſame argument to prove ſentiments 

directly oppoſite to each other. A very learned writer in Pance, 
infers from the prevalence of chemiſtry in China, that the inha- 
bitants of that empire muſt have received moſt of their learning 
later than is generally imagined, becauſe we know of no books 
of chemiſtry in Europe earlier than the third century. Our au- 
thor, on the contrary, thinks the prevalence of chemiſtry among 
the Chineſe, is a proof of the antiquicy of their knowlege, and 
from thence attempts to account for it. As to the matter of 
fact, they agree, ard indeed, there is nothing more indiſputable 
than that the hermetic philoſophy prevails more in China, and 
in the Indies, than even in Germany itſelf, where a man is hard- 
ly thought learned who has not a tinQure of this ſcience. 


explained, 
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explained, and therefore, J have taken the liberty 
to oommit theſe; remarks to writing, in Hopes of gi- 
ving thoſe who are better acquainted with this ſub- 
ject than I pretend to be, an opportunity of ſetting 
the grounds of them in a clearer light, either by refu- 
ting what I have advanced, and ſhewing how this kind 
of learning came otherwiſe into China, or by purſuing 


this enquiry, and ſupporting it by better authorities 
than I have met with, tho ſome I could mention, if T 


did-not 5 it n. lead me 100 far e out 'of 


Bur however, I ſhall very readily Allow! chil 


whatever knowledge the Turks at preſent have of the 


hermetic ſcience, they muſt have had it, as they 


had all the reſt of their learning, from the Arabs; 


and indeed it is very certain that as the former tranſ- 


lated into their own language, the beſt authors they 


could meet with in the libraries of all the countries 
which they had conquered, ſo the Turks, ſince they 
began to affect learning, more eſpecially ſince the 
reign of Mabomet II. have tranſlated the beſt books 
out of the Arabick, upon this, as well as all other 
ſciences into Turkiſo, and amongſt them not a few 
relating to this ſcience, Vet it ought to be known, 


that though the hermetic philoſophy Was in great 


credit among the Arabians, as well as very uch im- 


proved by them; this did not hinder ſome of the moſt 
jearned men amongſt them, from treating all notions 


of 
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of that kind both with reſentment and contempt. 
It was the Advice of Abou Fouſeph upon his death 
bed to his children, * apply yourſelves to every kind 
of learning to which you have an inclination; for 
« your time cannot be better employed, ſince every 
ſort of ſcience is in ſome part of life, or other 
« of uſe, except theſe three; Aſtrology, Alchemy, 
“ and Controverſy. Aſtrology ſerves only to increaſe 
© the miſcries of life, by adding innumerable falſe 
fears to that multitude of apprehenſions, which 
< are but too well grounded, in the ſenſe, that reaſon 
« affords of the viciſſitudes of fortune. Alchemy 
* leads to beggary by. promiſing riches, we flatter 
“ ourſelves that we are going to à palace, and in 
< reality, we are in the high way to an hoſpital. 
e Induſtry is the philoſopher*s ſtone, provided it be 
* accompanied with the fear of God. Controqorſ, 
« is the warfare of idle men, we doubt and diſpute 
* till we. believe nothing, and by a fooliſh eagerneſs 
< to ſearch; out the ſublimeſt truths of religion, we. 
«1006: religion itſelf, and travel all our lives with- 
« out, ever coming to our journey's end. Be- 
17 ware then of theſe falls ſciences my jr" ide and 
« ſtudy what elſe you will.“ It is a cuſtom. of 
the grand ſigniors never to build a moſque, or erect 
a tomb, without adding a college in the ſame place, 
in which a certain number of | as ut or Monks are 
maintained, and. thele frequently ſtudy the moſt cu- 
rigus parts © of, learning, and the occult ſciences more 
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eſpeciallyy, ſo that cur author had no ground for 
his ſurprize, that theſe ſciences ſnould be underſtood 
amongſt the Mabomedans, but he might very well 


be amazed at their having any knowledge of the 
progreſs of thoſe ſciences in Europe, or of the names 
of their profeſſors, ſince this was of all others the 
thing, he had the leaſt reaſon to expect; for in no 
ſort 1 en are the Turks 1 ignorant, as in that 

| which 
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„ In confirmation of what our author has advanced, I will cite 
a paſſage from Sir Paul Rycaut's State of the Turki/b Empire. 
„The E{chraki, ſays he, which ſignifies illuminated, is a ſect 
92 purely platonical, contemplative of the divine idea, and the 
«© number in god; for tho' they hold the unity, yet they deny 
t not the trinity as a number proceeding from the unity; which 
r conception of theirs, they uſually illuſtrate by three folds in a 
* handkerchief, which may have the denomination of three, 
but being extended, is but one piece of linnen. Theſe men 
“are no great admirers of the compaſition of the Alchuran. 
« What they meet therein agreeable to their principles, they 
embrace and produce as occaſion ſerves in confirmation of their 
« doctrine; other parts, which with much difficulty .are recon- 
«cited to thoſe principles, they rejeRt, and ſtile abrogated, and 
< becauſe they apprehend, that the true beatitude and bliſs of 
«« paradiſe conſiſts in the contemplation of the divine majeſty, 
* they contemn all the voluptuous fancies and ,groſs conceptions 
«of heaven, which Mahomet hath framed, to allure. and draw 
* "the minds of rude and groſs men, Of this ſect are all the 
„ Scheg be, or able preachers, that belong to the royal moſques, 
or churches, who are men conſtant in their devotions, abſtemious 
«© in their diet, of a chearful countenance and taking behaviour, 
great lovers of harmony and muſic, of an indifferent ſtrain in 


poetry 
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which concerns the hiſtory of the weſtern nations; 
the reaſon of which is, that their knowledge like that 
of the Arabians, is entirely the fruit of their con- 
queſts, and conſequently, the limits are the ſame, 
But with reſpect to ſpeculative ſcience, the principles 
of which they have in their own language; their 
eccleſiaſticks, and more eſpccially their Derviſes, 
carry it to a great height, and there are amongſt 
them as great metaphyſicians, as any of the diſciples 
of Malbrunche, Leibnilæ, or Mol 5 whatever vulgar 
notions may 1 to the N at 
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4 poetry, whereby they compoſe certain ſongs in metre, for enter · 
© tainment of their auditory. They are likewiſe generous, and 
e compaſſionate of human frailty, and are not covetous, Haical 
&* or conceited of themſelves, by which means their bebaviour 
is rendred extreamly agreeable, thro? all Conflantineple... They 
are greatly delighted with an ingenious aſpect in youth, and 
« from thence gather matter of contemplation on the comeli- 
« neſs of the increated beauty: they are addicted to entertain a 
« charitable affection for their neighbour, becauſe, as they ſay, 
te he is a creature of god, from whom our love is converted to 
ce the creator. Their diſciples, they procure, as much as poſſi- 
„ble; to be men of comely and pleaſing countenances, and ma- 
e jeſtie preſence, whom they inſtruct in all the rules of abſti- 
©, nence, gravity and other virtues, moſt appropriated to their 
« ſect. And theſe, of all forts. pf Turks, ſeem worthy of the 
e beſt character, whom I compaſſionate, for not being born in 
« the pale of à chriſtian church, nor duly inſtructed in the myſ · 
<<, teries of chriſtianity, to which they ſeem by their morality 
and vertues, already to have many previous diſpoſitions. 
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Wr have now done with the hiſt6ry of Hamel, 
and if the reader has a mind to know how I bring 
it to have any connection with my ſubject, I ſhall 
inform him, in a very few words. According to 
my ſentiments, which are in part founded upon the 
writings of Flame! himſelf, the firſt matter of the 
univerſal medicine, the philoſopher's ſtone, or the 
grand ſecret of the hermetic philoſophers, i is taken 
from the air; and from ſome of their writings I have 
gathered, that they were not altogether unacquainted 
with the ſecret of Hermippus; ſo that if this inſerip- 
tion had fallen into their hand, I make no queſtion 
but they would have pronounced him an adept, and 
have ſupported this deciſion of theirs, by giving us 
an account in their manner, of his method of per- 
forming it?. This account ſo far as I have been 
able to collect it, the reader ſhall receive in the clear. 
eſt terms, for I pretend not to adopt their manner 
of writing, or to hide in ambiguous allegorics, ſo 
ener a truth. ; 7 
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2 This 1 will * ad ot RA ct os: 
ſalts the fourth, ninth, and twelfth pages of a treatiſe at the end 
of Mangetus s Bibliotheca Chemica, which piece is entitled, Mo- 
Tvs LIE ER, in quo tamen tota philoſophia hermetica, figuris hie- 
roglyphicis depingitur ter optimo maximo deo miſericordi conſe- 
cratus, ſoliſque filiis art dedicatus, e cuius nomen eſt 

Altus, 
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lx ſome books, written by theſe ſort. of philoſo- 
phers, I have met with various experiments for ap- 
plying the ſalubr ious particles of the human breath 
to medicinal purpoſes; and amopgſt theſe, the fol- 
lowing ſeems to be that which beſt deſerves notice, 
as it ſhews a wonderful ingenuity, and is I believe, 
the ſingle attempt that was ever made to extract the 
tinctures of living, animals, in order to make them 
enter like other tinctures, into all the uſes of phy ſic. 
6 Let there be, ſays my author, a ſmall cloſe, room 
„ prepared, and let there be ſet up in it, five little 
beds, each for a ſingle perſon. In theſe beds, 
« Jet there lie five virgins under the age of thirteen, 
« and of wholeſome conſtitutions. Then in the 
e ſpring of the year, about the beginning of the 
the month. of May, let there be a hole pierced 
through the wall of the chamber, through which, 
let there, be inſerted the neck of a matraſs, the 
body of the glaſs being expoſed to the cold air 
« without. It is eaſy to apprehend, that when the 
* room is filled with the breath and matter perſpired 
« by theſe virgins, the vapours will continually paſs 
ce through the neck of the matraſs into the body of 
u me" veſſcl, where through the coldneſs of the Cir- 
« cumambient air they will be condenſed into a clear 
© water, which is a tincture of admirable efficacy, 

ͤand may be juſtly ſtiled an Elixir vitæ, ſince a few 
« drops of it, given in the beginning of any acute 


F mma dy reſolves and diſperſes the morbific 
«© matter, 
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e matter, ſo as to enable the-animal force to theow 
it off 6 inſenſible ee a % „ e 


"Finke is in -this critical a age, 1 were ſpirir of 
cenſure abroad, that I make no queſtion, that this 
preſcription will be treated by many with a, degree 
of ridicule, as a thing abſolutely ĩimpracticable in it- 
ſelf, and of no conſiderable efficacy, if it was practi- 
cable; aut I beg leave to obſerve, that how ſucceſs- 
ful ſoever our modern phy ſicians may be, in the cure 
of tome acute diſtempers, which at the bottom per- 
haps, may be no better than removing ſymptoms; 
yet they are not over famous in diſcovering and 
carrying off the cauſes of diſtempers, more eſpecially 
ſuch as have been of a long continuance, and may 
be ſuppoſed to have produced conſiderable altera- 
tions in the human body. Now as theſe are general- 
ly occaſioned by the flow,” but conſtant operation of 
external cauſes, ſo the moſt rational way of deliver- 
ing ſuch as labour under them, is by preſcribing the 
nn, uſe of ſome Poon remedy! hz kt Why this 
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2 Secreti di diverſi excellentiſimi Huomini. ” 8%. in | Milano 
1558. Seealſo Lana: de mot. tranſpirat. lib. if cap. 3 attic. 
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b This charge of combating ſymptoms, rather than the diſeaſe 
has been long 290 brought againſt, phyſicians; but we ought to 
conſider, whether in fact this ought not to be rather elleemed a 
misfortune, than a crime; ſince generally ſpeaking i it is in reality 
ewing to the impatience of thoſe who are troubled with diſeaſes. 

Now 
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remedy may not be taken from the human body it- 
ſelf I cannot ſee, The ſpirit of human blood, tho? 
diſguiſed under othet names, is ſtill given with great 


ſucceſs, by ſome eminent phyſicians, though it is 


far from being in the credit now, in which it was 
formerly; and 1 believe for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe it was often adulterated. That great Exgliſb 
philoſopher, Mr. Boyle, had this medicine in much 
eſteem, and with very good reaſon; ſince he gives 
us ſeveral inſtances of very great cures performed by 
it, when adminiſtred by himſelf, or by his direc- 
tions; out of many I will produce two y. I am 

Ne nid 8-25 445 the 
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Now i in reſpedt t to them, theſe ſymptoms are the moſt grievous 
ave of the diſeaſe, and therefore to convince them of his abili- 
ties, a phyſician muſt begin his cure by removing theſe, and 


an this is done, ten to one but his patient thinks himſelf cur- 
ed, and looks upon every ſucceeding viſit, as a needleſs) enhanc- 


ing the expence. In ſhort, of all the learne profeſſions, that of 
phyſick is attended with the greateſt ineonveniences, for againſt 
death there are no remedies ; and where remedies have done a 
cure, it is very often aſcribed to nature, chance, conſtitution, 
in ſhort, to any thing but tue phyſician, SN 


S ue eagles 


e Hiſt. ſang. human, tit. xvi. The condudt of our author is 
worth obſerv ing, he quotes the Authority of Beyle in this caſe, 
rather than that of Paracelſus, in whoſe works he might have 
found many things more to his purpoſe, but in this he is very ju- 
dicious, the credit of Bale is better, and yet in wany cafes he 
only | repeats "what Parace lus ſays, but without hiding or con- 
cealing it, for that illuſtrious perſon had not only a p- ion for, 
oe = x Confidence f in truth, and was never aſhamed of af ertiog ry 
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< the more inclined, ſays he, to give credit to thefe 
<« praiſes of ſpirit of blood, becauſe as I remember, 
de this was the medicine that I made uſe off in the 
&« following caſe. A young lady in whoſe family the 
* conſumption was an hereditary diſeaſe, ' was mo- 
<« leſted with a violent and ſtubborn cough, that was 
<< judged! conſumptive, and looked upon by thoſe 
that gave her phyſick, as not to be cured by any 
* Other way, than a feaſonable remove from Zundon, 
jnto the French air; but The was already ſo far gone, 
«* and weakened, and there remained ſo much of 
the winter, that was it judged ſhe would die before 
&« the ſeaſon would make it any way fit for her to un- 
tc dertake ſo long and troubleſome à journey; but if 
ze ſhe could be kept alive till the · end of the ſpring, 
< there would be ſome hopes ſhe might in France 
< recover. On this occaſion being ſollicited by 
cc ſome friends of hers and mine, to try lat I could 
0 to preſerve her; I ſent her ſome/ſpirit of human 
blood, very carefully prepared and rectified, to 
« which I gave ſome name, that I do not well re- 
«© member, upon the uſe of which ſhe manifeſtly 
ic mended, notwithſtanding the unfriendlineſs of 
ce the ſeaſon, inſomuch that about the end of Februa- 
4455, ſhe had gained relief and ſtrength enough to 
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fact that he © OBA or owning 155 Nes anchor he * 4 any 
thing that he had read. In this the dignity of his charaQter ſup- 
ported him, and his practice in this reſpect may be commended 

Wat bounds, but muſt be imitated with diſcretion. | 
. venture 
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— craſs the ſeas; and make a journey to 


e Montpellier; whence in autumn ſhe n n 


good looks and nnen 
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moch Waben dle un the Gomes Givi of 
% blood made very pure and ſubtile; by the help of 


a lamp furnace, was the medixine, chat I put inte 


* the: hands of an ingenious and ſucceſsful phyſicianʒ 
+ who complained to me, that he had a patient that 
had quite puz led him, as well as baffled the endea- 


vours of other eminent doctors, whom the diffi- 


culty of the eaſe had invited at ſeveral times to try 


their ſkill upon him. This man was frequently 
* obnoxious to ſuch violent and tormenting fits of 


the head ach, that he could not endure the light 


4 and was offended with almoſt every noiſe, or motion 


that reached his ears, inſomuch, that he was forced 
to give over his profeſſion, which was that of a 
* taylor: hut upon the conſtant uſe of the bhefore- 
mentioned ſpirit of blood (for the ather medicines 
* he took were much inferior to it, and had nat be- 
* fore been available) he received ſuch relief, as 
made him with great joy aad thanlefulneſs return 
© tothe; exerciſe. of his trade; and the phyſician. to 
i whom I gave the remedy for him; told me one 
« * circumſtance too conſiderable to be here omitted; 
5. namely, that the patient having by our famous 
© Harvey's advice, been uſed to bleed once in two or 


*'rhree months, the phyſician, equnſclled hims, por- | 


4390 ar 


A ritaadng bis. recovery, not. to break ſt his an- 
un O 2 | <« elent 
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« cient cuſtom; and the patient thereupon ſent for 
& the ſame chirurgeon, that had been formerly wont 
ce to let him blood, and to complain of the great 
* badneſs of his blood, but when this chirurgeon 
« who knew not whit bad been done to the patient, 
e came to open a vein again, and perceived what kind 
of blood it afforded, he was fo ſurprized that he ſtop- 
* ped the operation; and aſked the man with Wonder 
£ how he came by ſuch florid blood; adding, that it 
« was-pity to deprive him of fo well conditioned a 
e liquor.” After giving theſe hiſtories from a per- 
ſon of: whoſe veracity,” none that know his charac- 
ter will doubt; I ſhall only add this remark,” if the 
ſpirit of human blood do ſo much; why may not 
the ſpirit of human breutk, or rather the ee oe 
it * EY (53 10A 203 Of DI3PT91014q 
W n ſo very little wY the el dee 1 and 
power of medicines, that as we ſometimes give them 
to no purpoſe, ſo in other caſes, chey anſwer pur- 
bn _ which _—— were never eg re 
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De norbo Gallico lib. v. cap. i. It is not very difficult to ac- 
count for this operation, and abundance of "inſtances might be 
given of the like. Mr. Boyle tells us, ſome where, that he was 
informed by the great Dr. Harvey, of his being ſent for to a 
gentleman who had a confirmed. catara@ in one eye, on account 
of ſome diſtemper that he was troubled with, for which he pre- 
' ſcribed ſuceeſsfully, and thereby the cataract alſo was cured or 
C racher — not — EA but quite beſide his expecta- 


5 | tion. 
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perſon of great honour and credit, as well as an ex- 
cellent chirurgeon, informs us, of a certain perſon 
of ſome rank, who notwithſtanding he had a cata- 
ract in one of his eyes, ſaw enough of the ladies 
with the other, to bring him into a condition, 
which nothing but mercury could cure. The me- 
thod in which. it was ſupplied was by unction, and 
the iſſue of the buſineſs was truly wonderful; ſince 
he not only recovered from the diſtemper for which 
he fell under the ſurgeon's hands, but of the cataract 
into the bargain... It is very apparent therefore, 
that prodigious things may be done by altering the 
juices of the body; and ĩt is very poſſible, that ſhort- 
er methods may be found out for changing the juices, 
than hitherto have been mentioned, in caſe phyſick 
was proſecuted in the way of experiment and obſer- 
vation, as if men really meant to improve and per- 
ſect a ſcience, not to render the practice of a pro- 
feſſion mort acile and commodious. e 15 UD), 
ich £9 TEES -- 9 ! 2 iind anni . 

Bu it may be objected, \that blood i is a jr vi- 

ſible, tangible, and may be treated in whatever man- 
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tion. The famous Pomponias Atticus being troubled with a di- 
ſeaſe, which the phyſician looked upon as incurable, reſolved to 
deſtroy himſelf by faſting, by which he became perfectly well. 
This however, did not hinder him from perſiſting in his deſign. 
which in that age and country, was looked upon as a mark of 
conſtancy, with what reaſon I leave the candid and Judicloos 
| en to r b F | 
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Lommenly imagine, that the chateſt ro 
Which we ſit; are entirely full, not '6ffly©of ait and 
tler, But of weh a mixture of varichs bodies that 


« ſurrouhds them, and which no 
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ner we think proper; Whereas it is otherwiſe with 
breath, and that we tight us well pretünd 70 malte 
experiments upon inſenſible perſpiration. I have in 


ö forne' meaſate treated this point already; by ſhewing 


it is a Hidicoldas thing to inſiſt beyond u certain de. 
gles upon the evidence of our ſenſes. We do not 


in 


are ſuſpended uin both, as that property ſpeaking, 
we are ſurroufded with clouds of duft, Which we 


draw into our bodies, every tine wWe fetch our 
breaths. Vet a ray of ſunſhitte is ſufflctent to give 


oceular demonſtration of this, for wherever that ray 
falls, thoſe motes become viſible.” Albtke wordd is 


now ſenſible, that '$dofiferous bodies hive an àtmo- 
FTphere fond them, compoſed of innumerable pur- 


tleles, exhaled by, or abraded from themy but with 
equal truth it may beaffirmed, char all bodies have 


Auch-an-atmoſphere, though not perceptible to every 
one's ſenſes. Such for . inftance, ab haye an, aver- 


fon io cheeſe, perceive it plainly from an peculiar 


ſenſation, while others knows nothing of it. The 
ame thing may be faid of a cat, and even more 
ſtrongly; lince, except ſuch as have” an "antipathy, 


none are in the leaſt ſenſible of. Ne atn 


7 WEE Te Av e Ou rorender the faint, 


dl . SP axcy £2 1 4 
nere 17 * . 75 3 
3 122 1 i 22. 12 


= B & 
*« © { 8? 
* % 4.4" 


ene ec ans. of which, wh have 
inconteſtabla evidence 96e eas of5y ' 
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jo 1 is a point out of at . the Fong: mine- 
ral efluyia at Potaſi have ſuch an effect upon thoſe 
who, work in the mines, that if it were not for drink» 
ing an in fuſion of che herb, now called, Paraguq tea, 
it would be impoſſible for, them to work there. This 
is ſo much the more credible, as we know that the 
fumes of white lead have a yery ſtrange effect upon 


the human body, and pet the ſmell is not very dif- 


agregable. In c al mines, that damp which is of all 
others moſt deſtructive, . is called, a peaſe bloom 
damp, beœauſe the ſmell reſembles that of peaſe bloſ- 


ons, which in 2 leſſer degree is very pleaſant. The 
fume of charcoal will hardly awake thoſe that are a 


lep. and et is capable by its ſuffocating ſmell to lead 
them to their laſt ſleep; and it has been obſerved by a 


: a Rang _— n 98 * een & 


194 Okt — RR W 8 den this ſülzect before, 4 the 
ortet upon it here, but without doubt it deſerves to be tho- 
roughly examined 3 ſince if we perfectly underſtood hom to act 


upon the human body medicinally through its pores, it is not 


only poffible, but A. probable, that ſome relief might be this 


4 way given in apop 2 
eber le ds not only fail, but are with difficulty applied.” It is 


upon this principle; that a Kind of ſtomacher has been invented in 
. France as n preſervative agaivſt this diſtemper in Which ſame pe- 
vetrating remedies are contained, and the news Papers tell , 
yu they have great effects. 
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exies, and other deſperate diſeaſes, where | 
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of Ternate was formerly the Montpellier of that part of the world; 
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avaih out of the reach of the ſtench of 1prif{nine;” 
as to any ſenſible impreſſion on thevolifactorymevves; 


have yet been in fected by a malignant and incureable 
diſeaſe from thence; which has carried them off in 


a few days. We may from hence argue by a parity 
of reaſon, that there may be wholeſome; as well as 


un holeſome fumes; vapours capable of reſtoring 
_ healrh,-as well as of filling men with diſeaſes but 


in obſerving theſe, we have been leſs curious, be- 


cauſe it is natural in all ſenſes to have a quicker feel- 


ing of injuries, than of benefits. Vet ſome of theſe 


have been taken notice of, as for example, in the 
Eat. Indies, when mango's are ripe, ſuch as are in a 


declining ſtate recover by walking amongſt the trees. 
It is aflerted by authors of credit, that Ttonfſumptive 
perſons in England have recovered byriding or walk- 
ing in the plains where: ſaffron is gathered and in 
all countries the ſmell of freſh- earth has been obſerv- 
ed to have a good effect in the like caſe: All. theſe 
inſtances I have given from my, memory, and there. 
is no doubt, that upon the bate reading of them, 
many other and perhaps ſtronger inſtances will occur 
to inquiſitive e 5 Wh 
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1 We may 448 in confirmation of what our author has advanc- 
edi in this paragraph, a very remarkable: and curious pieee of In- 
dian hiſtory, in which not only tht Dutth" writers agres ; but 
Which was confirmed to me by a Duteb phyſician who had rend- 
ed long at Batavia, and was very poſitive as to the ſact. The iſland 


The: $acm's TRIUMPH. 247 
[OT OO RT TIP M4 {bh 95 e ph; = of 6 Le ur _ Men pe bo 


Wir muſt however allow ne which has 


— 


the great difffculty how ſuch kind'of ſubtile, and al- 
moſt imperdeptible efflu via may be collected. Ia an- 


fer to chis we might ſay / that the method having 


been clearly and circumſtantially deſcribed we refer 
our ſelbes to tie experiment, which if found practi- 
cable will decide for, and if not, will as eleariy de- 


termine againſt us. However, a few thoughts which 


have occurred upon the ſubject, may not be unplea- 
ſant to che readers. It is an eaſy, and at the fame 
time a very pleaſant method, by which that eſſence 
is obtained that goes under the name of Bergamol. 


The rind of the fall lemon that affords it, is ſqueez- 


ed between the fingers againſt à looking. glaſs plate, 
which ſtands over the veſſel that is to receive the eſ- 
ſential oy, and the zeſt flying out of the peel being 
intercepted and condenſed by the glaſs, falls down 
in drops. We may alſo obſerve in very hot wea⸗- 
ther, and if n yoke in a room, theit 


* 
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3 


and thoſe who were finking under all forts of Sem in the 
Dutch colonies were ſent thither for the benefit of the air, and 
generally ſpeaking recovered, But the Eaſ India compauy hav- 
ing reduced the k ing of this iſland to ſuch ſtraits, that he was 
obliged. to ſubmit to peace upon, any terms they thought fit to 
preſcribe he was compelied to cut dcn and deſtroy his clove trees, 
with which that iſland abounded ; ſince which time the air is be. 
come ſo unwholeſome, that the Durch are obliged to relieve their 
| . there twice a year. 
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een hitherto aid, contributes to the ſolution of 
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ſpect to the method of purification, there is no doubt that th 
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breath will cauſe a moiſture on theglaſs windows, which 
cotnes nearer to the caſe in queſtion, It is obſerved in 
the leuiticul Low, that the leproſy not only infected 
the bodies of men, but was ſometimes io violent, as 


to become viſihle in the very walls of the hauſe, for 


Which purifications are, preſcribed. Some indeed 
have fapcied that this was peculiar to chat country. or 
to chat people, but we want not inſtances of the like 
natute with regard to infections recorded hy very cre- 


dlible authors in other countries 3. A pious and 


+. learned e ſchool-maſter Jays Mr. Bohle, that ven- 


A tured to ſtay in Landon in the great plague} 166g, 
and was much employed as ſome friends pf. mine 


et 10 viſit che ſick, and diſtribute alas and: relief t 


e them, went indiſcriminately to alli ſorts gf inſect- 
. tald me of nine hundred or a thouſand: and be- 


<* than walls; he told me that being once called to 


* adminiſter ſon ly comfort to a poor | 
c adminiſter ſome ghoſtly comfort to a poor won 
L , 4 
| | 24 5 


2 


Lali, iv. 33. The Jesig dodtors in general, and 


Ala inunider the wiſeſt and moſt jodicious of them in particular, 
conſiue all chat is ſaid of this plague of leproſy to the land of Ca- 
Aer, in which if they mean in a miraculous Tenſe, and with re- 


% 


are 


1 

e 
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right. but as our author ſays, it is very certain, that 10 other 


% 


— 


countries, theſe miſerable tokens of the plague babe Appeared. 
The inſtance. he mentions is to be found in Bay's works vol. V. 


« that 


be SA TRIUMPH, 0 
*. that had buried ſome children of the plague, he 
« [found the room ſo little, that it ſcarce. held any 
* mere than rhe bed whereon the lay ſick, and an 
* open con wherein he ſaw her huſband/ lie dead 
of che fame diſeaſe, whom the wiſe ſoon after fol- 
„ wet In this little cloſe room they affirmed to 
„ im, khut contagious teams had produced ſpots 
* onthe very walls; and when I asked whether 
. had not, but yet was inclined to believe the thing 
tobe true, not only upon the ſcore of che rela- 
tors, but becauſe he had obſerved the he in his 
* g0wn ſtudy, which being divided only by à wall 
„ from ſome rooms of à houſe, which the owner 
had turned inte a kind of a peſthouſe, and in 
which numbers had. died; in a ſhort time he took 
. notice; that che white wall of his ſtudy was (ſinte 
** the ſickneſs raged without any other cauſe that he 
. could imagine) blemiſhed in divers places with 
© ſpots, Ike thoſe of infected perſons.” The 
teams of the body chen may be collected ſo as to 
become the object of ſight, and of our other ſenſes; 
ſo that there 1 is nothing contrary, either 'to reaſon or 
Pies. a that inſenſible perſpiration may 
betorne the ſubject of art, and having made this to- 
bend ck, we may now proceed to ſpeak of o- 
2 ther experiments, that however ſingular and. | ſtrange, 
-ooght na vt to be age kee 2 15 0 
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ths followers of. Hermes, there are ſeveral ranks or 
claſſes, ' and each of theſe are poſſeſſed of. particular 
ſecrets ; for none but the ſuperiors, who. are gene- 
rally ited adepts, know how to prepare that exalt- 
ed eſſence, by which life is preſerved, for many,cen- 
turies. Amongſt theſe leſſer ſecrets, u. Peracelſus 
taught his followers . one, which, ought by no. means 
to be lighted; and this was, that of procuring; by 
art, a total renovation of yigour, like that of the 
old man at Tarentum, or the abbeſs before · menti- 
oned. In order to comprehend this clearly, we 
muſt take a view of the principles upon which all 
ſuch Preparations: are comprehended, and they are theſe. 
The creator, in the opinion of theſe philoſophers, has 
fixed in every. being, a ſeed for its multiplication, 
not excepting metals themſeves ; and that in this 
ſeed, lies concealed a ſmall ſpark, which animates 
and directs the ſeed to form only the particular kind 
of being, . peculiar; to its on ſpecics. lis, ittle 


5 
. 
4 


ſpark of life, or animation, aſſigned by nature, is 


the more firm or permanent, as the life of the be- | 
ing is required to be more conſtant, and therefore, 
every thing which is produced out of the ſeed,.is to 
be aſſigned. chicfly to the aug, or animaupg: ſpark 
thereof, Hence therefore they conclude, that the 
primum ens is to be ſeparated by the art of chemiſtry, ; 
by the fame medium by which it was communi- 


cited; as for example, the foiritus rector of  cinna- 
mon, 
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mon, to be extracted with water, by which means 
they hoped to procure a medicine capable of com- 
municating the ſame durability to the human body, % 
as is Peculiar to the aura of the ſubſtance, from 
whence the primum ens was prepared. Whether 
any experiment has been made of this or not, 1 can- 
not ſay; but of another medicine of the like kind, 
by which if any credit be due to the teſtimony of 
one of the greateſt Phyſician's in Europe, almoſt in- 
credible wonders have been done; 1 ſhall fer down 
1 bg | i 
He the lope feaſon of the year, when the herb 
is at its full growth, and conſequently its Juices in 
their higheſt vigour, gather at the fitteſt time of 
thie day a fafficicnt aaron of balm, wipe i ir clean, 
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2 « The true - if of e ies to ſeals ne does 
no great credit to his writings, He was a man of a diſturbed : 
| head; a diſtracted mind, and a di iſſolute life. Often wild and ex- 
travagant in his notions, always rude and brutal in his behaviour,” 
ſometimes talking in the ſtile of an enthuſiaſt, at others, bot 
without a tincture of impiety; in a word, ſo deſultary and une 1 
qual, that i in one page you find nothing but the dialett of, bed-., 
lam, and in the next, you have diſcoveries that argue a onder. 
ful ſuperiority of genius, and a moſt amazing Penetration, | He 
wrote much, he lived faſt, he died a very young ma; and if 
one was to give the character of his writings in a le, it would 
be this, that upon the firſt reading, he ſeems to be a ma 
büt upon the ſecond, we perceive he had lucid intervals, © in 
wich be Was a very extraordinary pou hogs had an amazing | 
.genius for chemiſtry. „ | 194) £5, D303 
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and pick it, then put it into a ftong mortars and by 
laborious beating, reduce it into a thin pap. Take 
this glutinous and odoriferous ſubſtance, and put it 
into a bolt- head, which is to be hermetically-ſealed; 
and then place it in a dunghill, or ſome gentle hear 
equivalent thereto, where it muſt digeſt fer forty 
days, When it is taken out, the matter will ap- 
pear clearer, thinner, and have a quicker ſcent 3 then 


| ſeparate che groſſer parts, which however ate not to 


be thrown away. Put this liquid into a gentle bath; 


that the remaining groſs particles may perfectly ſub- 


ſide. In the mean time, dry, calcine, and extract 
the. fixt ſalt of the groſſer parts, ſeparated as before- 
mentioned, which fixt ſalt is to be joined to the li- 
quars when, philcrated. Take next, ſes ſalt, well 
puſkified, melt it, and by ſetting-it in a cald place, 
it will run and become clear and limpid. Take 
equal parts of both liquors, mix them thoroughly, 
and having hermetically ſealed them in a proper 
glaſs, let them be carefully cxpoſcd to the ſun in 
the warmeſt ſeaſon of the ytar, for about ſix weeks. 


At the end of this ſpace, the primum ens of the balm 


will appear ſwimming on the top like a bright 
green oil, which is to be carefully ſeparated and pre- 
ſerved. Ol this oil, a feu drops taken in a glaſs of wine; 
for ſeveral days together, will bring to paſs thoſe won- 
ders that are reported of the countels of Deſmond, and 
others; for it will entirely change the juices of the 
buman body, revive the decaying flame of life, and 


the reſtore the ſpirits of long loſt youth. If after the 


medicine 
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: efficacy, or af its manner of operation, let aifew 
drops be given every day in ra meat, to an o 
dog or cat, and in les than a fortoight, by che 
change of their coats, and other inconteſtable _ 
n if * een r 
pen: 1 
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| Ax objection has been ſtatted by a perſon of ue. 
ry great knowlege in phyſick, to the efficacy of me- 
dicines of this nature. Hie thinks, char ſuch ſubeils 
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'b o This 5 u e preparation « of mn which Mr. Boyle 3 
in His Works, and in which be tells us, that Dr. Le Hure, gave 
| re Pa account of oy in mne 
egg the. truth of what en e itip pg friend of 
his, Whom ſays Mr. Boyle, he named to me, having, pre- 
pared the primum ens of balm, to fatisfy himſelf the better of 
its effects, made the trial upon himſelf, and'took'o it aceording 
to the preſcription, for about a fortnight, long before which, 
his nails both of hands and feet, began to looſen) themſelves from 
the ſkin (but without any pain) which at length falling off, of 
their own accord, this gentieman keeps yet by hin, he box, 
for a rarity; but would not purſue the trial any further, being 
ſatisfied with what he had found, and being in no need. of ſuch 
6 Phyſis. But having given of the ſame medicated wine, for ten 


or twelve days, to a woman that ſerved in his houſe, and was 2 


near ſeventy years of age, without letting ber know what Re ex- 
peed; it ſhould do; her purgarioner menfirue came upon her a- 
ala in a fufficiently great quantity to frighten her ſo much, that 
de duft Proſecute the experiment no further. And When 1 aſk- 
ed, why he made no trial upon beaſts, ir ue died. that tho 
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body into which they were rereived; ſo as that it 
ſhould loſe its own, and acquire new qualities; or 


as he choſe to expreſs it himſelf, if a golden elixir; 
taken into the body of man, could introduce firmneſs 
and durableneſs, it would no doubt bring along with 
it fixtneſs and ſolidity, ſo that of a machine by the 
help of this chemical remedy, we ſhall have a ſta- 


tue. It is very ſtrange, that ſuch as charge the her- 


metic philoſophers with arguing loſely, reaſon in 
many reſpects more loſely than they. We find the 
juices of vegetables act very powerful upon metals, 
we find metals act allo ſtrongly upon animal bodies; 
what reaſon then is there to believe, that a tincture 
af gold ſhould act upon the body of man, as ſome 
think, if fitly prepared, it ſhould act upon baſer 
metals ? I ſay, what reaſon is there to believe this, 
and if there be none, it is ſtill leſs difficult to appre- 
hend the operation of the primum ens of balm. We 
know by experience, that this herb has many and 
great virtues, that they may be extracted by diffe- 
rent methods, and thereby contribute to cure ſeve- 
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he had but little of the medicine, yet he put apart an old hen, 
and moiſtening her food with ſome drops of it, for a weck, a- 
bout the fixth day, ſhe began to moult her feathers by degrees, 
5 till ſhe became ſtark naked, but before a fortnight was paſt, ſhe 
began to regain others, which when they were come to their full 
growth, appeared fairer and better coloured than the firſt, and 
he added, that beſides, wn I: Ke alſo laid more 
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porous plant, being collected and called out by a eauſe 


ſo'maturaFand powerful as the extraordinary heat of 


the ſun, berome a medicine of wonderſul efficacy," or 

_ what is there either irrational or unphiloſe EY e 
aſſerting, that this power would be compoumded of 
the forces of both bodies, that from which it is ex 


tracted; and that into which it is taken? have we 


not daily experience of the operations of mercurys 
in the very way that I ſuggeſt, that is-to ſay, in acta 
ing by the weight and ſubtility of its particles, as 
well aß by the peculiar and ſpecific qualities inhe - 
rent in them, ſo as to produce great changes in the 
body; but changes conformable to the nature of the 
body, and not by converſion, either of its ſolid or 


fluid parts; into a metallic ſubſtance; ſo thar thi! | 


oOdjection, how plaufible ſoever it may apptar, of 


reputation of the perſon who made it, is, when 


ſtrictiy conſidered, of no weight ar all. His argue 
ment; if it od prove any thing, would prove 
too much; and it is a known rule in right reaſon· 
ing, that what proves too much, proves nothing. 
There is certainly great folly in believing crudely 
all*rhat Pararelſus, and Van Helmont, or their fol. 
| lowers” "Ty \ but P- rhaps there is no les folly. in 
rudely rrjccting all that they advance; and as in ocher 
caſrs, ſa in this, the middle way is heſt; . 
to Jake nothing upon truſt either from Theft, or 
P 
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226 Hermieeos;ReDivIyps;' , 
from their opponents; for if theſe men were enthu- 
Gaſts, with reſpect to that art upon which they have 
written, thoſe who have. undertaken to refute them, 
write frequently, with ſuch a viſible ſpirit of contra- 
dictian, as 3 is as apt to miſlead mankind as any ſort 
of enthuſiaſm whatever. It is indeed true, that 
partly from the obſcurity, partly from the pomp 
and bombaſt, of their expreſſions, it is ſometimes ve- 
ry difficult to underſtand. their meaning; but not- 
withſtanding this, even the wiſeſt and beſt judges 
have allowed, that there are a great many uſeful 
truths in their writings, when thoroughly under- 
ſtood. Why then amongſt others, Ld not this 
N thoſe uſcful truth: ? 1s 
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. an mention N een from the 
vital part of the air itſelf, n is a great ſecret a- 


6 mane theſe ieee an * Perhaps the white 


mw TI rea 2 with how much facility, as 
well as dexterity, our author has introduced à great number of 
additions, without the leaſt prejudice ta the method obſeryed in 
his performance, and without leaving out a letter of what he had 
publiſned before. If he had thrown theſe additions into a ſupple- 
ment, they would have been of very little, if of any uſe 3 but as 
they are now ranged in their proper places, they elucidate the 
ſubject, Arengthen his arguments, and bring a new weight of 
authorities, to the ſupport of his ſyſtem, It ſeems to. be now as 
compleat as we can expect a work of this nature, and therefore 
it may be preſumed, that the author, in juſtice to. his own repu- 
ration, will leave it as it ſtands, to the only true telt of merit, 
vi. + thejudgment of ſucceeding times. 
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Ste fo often mentioned in the writirigs of PhilMle- 
they, of which, thus much is Certain, that Wien the 
air is once defpoiled of this Principle, it is no longer 
fit for animal feſplration; and it Was by à contrivahce 
of this kind, that tlie famous Cornelius Drebett” made 
that liquor, which ſupplied: the” place of Alt in tlie 
machine he contrived for carrying on à kitid of ſub⸗ 
marine drip. rome This medicine, which i, 0 as 1 
ſnow, lr than the i ice, and fo tile, that if a 2 
quantity of a nutmeg be expoſed to the alf, it is Ab- 
ſorbed thereby in the ſpace of a few ſeconds; This 
ſecret; which is uſed for the fame purpoſes as the 
former; is ſtiled aura pnellartin® We may gather 
from all this, that if the hermetic philoſophers have 
in reality any ſuch ſecfet as they bodft off, for the 
preſer vatidn of human life, it is built upon the ſameè 
principles with thoſe which 1 have already lid downy 
and conſequently no true adept can conliſtently-with 
his own notion of things, oppoſe my doctrine, eipe- 
cially when he conſiders, with what Feſtrictiondcibas 
ae A TRE not N 4s the hn dos the 
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"Be Wh hoever boite the | Liber Min, will plainly bete 
dit the firſt matter is taken from the air; but by à method ve- 
iy different from that which J here ſuggett, though polibly they 
may both contribute to the fame end, fines it is caly to conceive, 
char the firſt matter of the philoſophers may reſide in Hleveral 
places; hay, foine"of them have affirmed, that it is to be found 
every where; the famous Jacoß Boehmen aſſerted, that it was to 
be met with in the dirt of the fireets, | 
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prolongi ng man's life to the term of a thouſand years 
neither do! promiſe the renovation of ſtrength, as ſome 
meaner artiſts have done; all I contend for i is, the 
poſſibility « of making ſuch uſe of youthful ſpirits, as 
for a time to keep off the inconveniencies of age, 
which though far inferior to what others aſſert they 
are able to perform, would ſtill be of the utmoſt be- 
nefir to mankind, if with faciliey it could be Fried 
into Ra | SONY 


* KNOW very well it may, BET I doubt not but i it 
will be objected, if Hermippus was ſo wiſe a man, 
why inſtead of drawing old age to ſuch a length, 
did he not preſerve the vigour of his youth? this 
furely would have been by far a nobler diſcovery, 
and to which the young ladies would with the great- 
eſt readineſs have contributed. But I muſt put 
fuch people as theſe in mind, that as in this treatiſe 
p have "inſerted nothing which may not be ſome 
way or other ſerviceable; either to the inſtruction 
or entertainment of mankind, fo 1 thall not think 
myſelf at all obliged to take notice of any ludicrous 
reflections. The - preſervation of life, the defending 
the human body from decay, and rendering it a 
t tenement for the ſoul to inhabit, in that ſeaſon in 
which ſhe | is moſt capable of exertinig her nobleſt fa- 
culties, are grave and ſerious ſubjects; with which 
no trivial matters ought” to mingle. Belides, to 
ſpeak my opinion freely, though T think the me- 
thod of nao extreanily Proper for rep. airing 
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te "ate "of narare, and preventing | the incommo- 
Afties which pal attend on years; yet 1 am 

fir from believing, thar this method would. 99122 
| Bits at all to the extention of Jouth, but rather the 


koßttaty; and for this I think, T am able to, " offi | 


FF # I Þ , $441 nh vs Jin Ws 


foe? very probable reaſons. 
In the rſt place, it will be ſti to > WE 
that? d0 1 not here mean by youth, a tate of infan- 
47 or childhood, but rather that robuſt flate be- 
cween twenty-five, and forty 5, for the converſation 
of very young people with each other, 1 conceive 

to be as wholefome for their bodies, as it is pleafant 
wif agrecable” ro their minds. But when the hu- 
man body is arrived: at its fall ftrength, and is in 
Thit fate 11 health, in which t temperance and equa 
Ach will maintain its a furcharge of animal {pi- 
"its may got only prove uſcleſs, but dangerous. It is an 


4. at's 


0 d, and a very true obſervation, that the. moſt florid 


Alte of health; is is that, i in which a man is in the great- +3 


eſt peril, in caſe he receives any infection, and the 
reaſod is - obvious, viz, becauſe the animal ſpi- 
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DS: act then with the utmoſt. vigour, and conſe- | 


quently muſt do the more miſchief, if by any means 
they e are tajoted. From the Tame method of reaſon- 
i ing, v we may conclude, that ſuch a manner of living 
as. that Which we have fo ppoſed, Hermippus led, 
might! be attendell with inconyeniencies to a man of 


þ F 


A, . robult ; conſtitution, and perhaps, incling bim to 
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"frenzics, or at leaſt ro fevers. A pure air, light 
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Met, moderate exerciſe, and a perfect dominion o- 
of 7 ©7596 P 3 ver 
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230 HenMipPus: Rrbrrvus; J 
ver his-paſſions, with a few flight remedies taken 
on proper occafions, and according as nature dire&s, 
may maintain a man in the full poſſeſſion of health 
and ſpirits to fixty, and then it is time enough for 
him to think of avoiding the inconveniencies which 
uſually attend old age. I might alſo obſetve, that 
the converſation of many young women, might, in 
the ſummer of life, draw along with it other incon- 
veniencies; but theſe are ſubjects on which I do not 
chuſe to inſiſt, becauſe it is not eaſy to treat them 
with that delicacy, which a philoſophie diſcourſe like 
this, requires; and becauſe the ſlighteſt hint is ſuffi· 
cient to ſuggeſt more to a man of good ſenſe, than 
is at all neceſſary to be delivered upon this ſubject. 
I take it therefore for granted, that I have aſſigned 
the OR" to my remedy, and that Im 
ſafely define it, the cordial of advanced: years, which 
ean never be fafely adminiſtered, till from a juſt applis 
cation of reaſon, there i: been paul an abſa· 
lace retreat of appetit , en been 95 
Bor if any one ſhould 8 nol: 99: parſis 
this objection further, and cry out, of What Gignifi- 
cancy then is your, remedy ? hy in; ſuch; a ſituation 
would you extend life at all, or of what uſe is years 
when deprived of enjoyments?. If 1 fay, there are any 
ſo wild as to talk in this manner, my anſwer. is, that 
they miſtake my meaning. I am clearly of opinion, 
that the pleaſures of the mind are far ſuperior to all 
ſenſoal delights, and that the cultivating 3 
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have ſuppoſed my old man employed, is a pleaſant 
and noble undertaking, every way worthy: of the 
Adul's ſupreameſt faculties, and carrying along with 


it, its on reward, vi⁊. a ſecond youth; more plea- | 


ling, more delightful; than the firſt. For as on 
the one hand, J cannot allow that ſuch a perſon 
' ſhould gratify, or ſo much as feel his paſſions, io on 
the other, I would not have him plunged into deep 
and perplexing ſtudies, but rather amuſed and di- 
verted by purſuits of anotker nature. At particular 
ſeaſons, indeed, he might diſcourſe with his friends 
on grave and ſerious topicks 3 but I would not have 
ſuch oonverſations return too frequently, for fear of 
their leading him by degrees into melancholly, which 
is nothing elſe but fixing the thoughts toor intently 
on a fimgle object. In order to acquire and main- 
taiti a green old age, there is nothitg ſo requiſite as 
chearfulneſs of mind, which can never be ſecured if 
we meditate much on abſtruſe ſubjects. I do not 
fy; that theſe are always to be neglected ; but what 
| I'fay; is, that this is not the ſeaſon of life in which 
y ought to be purſued. - They require ſuch vi- 
gour, ſuch attention, and ſuch a degree of penetru- 
tion, as would induce ſo great a waſte of ſpirits as 
might defeat the intention of that remedy, which 
IJ Woανꝭ- recommend, and therefore I lay it down ag 
a ſupplemental rule, that theſe are to be avoided. 
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underſtandings, which is the buſineſs in which 1 
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a T. HERE is, e Ae vil orgy ne, 
bur one objection. more, that can. be raiſed agai 


my; ſyſtem; and this muſt come from the quarter 
of the politicians, who conceive nothing to be right 
or worthy of encouragement, -which:does.not ſquare 
with, their, netions, which are, however, gengrally 
ſpeaking, not very agreeable to thoſe of other men. 
It would not therefore ſurprize me, if theſe. gentle- 
men ſhould take it into their heads, to treat this as 
a whimſical and trifling performance, becauſe I 
know that according to their ſyſtem, old men are 
ſo many incumbrances, of which, the ſtate ought to 
be diſcharg'd,. It is upon this principle I preſume, 
that ſome Iudian nations make great feaſts in their 
families, When their chief. becomes decrepid, and 
vhen theſe rejoicings are oven, fairly; put him. out 
of the way. Oursfree-thinkers in politics therefore, 
muſt neceſſarily have a bad opinion (at leaſt while 
they are young) of ſuch a propoſition as this, which 
intends no more ee the lives of Rk 
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r Pfemember to wa read 5 in a late French writer, at this 
A * Wine by ſome of the barbarbus nations who live im the 
neiglibeurhood of 'Hid/ors bay; and he ſays further, that he was 
pPteſent at one of theſe ſeaſts, at the cloſe of which, the ſon cut 
kde chtost of his father. I do not reeollect, that he beſtows any 
refle&ions' upon this paſſage ; but from the account he has given 
us of the country, I think it no difficult matter to diſti.uiſn the 
Auſe of ſo inhuman (I ſheuld be in the wrong to call it fo bru- 
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who, in the account of our Machiaveliſts, ought to 
A their graues already. What benefit, ſay they, 
dam elilt 10 focicry..from maintaining people palk 
their labaurs, and Who, according to this very 
ee, dect, + for Propane; the 
— — ee care e to pre: 
ſerve people fit only for a ſedentary life?" if the otdi-- 
nary laws of nature can be diſpenſed: with, let it be 
jn favour of the public weal, why ſhould the extra- 
e life be gratified, rather than any other 
extravagant deſire whatever? reflections like theſe, it 
is evident, muſt induce theſe over- wiſe perſons t to 
treat my book with contempt, whatever opinion 
they may have of the arguments chritalined in it; 
and therefore it is neceſſary for me to ſhew, thar 
thels maxim, hom - plauſible, how refined ſoever 
they may appear, are very far from being either 
juſt or teaſonable, and which is ſtill of greater weight 
in the preſent caſe, are far from being calculated for 
the: benefit of mankind in generals. wha DG f 911011 
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f cult in that part of the world to acquire ſubſiſtance, and there- 
fore think themſelves under a kind of neceſſity of maintaining 
only ſuch as are:uſeful, : This, I perſuada myſelf, was che ori- 
ginal of ſo horrid a practice, which cannot, however, he found- 
ed on real neceſſity, hecauſe theſe people wha; murder. there 
parents, preſerye theit children, though equally helpleſs- 
n It may be, perhaps, thought I exaggerated a little in ſuppas 
Avg, that there are people capable of reaſoning} in ſuch a man- 
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1 need be at no great pains to prove it, that moſt of 
the miſchiefs and miſerĩes brought upon private fa- 
milies, and even upon whole nations, flow from the 


warmth of mens paſſions, and from their indulging 


their irregular inclinations at the expence of others, 


hay, and of ſociety itſelf. I cannot, therefore, help 
thinking: that it might be a means of leſſening theſe 
evils, if we could increaſe the number of thoſe who 


are free from ſuch irregular and depraved-[appetites; 


and are rm ne moſt bo 8 of -condafting 


3 * 45 as 4: eye cf * 
2498 8. POSE 


— *. * 1 


* 
= #4 2 _—_———— * 
* — =" * — — 


* i 1 , 5 - 
BT Zd% £ 1 3 A 1 21 S 


? 
* * * 


ner; he.) Cty conſiders, the r of the Hartan go- 


vernment, and the ſyſtem of morals, reeommended by Lycuirgas, 


win be'of another opinion. Neither are we to/imigine; that on- 
ly ſevere politicians are inclined to ſych a doctrine : there have 
been in all ages ſome polite writers, and reſived wits, who, have 
been inclined to treat old age, not As 2 misfortune only, but as 


u crime. For inſtance, Cornelius Gallus. one of the Favourites 


of Auguſtli, ena een jc * e i an of Horace, 
a ka tha, ef aro der bog ed ni it n=. 


"Star dubius base ſentx, ſewperd We 5 
Oredulus et ſtultus quze facit ſpſe timer. 
Hirn præteritos, preſentes deſpicit anno: 6 

oy eee facit ipſe putat. 8 cout er 


| ae g and doubtful, ſtill the old we _ Ane 511 
And. much to credit all ill news .inclin' al tf i. | . ry 
 Fooliſhly fearful of whate' er they: „„ F 
And when it's done, they're apprehenſive too. 2 1 

Faſod times their praiſe, the preſcnt claim their 1p"; N 
And only what tlie do themſelves is right. 
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wich judgment and integrity, either public or private 
affairs. It is remarkable, that in all well governed ſtates, 
acertain maturity of age ãs required before men are en. 
ne only with the management of public ooni· 
cernsʒ but of their own. Upon what rexfortubenc;oiſhin 
founded? Is ĩt not becauſẽ they are thought to want 
in tlie firſt place, the lights of experience, and in 
the next, to be too much hurried by their paſſions ? 
If this be right, and if it be not right, the wiſeſt 
men in all ages have been in the wrong: If this. I 
ſay be right, why ſhould we fancy men paſſetl their 
labours; for being in poſſeſſion of thoſe qualities 
vhich are certainly the firſt ingredients in the con- 
ſtituting true wiſdom ? There will be always people 
enough in the world full of that heat, vigour, and 
ſtrength, which is: requiſite for carrying on the 
active and laborious parts of buſineſs; but we ſee 
 pHinly,” that private families are brought to ruin, 
and by degrees, great ſtates decay for want of TE | 
moderation, experience and foreſight, of which; 
men far in years, and whoſe ſpirits are not oppreſſ. 
ed with the infirmities of age, are uſually poſſeſſed. 
ii therefore, we regard the eaſe and happineſs 
of mankind, rather than hurry and noiſe, and ef- 
teem ſuch a government as preſerves its ſubjects in 
the conſtant enjoy ment af theſe bleſſings, better than 
that which employs them at the expence of their 
own eaſe and happineſs, in diſturbing thoſe of their 
neighbours,. then there can be no weigh in this part 
58 the W As io what reſpects generation, 
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it is à very light and idle ſurmiſe; for if 1 be u poß bit 


Fl 


eoutitries' monaſteries are found no great it HE 
ene; where" thoſe" that fill them make vows of el. 
boey in the Rower of their age, certainly for men 
arho are tarntd df ſeventy ta forbear getting children, 
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can never be an een to mr —— 
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nde general reaſoning of thoſe L would refüte, böt 
with reſpect to the' doctrine I have endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh a ſtill clearer and more explicit anſwer 
might be given. For without enquiring whethi 
their principles be wrong or right, I may eaſily: bb. 
ſerve; that nothing I haveilaſd down tends to bur-. 
oy with a race of dotards. What T propoſe, 
is quite the oontrary. If, on the one hand, I plead 
ps the extention of human Hife, I recommend on 
the other, ſuch a method as muſt preſervt che facolties 
in the higheſt order: Nor is it to be at all apptehend- 
ed. thax the numbet of men who ſhall prolong their 
lives by this method, in caſe it ſhould: 'be ever carried 
into practice, will be exceſſive, or burthenſome t ta 
ſociety, the very nature of it provides againſt any 
ſuch inconvenience, by requiring ſuch moderation and 
£&lf-denial, - as will not 'frequently be found: It i is 
therefore, an unjuſt and unfair imputation upon my 
principles, that they tend to burthen the world with 
uſeleſs people, lace the utmoſt40-which-choy-can-be 
ſtrained is, that. I am for preſerving as Jong as poſ- 
ſible, the lives of ſuch as may be uſeful. As to the 
BCT | | 9 | ſubſiſtance 
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fubſiſtance again of ſuch people, it is eaſy to.diſcern, 
that this can be but a very trifling expence, hen 
compared even with what they are able to acquire to- 
wards the increaſe of the common ſtock. So, that 
conſidered i in this, . which is the very worſt light i in 
which the thing can be put, a true politician, and 
one who has a proper regard for the intereſt, and at | 
the fame time, a juſt reſpect for the rights of man- 
Kind, will be far from thinking that T have offered 
any thing which can be prejudicial to a well-order- 
ed ſociety, but have rather provided a very good me- 
thod for ſecuring a conſtant ſupply of ſuch counſel 
by AS may "OY It in the beſt n r 

* Dl I been ibn pbhaG 
"Tull hath put into the mouth of the elder Cato), that 
| deſerves, as much attention from its ſolidity and. 
good. ſenſe, as it does praiſe for the beauty and accu- 
racy of ſtile, in which it is delivered. Cato is there 
anſwering the very objection, which I have been 
Pau, If, fays be, petulance and luſt be vi- 
ces more frequent among goung men than old, yet 

« all young men are not infected with them, but ſoch 
be 9 as want proper talents, ſo it is with that ſort 
« of diſtemper which you call dotage, it is iadeed 
5 the diſeaſe of old men; but, however, all old 
K men are wt infected with it. Os 1 
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years quite dark, and yet he managed a family of 
e ſout ſons grown: up, and five daughters, with a- 
0 bundance of relations and clients, WhO depended 
upon him. He kept his mind always in order, 
<« and though his vigour decayed, yet his ſenſes ne- 
& ver failed him. He preſerved to the laſt moment 
& his chatacter, and his authority; every body look- 
& ed up towards him as became their ſtation; 
< his ſlaves feared, his children revered, and all 
4c ho were about him, loved him. In a word, 
< he kept up the old diſcipline, and did honout to 
t the Noman name, by preſerving the manners of 
<«. his family untainted. So that it is plain, old age 
<«< may maintain a graceful ſuperiority, if it be Jea-' | 
sous of its prerogative z if.on all occaſions it n 7 
<« tains its right, if it never ſneaks and gives way, 
« bur keeps up a manly ſpirit to the laſt. For as 
<« J approve ſome qualities of age in a young man, 
ſo a pouthful ſpirit is very commendable in men 
ein years, for while they preſerve this, though 
<« the body may feel the effects of age, yet the 
„0 mind ſtands out of its reach. At this very in- 
4e ſtant I am employed in writing the event book 
of my antiquities,” and am actually making large 
4 collections from ſuch old records, as may ſerve 
my purpoſe. I like wiſe, review, and ſometimes” 
<«< touch a-freſh, the orations I have formerly made 
in the capital cauſes, wherein I have: been con- 
«cerned: I ſtill keep up my ſtock of 'knowlege in 
% O's * and civil law, and have tie 
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*<. conſtantly uſe; the Eythagorean method der che ex- 

4 < erciſe.of. my memory, and every evening run o- 

ver in my mind, what ever I have ſaid, heard or 
« done that day, Theſe are the exerciſes of tlie un⸗ 
« derſtanding, and in theſe, as in a chariot; the 
*< ſoul takes the air; while I am capable of theſe, I 
don't give myſelf much concern about bodily decays, 
I am always at the command of my friends, at- 
«© tend the ſervice of the houſe frequently, and diſ- 
haſſes more by the ſtrength of his aculties, than 
he can do elſewhere, by force of arms. But 


ned to my bed, and be thereby rendered incapa- 


Na going through theſe employments, yet the 


very thoughts of what I would do, if I were a- 

* ble, would conſole me. But thanks be to hea- 
„ven, I. have no reaſon to apprehend any ſuck” 
thing, I have been a better huſband of my time 
than ſo, for let a man be but conſtantly exereiſed 
in labours like theſe, and he will not ſo ſoon find 


Ache breaches of age. ei will ſteab upon him | 


inſenſibly. che will grow: old by degrees:and:with-" 
2 feeling it; nay, When he comes to break at 


laſt, che houſe will crumble gently, and fall down” 


< {o.;flomlys.188 not to give him any great pain“. 
This is a very ſine picture, and contains a more finiſned 
apology for that ſtate of life which Iam — 


ing to mas * my abilities would ſuffar me to 
, 4 
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draw, but hs very y producing it, "age - 
better than if I had wrote it. If I follow the ſenti- 
ments of Cicero, and the example of Caso the elder, 
who ſhall queſtion either wy ſenſe, or een 
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f "In ought to be peaches . n s per- 
fecting many of the ſciences, a longer life is requi- 

ſite than men uſually enjoy; or to ſpeak-with, -great- 
er propriety, t the free exerciſe; of their faculties to 
a more advanced age. If we examine all che im- 
provements that have been made in true ſcience, we 
ſhall find, that they have proceeded: from men, wWlio 
have exerciſed their thoughts in ſuch kind of ſtudies 
for a long courſe of years. The laſt books; of Hrifto- 

tle, are eſteemed the molt perfect, ſo are thoſe of 

Seneca, which he wrote in an advanced age ; and we 

may ſay the ſame thing with reſpect to modern phi- 
loſophers; ſuch as Gaſſendi, Bacon, and Nerutan. A 

ſereng old age is therefore of the higheſt conſequence 

in this reſpect, ſince it would contribute ta furniſh 

the world with new and -ufefal lights, and prevent 
 theexpeRations they conceive from che eatiy produc- 

— tions of great men, from being. fruſtrated as they 
frequently are, by their premature deaths, ' I muſt 
likewiſe obſcrve, that mechanical inventions require 
4 much time to perfect them, and that very profita- 
ble diſcoveries, and very uſeful manufactures: have 
been loſt, by the death of thoſe, who firſt: cultivared 
them, of which many inſtances may be given- We 
Silas remark, that ſettlibgany new plantation: 
5 reforming 


reforming A ſoeiety ; er in Bert reducing any peo- 
ple who have been long under an ill form of 'go+ 
vernment, or in a great meaſure without any, re- 
quires length of days. Lewis XIV. changed entire- 
ly the face of things in France during his reign, 
which was principally owing to the length of it, as it 
gave him an opportunity of ſeeing moſt of his 

ſchemes brought to bear; whereas, the unexpected 
death of the great Czar Peter, cauſed many of his 
projects to be buried in oblivion, and muſt have o- 
verturned the whole of his glorious deſign for re- 
forming his ſubjects, and raiſing the credit of his 
crown, with the reſt of the European powers; if, 
which was ſcarce to be expected, his ſucceſſors had 
not generally ſpeaking, perſiſted in the purſuit of 
his plan. We may therefore eaſily diſcern, that 
ſuch an extenſion of life as this treatiſe propoſes; 
would- be ſo far from contributing to burthen tbe 
world with an uſeleſs race of old men. that it would 
really furniſn it with ſuch people, as are moſt wanted 
for the improvement of knowlege, the perfecting 
mechanical diſcoveries, and contributing in ether 
ee ae welfare of mankind, oh 125 | 


5 the awe dente 1 chink I may very 
Juſtly conclude, that by examining this antient in- 
ſeription, I have not only exerciſed my thoughts in 
a manner that may contribute to the amuſement cf 


the een but that [ have hinted many thingy 
2 which 
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vhich may be of public utility. In this reſpect, iN 
deed,” T'think, I have made the proper uſe of the. 
inſeription; for certainly, it is much better to in- 
form ourſelves as to things than words, and the 
world would be much more indebrett to the la- 
bours of learned men, if they would pay chat re- 
gard to this maxim which it deſerves: What uſe 
would it be of to mankind; ſuppoſing it poffible for 
me to fix the reign of the Roman empetor, under 
which Hermippus flouriſhed? or what thanks would 
my readers owe me, if I had 'endeavvared to diſ- 
cus Whether he lived to à kundved and fifty 
of a hundred amd fifteen only. Habe I not chöſen 
che better part, in in examining what may ſtill be of 
ſome uſe, . by what method he arrived at lG 
great an ape, and how far it 18 praticable” for 
us to follow his method. I thihk, I uch 
ſilt farther, and affirm, that 1 dib aac Lit at 
kaſt entreamly probable, that the AubelHuðd publ. 
rum, is in ſore” meaſure the breath” of ſife; in r. 
der to which, J hope 1 have effectually deſtroyed 
ſome prejudices that affected the minds even of 
people p; good ſenſe, as to the ſettlec term of hu- 
125 life, and the impoſſibility of prolonging it by 
EY hate likewiſe in the cburſe of this differta- 
40 collected the fentiments of ſeveral great men, 
ho think, or leaſt ſcet to me, to thitik in the fattie 
way "that I do, and have thereby given an öpportu- 
nity to che curſous and . 0 render, of ſearch- 


ing | 
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ing more. ſtrictly into their opinions, in order to 
do ann iſdag. dn caſe, after mature daa ee. 
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al ch preſent point, yet it may prove the means, of 
bringing many things of conſequence #0 licht. We 


books, that, many of the diſcoveries for, which the 
moderns are famous, were actually known to. the 
learned in former times ; whence, we may probably 
conjecture, that ſome other things were known: to 
them, with which we are not acquainted, and the 
rather, becauſe there is ſcarce any country where an- 
tient monuments are © be found, but we may dif- 

ern. in them marks. of {kill and capacity, that 
tranſcend the power of modern workmen, and 


taſte, which ſeems to be a handſome expreſſion.. for 
che reigning humour of mankind, that changes too 
often to deſerve the name of a rule, yet they il 
manifeſt great quickneſs. of. invention, and the pol 
ſeſñon of many arts, that are now loft. It s ſome 
credit to antiquity, that the oldeſt building 3 in the 


world, Which is the temple of Theſeus at Aubens, is 
by far the fineſt; and in literature again, Homer 


and Hippocrates, plainly prove, that in point of ge- 
nis, or of induſtry, the firſt ages are yet unrival'd. 
There are ſcveral roads which lead to true wiſdom, 


8 


Q 2 we 


have made it evident, by our citations from, old 


| though, theſe may not be agrecable. to the preſent 
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we may ſometimes reach it by going backwards, as 
well as forwards,. and profit as much by detecting 
the prejudices of the moderns, as by reſuting the 
errors of antiquity. It is a juſt obſervation of the 
great lord Verulam, that much learning frees us 
from thoſe miſtakes into which we are plunged, by 
having only a little. When firſt the moderns be. 
gan to examine the writings of Herodatus, and Pli. 
195 they found nothing but abſurdities and impro- 
babiliziesz but now, that we are better acquainted 
with experimental philoſophy, we begin to have a 
better opinion of theſe authors, and are obliged to 
confeſs, that in ſome caſes, ſagacity may ſupply 
experience. I am, however, ready to admit, that 
in ſome branches of ſcience, we have out done the 
antients very much; but what of that, we are ſtill 
tar-ſhart of perfection. Our very diſcoveries prove 
it; for example, we diſcern the effects of gravity, 
we ſee. the hole mechaniſm of the univerſe, depend 
vpon it; but the cauſe has been hitherto inexplica- 


ble. We are well acquainted with the many proper- 


ties of, the needle, which were ſecrets to former 


times, but the cauſe of its variation remains a ſecret 


to us. We have, indeed, made ſome bold gueſſes: 
at both, andi it is nat impoſſible, that poſterity: may 
be able to. demonſtrate, our conjectures ; as it is an 
the other hand, likewiſe, poſſible, that they may 


| prove, them, to be only idle conjeQures. Ik we would. 


avoid (being, deceived we. muſt decline bigotry, of 
all 
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all forts; we muſt not carry our 'veneration for the 
antients too far, and at the ſame time, we ought not 
to be afraid of uſing a juſt freedom with the mo- 
derns; ſince it is not unn 1 
but to * n dach e ol 
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Wr the fame view of e coming Avena! by 
| heffrignbe ſubject of which I treat in different lights, 
Ihave ſtated the opinions of others fairly, and have 
reaſoned upon them as freely as I deſire to ſee'my 
ſyſtem treated. I have given the reader 'the ſenti - 
ments of aſtrologers, and of hermetic philoſophers 
on this inſcription, and have left it to him to de» 
cide, whether they are more in the right than I, 
or whether we may not be all miſtaken, and this 
inſcription have at laſt ſome other ſecret, and yet 
more probable ſenſe than any of us have reached. 

To encourage, an exact diſcuſſion of this, I have 
often inculcated the uſefulneſs of ſuch an enquiry, 


Ve! 2 


and I think, have fully proved without the *poffibi- 


lity of a reply,” that as it is very prafticable to ex- 
tend the thread of life, beyond that length to Which 
it uſually reaches, fo this will be à real benefit, and 
not an idle, or trifling diſcovery, Theſe are the 
principal points that I have laboured, and to avoid 
that heavineſs and dryneſs which is commonly com- 
plained of, in diſcourſes of this kind: T have fre- 
quently made excurſions for the entertainment of 
1 and 25 readers, and have interted abun- 
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dance of curious paſſages from ſcatce and valuable 
boats, chat I hape will wake, full amends for the. 
trouble: of peruſing this treatiſe, even to ſuch as! 

vility of my ſyſtem. At leaſt, L can ſay this for my- 

book and for myſelf, that nothing has been omit- 
ted within the reach of my power, which might 
rherefore, I hope, that if any one ſhall take the 
trouble of criticiſing it, he: will at: leaſt treat it with 
that candour and good manners which I have uſed. 
dantie peeviſhneſs Which is too often viſible in the 
works of minor critics, ho value themſelves much 
more on expoſing the faults of other men, than on 
manifeſting any valuable qualities in chemſelves, | 
and are better pleaſed to deſtroy an edifice erected 
by- anoth3:; than to acquire a juſt. nahi by 
| none n their own. ,, _ 
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it is this, that my ſyſtem is entirely on the right 
ſide . have not undertaken to demonſtrate as ma- 
ny have done, a paradox in the teeth of common 
ſenſe, and the common. intereſt of the human ſpeci- 
es, of which the famous encomium on folly, and the 
panegyrie on drunkenneſs, are glaring inſtances ; but 
what I have laid down in this diſcourſe is, with a 
view to public utility, * Aa — 
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| ho6d5/ if therefore, upon throughly/Biting: this difs 
pute, the matter ſhould come at laſt to be in ct 
librio, I hope the tart ef the ſeales will be ae 
me; for ſureſy, if ſenſe be preferable to d,ðg˙H = 
eaſe to paln, or life e death, I Hawe 4 fake title 
this fvour! I would not be underſt6cd]Þ u thwes 
reſt by this means, the inclinations'or:' prejutices kb - 
my readers, on my fide, for that might prove detria 
mental to truth; but I ĩntrodurs tis N mac de- 
| eute me againſt the effects of a petulunt ume-m⁰mã ‚ 
Which reighs dot 100 much in che woridp ef din 
liking whatever has the appearanes of novelty, ant 
ſuppoſing that there is ſomething” equaliy juſt and 
wiſe in maintaining old opinions agaiaſt bew ane f 
running down any ſyſtem upon its firſt appearance. | 
Againſt this unequitable prepoſſeſſion, in favour t 
antique notions, I ſet up this clan to the good will - 
of men, founded on the benefits reſulting from m JF 
ſyſtem, to the human ſpeeies, either conſiderecd as 4 
individuals or in ſociety. It was upon che ſame prin- 
ciple; that the late Df. Harvey, eſtabliſhed his doc. 
trine of the circulation of the blood, which he juſt- 
ly obſerved, would exempt the art of phyfic from 
many reproaches, and enable us to give a clearer and 
more rational account of the animal oeconomy.. On 
this baſis too, ſtands the philoſophy of Sir Haac 
| Newton, which is perhaps the nobleſt effort of hs 
human underſtanding, I do not mean by this, to 1 
mpare my invention — theirs, or myſelf to ei: 
ther 


der of thoſe great men. What I deũign the reader 
mould collect from theſe remarks is this, that if in 
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propoſing new ſyſtems, the wiſeſt and ableſt men 


| have defired, chat fome allowances, ſhould be 
made them : it cannot be wondered, that I ſhould 


__expe& alſo Kite indulgence, who, in compariſon of 
. 
Fw w * a 
na thass let nad this dis, . | 
pikiog ſo much pains to render this work not altoge- 
ther unworthy the view of the public, or the eye of 


"equal and impartial judges, I reſign it freely to their 


conſideration, and depend: upon their candour and 
i. vii he king venom my . 
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